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instead of wood , and whether or not tliat is feasible or practical is
a question tliai must l >e left to llie general managers and general
superintendents.

Under tin * mine law, all places should bo made..safe for men to
work in. Is a gangway half a mile or a mile in length , closely double
limbered and lagged, and dry as punk , safe for men to work in ? How
can they escape in ease of a lire, say half a mile from the face, if the
lire is not discovered at the start ? Under such circumstances they
would be as bad olf as the. men in the China Vein of the Pancoast
mine.

To replace timber with sleek iron or concrete in many of the gang-
ways opened in the Mammoth vein in many of the counties would
add an additional dollar a ton to the cost of production . (Jan the
coal companies bear this expense at the present price of coal ?
While this danger exists and has existed for liftv vears verv few lives
have been lost by lire in gangways, airways and chutes. Put a dis -

astrous accident of this kind may occur any day. and the purpose of
this article is to call attention to this matter so that preventive
measures may be taken.

The Avondale disaster and the Pancoast disaster are not parallel
cases. A disaster such as Avondale can never occur again, as every
shaft and every slope now has a second opening. Yet there is some
danger from lire in breakers that were built over or near the shafts
before ( In * law was emu - led, or weie rebuilt since its enactment under
a favorable ruling of tin* court on the subject.

An accident of this kind occurred at the shall of tin * Pennsylvania
Uoa ) Company, where the breaker was destroyed. Luckily the shaft
had second openings available through the outcrop openings by which
all the employes escaped.

M I N E L I K E A T T I I E PANCOAST M I N E

A very disastrous lire occurred in the engine house in the China
vein of the Pancoast mine of the Price- Pancoast Coal Company, April
7, Jbll . Disasters of t h i s kind are verv rare, but thev may be verv
destructive both to life and property, as was the case in this instance.
Not since the Avondale mine lire in September, ISC*!), has there been
any similar disaster of equal magnitude.

This engine house ( if i t can he properly designated as such i con -
sisted of an open spare excavated in the coal about dO feet long and
1 ( 1 feet wide, with twelve* sets of len - inch round timber, the collars
between notches being 10 foot and tin * height being N feel . The engine
was placed on the Moor resting on two square stringers and fastened
to tin* bottom rock. The platform on which the engine rested was b x
S feet and made of two- inch plank. From tin* engine house a small
opening about 0 x (i feet was made through the coal to the passing
branch that leads In the tunnel. The. engine had been in use * for
about six years and had never at any time caused any apprehension
on the part of the inspector, superintendent , mine foreman , lire boss
or any of tin* employes as to the possibility of danger from lire, and ,

ill my opinion , judging from personal observation , no one would have
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i eomed i l poss ib le tha t ; t l i r e cou ld ( K - < * II i - i n I l i e eng ine house tha t
would he « »f .such se r ious consequences. The unexpec ted happened in
th i s ins i ance.

As can he seen f rom i l i e t r ac ing herewi th submi t t ed , the eng ine
house was p laced ahon l 50 fee l o i l' i l i e dou lde t rack brunch lead ing
in to t in* tunne l tha t cu t s the China ve in and on th i s b ranch twe lve
empty ca r s were s t and ing. The, ve ins a t th i s po in t fo rm a smal l
bas in and the tunne l i s d r iven th rough the lop rock of t in * Ch inn ve in ,

pene t ra t ing the ve in a ! a d i s t ance of 5011 fee l . The eng ine was p laced
a t th i s po in t to ho i s t the coa l.

Af te r the t i r e w as ign i t ed in t in* eng ine house the IK a t and smoke
the re f rom wen - ca r r i ed by the a i r cur ren t to the doub le t r ack branch
d i rec t ly oppos i t e, s e t t ing the ca r s on t i r e and thence to i l i e tunne l
and th rough i t t o the work ings of the China ve in on the o the r d ip
and in to t in * work ings, a s can he seen oi l t he map, to the men a t the i r
work ing p laces in I Im severa l gangways.

