
UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES 

REGin VIII 
Accident Prevention and 
Health Division 

POST OFFICE BUILDING 

MOUNT HOPE, WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. Harry i . Payrle, Gen. r . 
The /Jnerican Coal Company of 

Allegany County 
McComas, We st Virginia 

Dear Mr. Payn: 

May 1, 1953 

This will acknowledge your recent letter in hich you r quest,ed 
a copy o£ the report made by ' • Vicl~ers on the fatal accident of Harold 
T;all, aJe 10, which occurred on ugust 25, 1952, at your Pinnacle 
Str~pping Operation. 

This is to advise you that no formal report was submitt d n 
this accident inasmuch as the Bureau of Mines did not charge this fatality 
against the coal-minin · industry. 

The only report submitted by r . Vickers was a short letter, on 
his trip to the scene of the accident, hich was for the Bureau 1s informa­
tion only. 

Files 
j 

EEQuenon/db 

Sincerely yours, 

E. E. Quenon, Chief 
ount Hope Branch 

.. 



MAY l 53 

THE AMERICAN COAL COMPANY 

PRODUCING COAL 

SINCE 1853 

HARRY W. PAYNE 
GEN,ERAL MANAGER 

-OF­

ALLEGANY COUNTY 

MCCOMAS, WEST VIRGINIA 

August 29, 1953 

Federal ~ine Inspection Bureau 
Mount Hope, west Virginia 

Gentlemen: 

On August 25, 1952, Harold Wall, age 10, was killed 
at our pinnacle stripping operation while stealing coal with 
his father. 

Hop 

MINES 

DEERFIELD. W. VA. 
MCCOMAS , ·w. VA.. 
WIDEMOUTH. W. VA. 
LONACONING . MD. 

Your Mr. Vickers made an investigation and I would like 
to have a copy of his report. 

Thanking you, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

ft~!#~ 
Genera 1 Mana ger • 

HWP/e 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES 

POST OFFICE BUILDING RmION VIII 
Accident Prevention 
and Health Division 

MOUNT HOPE, WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. E. Eo Quenon, Chief 
Mount Hope Branch 
u. s. Bureau of Mines 
Mount Hope, West Virginia 

Dear Mr. Qu.enon: 

August 29, 1952 

On August 25, 1952, at about 11:30 a.m., a rock slide occurred 
from the high-wall of an abandoned strip mine near McComas, Mercer County, 
West Virginia, which resulted in the instant death of Harold Allen 1Val.l, 
age 10 years, and the serious injury of Bettis Wall, age 35 years, the 
victim's father. 

On the day of the accident Bettis Wall and the victim drove a 
pick-up truck into the abandoned strip pit which was about 200 yards off 
the main highway for the purpose of digging house coal. The high-wall at 
this point was approximately 30 feet high. Witnesses to the accident 
were not available at the time of the investigation but the evidence indi­
cated they had dug very little coal from underneath the high-wall when the 
slide consisting of several tons of loose rock and di.rt occurred, killing 
Harold Allen Wall instantly and seri ously injuring his father. 

The strip pit was on the property of The American Coal Company 
of Allegany County, McComas, West Virginie.. The company officials in­
formed me that when the strip pit was abandoned they endeavored to close 
the road leading to it, but due to the fact that several families lived 
along the strip road they were unable to do so. The superintendent also 
stated that they inspected the abandoned strip property at least once 
each week to see that no one was taking coal illegally. 

Bettis Wall, according to a member of the family, had about 18 
years experience as a miner. He was not employed by The American Coal 
Company of Allegany County. 

Copy to: Mr. Forbes 
Mr. Westfield 
Mr. Weaver 
Mr. Tomlinson 
Mr. Reese 2 
Files 2 



Since the victims were trespassing on private property, I do 
not think the above fatality should be charged to the coal mining 
industry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ s/ Ward R. Vickers 

Ward R. Vickers 
Coal-Mine Jnspector 
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Mr. Quenon: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 

MOUNT HOPE, WEST VIRGINIA 
August 25, 1952 
3:15 p.m. 

