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22-year-old
falls in water
BY PAMELA E. WALCK
Staff Writer
E-mail address, pwalckSpottsville.infi net

GIRARDVILLE — A
22-year-old borough man’s
body was pulled from the wa¬
ters of an abandoned strip

morning, 14
hours after
he had fallen
85 feet into
the pit, bor¬
ough police
said.

The body
of Daniel
Boylan, 121 A
St., was
found at 9:38
a.m. in the
sea-blue wa¬
ters of the

“A-Hole,” located off State
Route 4030 in Butler Town¬
ship, just east of the borough,
police said.

According to Frank J. Zang-
ari, the borough's assistant fire
chief in charge at the scene,
Boylan was with a small group
of friends along the far eastern
comer of the stripping pit
when he lost his footing and
slid down the slate walls and
into the water.

Friends used a cellular tele¬
phone to report the accident,
which brought members from
the borough’s two fire compa¬
nies to the scene within 20
minutes.

“We’re real happy that the
people with Daniel didn’t
choose to jump in the water to
rescue him because we would
have had many more causali¬
ties,” Zangari said.

The biggest obstacles for
emergency personnel getting
to the scene were the blocked
roadway and rough terrain
leading to the pit, he added.

“The only way to get up
there was to walk or on all-ter¬
rain vehicles," Zangari said,
noting the initial rescue effort
was chaotic as emergency per¬
sonnel and rescue divers — 75
in all — suited up and took to
the water in an attempt to res¬
cue Boylan.

When the body wasn’t re¬
covered by 11:30 p.m. Satur¬
day, Zangari dismissed the 16
divers from Rainbow Hose
Company No. 1, Schuylkill Ha¬
ven, and West End Fire & Res¬
cue Company, Mahanoy City.

“At that point, it was unsafe
for the rescue personnel,” he
said. "It was pitch dark and
the divers couldn’t even see
their hands in front of their
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