I t i s my op in ion , a s s l a t ed a t t in * i nques t , tha t i t was im -
poss ib le fo r any of the men to escape, excep t those in Per ry 's and
Hol ton 's gangways. As eor rohorn t ive of i h i s op in ion , i l may be s ta l ed
tha t .Mr. Per ry, who drove t in * gangway and knew the connec t ions
be t t e r than am other man . h i s t h i s l i f e whi l e endeavor ing in gu ide the

a p lace of sa fe ly. However, s ix teen
persons escaped I rom Per ry 's and Hol ton 's gangw ays under the
gu idance of d r ive r s and runners.

A few of the ju ro r s a t t in * i nques t c r i t i c i sed I l i e me thod of l igh t ing
easy to c r i t i c i se,

bu t i f t he c r i t i c s had been Ihe te i l i s ha rd ly probab le tha t they
cou ld have used any be l t e r method than tha t employed by Super in ten-
den t I l i t ) l ev. The l i r e was ex t ingu i sh t d . unfo r tuna ie lv too la t e to save
the l ives of o the r p i r sons in t in* mine : bu t these pe r sons cou ld no t
have been rescued in anv wav af t e r the l i r e was d i scovered. Kven i f

• t

t he fan had been s iopp id , a s sugges ted by a ju ro r, the hea t f rom the
l i r e would have c rea ted a su l i i r i en l vo lume of a i r 1 o ca r ry the po i son -

ous smoke f rom the burn t wood and coa l to the men .
Ord ina r i ly abou t L’b.b t ib cub ic f i e t o f a i r pe r minu te en te red the

tunne l , and i t can be assumed tha t t in * hea l f rom the l i r e inc reased
i t amount , so tha t 5( 1,01 )0 cub ic fee l o f po i soned a i r pe r minu te

passed in to the tunne l. Assuming the a rea of the tunne l to be t i t ) f ee t ,

t he ve loc i ty of t in * a i r would have been abou t S00 l inea l fee l pe r minu te,
which
minu l i s. Tha t be ing the case, how cou ld any of the per sons ( excep t
those in Per ry 's o r Hol ton 's gangways who were impl i ed of the f i r e
by te l ephone- ! have escaped , o r how cou ld any person f rom outs ide
have g iven I hem any ass i s t mice ? Kven I l a rvey. the man tha t rece ived

message, los t h i s l i f e whi l e endeavor ing to no t i fy h i s
eo employes of the i r danger. .Men cou ld no t b rea the the po i sonous-
l ad n smoke f rom ( In * bu rn ing coa l and wood and l ive more than a
very few minn l s.

g rea t dea l was sa id abou t ( he re be ing no second open ings f rom
qien ing was mere ly a b l ind tunne l . Upon

see ing t h i s s i a l emeu l in t l i e new spapers, I made a persona l inves t iga -
t ion of t h i s pa r t in i l a r p lace and found t wo second open ings or avenues

escaped th rough i f they had had a chance.
However, whi l e these second open ings were probab ly no t l ip lo I l i e r e-

peop le f rom his gangway to

th i s l i r e, bu t t l i ev d id so wi thou t cause. 11 i s ve rv

means tha t the a i r t i aveJed a t the ra te of a mi le in abou t (!.',

i l i e t e l ephone

A
th i s t nn i i e l ; t ha t the

l ha t I he nu n cou ld l i av i
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t p i i r emen t s of the l ; i \v ;i s be ing1 a lways sa le and ava i l ab le, no loss of l i f e
can be a t t r ibu ted In ( l i e i r eond i l ion . Even i 1' t i n; v ie l in i s bad been
ins t ruc ted bow in escape, in ease of acc iden t by a gas exp los ion o r a
mine t in*, none of them cou ld have read ied tbe second open ings
th rong’l l ! be po i soned a tmosphere, excep t those f rom IVrry's o r
Hol ton 's gangways. I ' nde r ex i s t ing cond i t ions, when I be eng ine
bouse look t i r e Ihe ta l e of a majo r i ty of the men in tbe ( 'b ina ve in
was sea led.