Mr. Vickers called to report that while he was in Mercer county he stmnbled 
up an accident which had just happened. A man and his 10-year old son were 
at an old strip job getting coil for their personal use ·when the highwall 
fell and killed the b,ny instantly. The father was butchered up pretty 
badly. Mr. Vickers called the Bluefield Saniteri am but the man was in 
the X-ray room at that time and could get no information. 

Mr. Furin informed him that if he were sure the persons were trespassing 
that a letter report would be all that was necessary. He said he had 
the information and would submit a letter repaJ;'t in order that we could 
transmit to the proper individuals. 

Dixon 

• 
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Trolley locomotives uere used for primary and secondary haulage, 
and mine cars in the working place were handled by small electric hoists 
operated by the mi ners. During the last Federal inspection, the tracks 
and transportation equipment were in good repair, except that the brakes 
on some mine cars ,.,,,ere defective; however I standing cars and trips were 
secured properly. Clearance was ac1.eq_uate, and shelter holes were pro­
vided at :9roper intervals. Drags were used on all trips ascending 
grades, and derail switches were installed at various locations along 
haulageways. 

a 17-ton locomotive was used for gathering trips in the 
east main section, and a 6-wheel 22-ton locomotive, assisted by another 
17-ton locomotive, was used to haul trips from the section to the 
surface. T1.:10 hoists were used to null loaded cars from the faces of 
east main entries and 7 left entries, which ,-,ere turned a short o.istance 
outby the faces of east main entries. The hoist used for pulling cars 
out of the east main entries uas at a slight offset on the trolley-wire 
side of east main entry, and the hoist for the 7 left entries was a~ 
a crosscut on the clearance side almost directly opposite. Mine cars 
were of .o- or 3-ton capacity and were constructed of wood and steel, 
The trip involved in the accident uas made up of 47 cars. The east 
main entry at the scene of the accident was about 15 feet wide, and 
clea1'.'ance over the top of the r ail was 54 inches. The track was laid 
to a 36-inch gage on a uniform gra de of 3.7 percent. Clep.rance of 
6 feet uas provided on the side opposite the trolley wtre, and clearance 
on the trolley-uire &ide WD.s 3 feet. A derail switch was in the rail 
on the trolley:..wire side 57 feet outby the hoist, and a second derail 
switch was in the same rail about 390 feet outby the first derail 
switch and about 190 feet outby 6 left. 

Two tyPes of drags uere used on the rear of tri:ps ascending 
grades; the tY'.')e used by gathering .crews was an iron bnr provided 
with a regular mine-cE1-r link on one end so that it could be held by 
the coupling pin on the car; and the type used on main-line trips, ✓ 
known locally f!.S a pu.sh drr.g, was an iron b!?.r connect ed to a steel 
plate bent at a 90-degree angle and arranged so that the drag could be 
attached to the r ear of a c~r and a locomotive used to push the trip 
without detaching the drag. Tho usual proceclure for the bra.keman on 
the gnthering locomotive in east main WEl.S to remove the drf'.g used on 
the trip when the trip was placed where the main-haulage locomotive 
was coupled to it and for the motorman on the locomotive used to push 
the triu to plA.ce the push drA..g on the trip before it was stri.rted. 

According to one of the officiP.ls, a company rule requires 
that, when a hoist is installed. Along an entry where a shelter hole or 
crosscut is not nr: n.r the hoist,. and there is a.anger of a wreck occurring 
neP.r the hoist, a shelter hole be provided a t the hoist. 
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InformP,tion on events rel1'..ted to the e.ccident wf'.s given by 
Alex CrerRr A.nd Joseph SU!!JEli ts, ouer~ tors of the g1'l.thering ?nd main 
hA.u.lag e locomotives, -· respectively:; Uilliam Skreshesky, br::i.keman on the 
gRthering locor:1oti ve ,i=md John Mastillo, coal loA.der ?.nd eym-.ri tness, 
who WP.S oper ?.ting the hoist ou:i,osi te the hoist the victir.1 ,ms operating 
11.t the time of the A.ccident. 

