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Diver drowns in quarry
Rescue crews find body after two-day search
By ALAN1KEATS
Herald Staff

Police on Monday recovered the body
of a missing New Hampshire scuba diver
who shared his breathing apparatus with
a fellow diver moments before he was
last seen in an abandoned marble quarry
in West Rutland.

Tim Gagnon, 43, of Northwood, N.H.,
was reported missing late Sunday morn¬
ing. Search and rescue crews were unable
to find him in the cavernous underwater
quarry throughout the day, according to
Vermont State Police.

The search was called off Sunday night
and police and dive teams returned to the
scene Monday afternoon to continue to
look for Gagnon. Divers found Gagnon’s
body later Monday, about 400 feet from
the point where he went into the quarry,
police said.

An autopsy will be performed at the
office oQhe chief medical examiner in
Burlington. Police said that while the
case remains under investigation,
Gagnon’s death has been ruled acci¬
dental at this time.

Searching for Gagnon was no easy task

for police.
“The difficulty comes because it is a

series of caves in there, and when 1 say
caves, it’s not the caves with very tight
quarters, it’s a very large area,” State
Police Lt. Donald Patch said Monday
afternoon, moments before dive teams
were set to enter the water.

“When you think back when they did
the quarry work in there, there were actu¬
ally vehicles that drove in there and it’s
like a whole underground network in
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