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Oshkosh youth drowns
in quarry near Winchester

The 14-year-oldhad
been swimming with
friends whenhe went
under

By Steve Wideman
Post-Crescent staff writer

WINCHESTER - A 14-year-old
Oshkosh boy drowned shortly be¬
fore 1 p.m. while swimming in an
abandoned quarry a short distance
from his father’s home near here.

The body of Justin A. Eckstein
was pulled from the quarry located
near State 150 and County M about
4p.m. by Winnebago County Sher¬
iffsDepartment divers.

According to authorities,
Eckstein was attempting to swim

from a rowboat to shore with Henry
Mitchell, also 14, when he experi¬
enced unknown problems and went
under. A rescue attempt by Mitchell
failed.

Henry and his brothers James,
15, and John, 8, all of 8041 Evans
Road, Larsen, went to a nearby
house and told the occupants some¬
one was drowning.

According to Sheriff Michael
Brooks, Eckstein, who was visiting
his father, Ted, had spent the night
with the brothers and all four decid¬
ed to go fishing Thursday in a small
rowboat.

After about one hour, the boys
decided to go swimming, but only
had one life jacket, which they gave
to the 8-year-old. The 15-year-old
could not swim and remained in the
boat.

Please see YOUTH, B-3
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