The investiga ting corJJni ttee included the following persons: 

l'ennsylvnnia DepF,Lrtment of Mines 

Michael W. Thanas Inspector, 24th Bituminous 
District 

]erwind-White Coal Mining Compgny 

Harry C. Crist 
Irvin :Buchwalter 
Sro:iuel Lehm[-Ul 
Math0w She::rwin 
EmRnuel Crew 
Stephen Sherlock 
~'Ti lli am Smith 

General Sup erintendent 
Division 3ngineer 
Nine Foreman 
Co1i!J?nny I nspector 
Night Forer.:a.n 
Assistrmt Forem?.n 
Su-p er intendent of :!:lr:,nsportn tion 

United Mine Workers of Ar.rnrica 

srnest Grea thouse 
John Knecht 

Safety Conmitteeman 
SA,f e ty Oonmi tteen?..n 

United States "RureRU of Mines 

S. A. Andrejko, Jr. Federal CoA,l Mine Inspector 

DESC? IPTION OF ACCIDENT 

The gnthering crew, consisting of Alex CrerHr and William 
Kreshesky, had nA.cle their first tri-o into the e,q,st nain section and. 

had assei:lbled. the 47-cr>r tri::o of loA.ded c P.rs a s follows: Seven CP.rs 
were :pulled fron the e~.st nain and 7 left entries, the d.rag we.s :-9lr.ced 
on the rear c ~r, the dernil switch i r::necl.iP..toly outby tho hoists in east 
mA.in WP.S opened, and the trip was pulled to 6 left; 7 c r>.rs were pulled 
fror:1 6 left, coupled. to the c 1>rs ~ulled previously, and the 14 cars 
were -pulled to 5 l eft and. left standing; ,md 33 cars were pulled 
froi:1 1 left, 2 left, 3 left, · Bnd 4 left entries Bnd :Pushed back Ftgainst 
the standing ce.rs at 5 left. All brr.i.kes on the c P> rs were set, and 2 
skids were plP.ced under the wheels of F.I. cnr ne".r the oiddle of the 
trip to :prev:: nt it fro::1 running tomi.rd the f r-.ce of CA.st mfl.in. The 
brakena.n then unco 1..1.pled the g<>thering loconotive frOL' the trip, and the 
locoooti ve was n oved into the entr r.i nce of the 4 left to awA.i t the 
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arriv?.l of the main.:).:i.ne lmulage loconotive. The 22-ton r:1ain- ha ulp,ge ✓ 
locornoti ve, operA.ted by Joseph Sunmi ts, arri vod and wa s coupled to the 
trip f and, while awniting tha arriv::il of the 17-ton pusher loconotive, 
the braker.urui walked to t he inby end of the t rip, took the drag off 
the last Cl'll' 1 r el eased al l the brP.kes set o_n the trip, and walked 
b P-ck to the loco~:1otive. The a en ,-mited for the pusher locomotive for 
about 20 ninutes and, thinking that it night be sone time before it 
arrived, decided to couple the gl'!,thering locomoti vo, which m:t s still 
in the entr::ince to 4 left, to the 22-ton locor.1.otive roid nove the trip 
toward the surf1:1,ce. The 22-ton loconoti ve w0.s on the 4 left switch, 
?.nd it was necessary to drop the trip bl'l.ck about half a car l ength 
to clear the switch. Before dropping the trip bf.I.ck , it wa s necessr-i.ry 
to close the derl'!.il switch outby 5 left. ; !{:r eshesky stated his in­
tention to do so but wa s told by Sur.lI!li ts, the o-p er . .- tor of the 22-ton 
locomotive, "You alr eady r.1.ado one trip do'l-m ther·e, I will go back and 
close the dera il s,•Ti tch,. 11 Al ex Cr er a r then got in the c:=-.b of the 22-ton 
locomotive and, when Sumr.i ts signnled tha t the derP.il switch wa s closed, 
released the brPke on the locor:1otive. The trip had moved abou.t 10 feet 
when it begPn gaining s:9oed ?n d Crerar attempted to stop it but ·was 
une,ble to do so. Sunni ts p.nd. '.J(:rc shesky saw the trip getting a.way 
and hurriedly stnrted s e tti ng brP1ces on the c ::-,rs, b1.lt the trip hP..d 
g:=i.ined so much speed tha t they ,-;rere able to s et only a few of the 
br:=ikes. 

