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2nd Drowning Within 3 Days

Car Plunges Over Cliff;
Sanatoga Father Drowns

By CHARLES PITCHFORD
Mercury Staff Writer

An early morning swimming
party ended in tragedy Monday
as the cold, quiet waters of the
abandoned John T. Dyer Quarry
in Union Township claimed its
second victim in the past four
days.

The body of 20-year-old
Michael P. Franey, Welsh
Drive, Sanatoga, was pulled
from 75-feet of water by rescue
workers shortly after 11:30 a.m.

The victim and two youths

were in the rear seat of a car
that plunged backward over a
40-foot embankment into the
water at the abandoned quarry.
Two companions jumped to
safety as the car left the edge
of the cliff.

Franey was pronounced dead
by Dr. Neitz Seibert at Reading
Hospital at 12:15 p.m.

A hospital spokesman said
death tentatively was attributed
to drowning but an autopsy is
scheduled this morning.
State Trooper George

Kolinofsky, Reading Barracks,
said the accident occurred as
the victim and four friends were
preparing to leave the area
after they decided it was too
cold to go swimming.

According to police, Jeffrey
Townsley, 411 Apple St., was
driving the car that backed over
the embankment shortly after
7:30 a.m.

Townsley and Harvey
L i c h t e n w a 1 ner , 353 N.
Washington St., jumped from
the car as the rear wheels

crossed the edge of the cliff.
Police said Michael Meixner,

311 East St., and Barry Katzin,
Douglassville RD 1, were in the
car with the victim when it
made its fatal plunge.

According to police, the five
youths drove to the north side
of the quarry shortly before 6:30
a.m. It was too cold for
swimming and they built a fire,
waiting for the sun to appear
but after waiting nearly an
hour, they decided to leave.

(Continued on Page Three)
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