The z,up.-a.we,y trip tr ::1.veled l'l.bout 430 feet before it stonT)ed, 
Md 9 CB.rs went through the open der::til switch Rncl. struck the hoist 
being oper P.ted by Nr. Gubete. - The hoist was r.1oved fl.bout 13 feet fron 
its original positi on by the derailed CP.rs, e.nd the body of the 
victin wns found. 25 feet inby the hoist. 

According to John M/'1.stillo, Gubete was 7ulling a car out of 
his working place, when he (Mastillo)· cm:ie out on the entry to pull 
out the cer he hP.d loaded. Mastillo noticed t!k"',t the ro:,e of the 
hoist opernt ed by Gub ete would not interfere with tho rope of the 
hoist he WP,S to us e Md sta rted to pull a loa ded car from his o't>m 
p lP.ce. He heard a runbling noise, turned nround and saw the first 
CA.r of the run-away trip go through t he oJ'.) en a.ernil, cnlled to the 
deceased, 11Look out, Charlie, 11 Pnd r P.n into the crosscut. He vmited 
a few minutes in the crosscut .<i.nd, when everything seernea. to be quiet, 
went out on the entry looking for Gubete. He found the victi;:i 1s body 
a long the 11 tight 11 side of t he entry with his hend under a der;:,.iled 
car Rnd the rest of his body r>.g;n,:i. nst the rib. It is bdieved thP..t 
Gubete, who was stqnding Rt t he outby side of the hoist, hf!.d :=-,ttempted 
to run towl'tl'd a crosscut inbJr the ho:l.st. 

The loconoti vc involved in t he accident was ex;:,.nincd ri.nd 
found in good. condition. Tp.e br,., kes and sand rigging were in good 
worki ng order. 
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CAUSE OF ACCIDENT 

The f r tali ty wa,s the result of M error in judgnent in 
atter.1pting t o drop a 47-cn.r trip on a steep grR.de with one locomotive, 
when two loconotivee ordin.<i,rily were used to pull the trip, with only 
t\\J'O skids under the 'trip, and all br£1.kec· on the cnrs reler .. sed. The 
derail switch being only 5'i' fe et from the hoist did not provide 
sufficient protection for persons o,;,er Pting the hoist, ·It is beli•eved 
also thRt this fr.tA.li ty would h,.-, .. ve been t'tvoided if a shelt er hole 
h~d b een nrovided at the hoist. 

RECOEr-'El\TDATIClJS 

Conpli 11nce with the following recomr.1endAtions should prevent 
accidents of a sinilt'tr nature. 

1. Whore d er a il switches A.re instF1,lled, they should be 
installed a.t a su:ffici ent di stnnce outby pny :ooint where nen work to 
provide ~aximwJ protection. 

2. Wher e the locomotives are inr-1.dequA.tc to control the 
trip, sufficient skids or othe r adequate r.1e1ms shculo. be used. 

3. The coDpany 1 s rule requiring shcl ter holes at hoists 
should be cor::pli ed with. 

ACKNQTiJI,EDGr.-iENT 

The cooper::i.tion of the conpany officiP.lS And er:-iplo;yees, 
and of Michael W, Thon11s, StF1.te Mine Insuector, during this investi-
go,tion is gratefully acknouledged. -

5 

3.e spectfully 

./4,z: 
/s/ s. A. 

suo1:1itte, 

/ . 
/ 

I 'Jr. 

S. A. Andrejko, Jr. 
Federnl Coal Ni ne Inspector 



FATAL ACCIDENT DATA 

l. Daily enploynent __ 7~7_4 _ __, Tine of accident: _____ a.n. -=11__,_:3_0.a-____ p.m. 

2. Gener Pl lo cr>.ti on of e..c ci den t _ _.;;..E,..;P•;.;s..,;t__;;;n;;;;.a;.;:i..;;.;n;.,_;:e..;;.;n;..:t"'"r...,y-""n.,;;;,e,.;;.B . .,;;;,r---'-7--=-l;..;;;e""'f ..... t-=-·---------
3. Job uhen injured coA.l loader RegulA.r job --"'--........ -""'----,.;.....,__. __ _ co8.l load;,,;;e.c..r _____ _ 

4. Age ___ 6_3_ Ye.<>.rs eXY,>erience regulRr job __ ,.;;.30;;....Y"""""e,;,;.;a""r""s __ _ 

5. Dependents: ~iidow X Nunber of chilo.ren under r1.go 18 l Others -=--- ----

6. Method of loading in place where acc.ident occurred~ 1-·:echanicf'.l ______ _ 
Rend into CA.X'S or conveyors into cars Other ---~~----~----------------.....-----------------------~---------Note: Itens 7 to 14 should be included i:f the f a tality results fron a 

fall of roof, face, or rib. 

7. Loc r.i.tion: Face ___ Roon_Haul r-.gEi:my __ ,...Idle ;-forkings_Other ____ _. 

8. Type of perr.1anent su:p:r.,ort in use 1'\,t loca ti on where accident occl1.rrod: 
Posts ____ Cross b::i.rs _,,_,.. __ :Sol ts ____ None __________ _ 

9. ~'1:)e of tenoor::,.ry sup-_oort in use in pl<".ce where acci cl.ant occurred: 
Posts ____ Cross bP.rS ____ Jr-i.cks ____ Nono -------------

10. Did :injury occur inby last pornri,nent !'oof sunport? Yes ____ No _____ _. 

11. Distnnce fron le.st sup-ports to fl".co: l'ornf".nent ____ i:::'er:iporP.ry ____ _ 

12. ~,'1.S st.<>ndard su:ouort plan no.opted? t.•Tg s it folloHed in this -------plti.co? _______ _ 

13. L~.st prior visit by mine offici r,,l: Dr-.te ____ Time ____ n.n. 

14. Approxir.1f"..te dir.wnsions of f l"ll in inches: Length ______ Width ____ __ 
M0.x. thickness ~--------
Note; Iter:1s 15 to 19 should b e included if the f P.tnli ty results fror.i a 

haulRge accident. 
Locr->.tion: Main hnull",ge rol".d Secondl"ry haulP.g e road -,...--- --------15. X 
Face arel:', ---~ Slope Shnt ____ Surfn.ce _____ _. 

16. Direct e r.use __ r!:1!!,~~l!-t_r_i'-'u--------------------------

1 7. Indiroc t c nuscs __ I_n_r-.,..cl-'-e.,;:,q.,_,u_n_t-'-e__,;;.c ... o.;:.;n_t ___ r...;;o..;;l.....,;,o.;.;f ___ l __ o __ a""'a._o_d ___ t_r.;ai""'p ____________ _ 

18. Contributing physical and./ or n echnnic.n.l hazri.rds ______________ _ 

19. Contributing unsafe prr-.cticos :R.cnoving the d.rr,g off tho re"; cr-.r of the 

tri-o and rdeasing br.q,kos on nll lo l"..dccl. c ri.rs, 
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