The. second open ing lb rough Ihe Eas t s lope was ava i l ab le to tbe
employes in Per ry 's and Hol ton 's gangways and was
to those who made the i r e scape wi thou t de lay. I t was no t , however,
ava i l ab le as a sa fe ou t l e t to tbe o the r employes, because I hey were
unab le to reach i l t h rough tbe po i soned a tmosphere,. The open ings
to the ve in above would have been ava i l ab le as a sa fe ou t l e t f rom a
cave- in o r poss ib ly a s l igh t exp los ion of gas, l in t in th i s ins t ance they
were use les s, a s l l i ev cou ld no t be reached in t ime.

The acc iden t a t tbe Pancoas t mine has been Ihe means of ca l l ing Ihe
a t t en t ion of tbe Leg i s l a tu re to Ihe danger of t i r e s in coa l mines and
wi l l and l i a s b rough t abou t the1 enac tmen t of measures tha t wi l l ,
no doub t , do much to preven t t lx* r ecur rence of such acc iden t s.

A synops i s of the tes t imony of the wi tnesses a t the impies l , wh ich
con t inued fo r a per iod of e igh t days, i s g iven herew i th , toge the r wi th
the repor t o f Ihe inspec to r of the d i s t r i c t , t he repor t o f the coroner 's
ju ry and the verd ic t o f the ju ry.

a sa fe ou t ha

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES AT INQUEST

Havi t l Hi r l l ey. super in tenden t of the Pancoas l co l l i e ry , t e s t i f i ed in
pa r t a s fo l lows : “On the morn ing of Apr i l T, 11) 11, I was s i l l ing in the
mine of f i ce, a t abou t Ab minu tes to !), when the headman came in and
sa id , ’.Mr. P in ley, you a re wanted ins ide in the Dunmore ve in .' 1
s a id. •Al l r igh t .’ I j umped up, the cage was wai t ing, and I go t on the
cage and went down. When I reached the foo t o f the sha f t Ihe foo t -

man sa id. ‘.Mr. Hi r l l ey, Ihe Nor th s lope eng ine house i s on l i r e.' I
ru shed in of course. When I reached the eng ine house I me t Leo

and sa id , ' Leo. have t in; men been no t i f i ed In comeWin te r s, 1 th ink ,
ou t ?' l i e sa id, ‘ Yes, .John Evans has gone to the Wes t s lope and
not i f i ed t in * men , and Wal le r Knig l i l and t in * l i r e boss have gone in to
l lu * tunne l ." Wi l l i t hese l ads before me 1 p i t ched fo r Ihe f i r e,

had one s t ream of wa te r on the f i r e a t tha t t ime, and we got ano the r
s t r eam on i l f rom ano the r p lug and shor t ly ihe t i r e began !o d imin i sh
in t he eng ine house. In the course of abou t ha l f an hour, o r i l maybe
a l i t l h* longer, we go t the f i r e under con t ro l.

1 was then a l t in * eng ine, and Henry Simpson and , I t h ink , Wi l l i am
Paker wen* pu t t ing ou t the t in * in the l i t t l e a l l ey tha t l eads f rom the
eng ine house to the gangway when * t in * ca r s wen* s t and ing on the

went ou t o f th i s passageway towards 1 l i e road
Then * I me l the dr ive r boss and sa id.

We have* go t i t abou t
I i t * s a id , 'Al l

‘db.’ I s a id . ‘ 1 d idn ' t know 1 ha t .' and l ie
was a s i r eam of f i r e I don ' t know

pass ing branch .
I ha t l eads to t in * Nor th s lope.
‘Leo, we have go t the l i r e under con t ro l aga in ,

ou t .’ I I t * s a id. ‘< ’o ine l i en *.' I wen t a round t in* co rne r.
ns i* min t * ca r s a r t* on t in*.'

d idn ' t know i l be fo re:
how long,

them wen * burn ing

ami the re
r n e re wer t * I I o r 1 b min t * ca r s s t and ing then *, some of

and some wer t * un i . I s a id. 'The bes t th ing we
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< * i i n do now is lo ”d the l ioso f rom the sur face, I l i e Hose Company's
l iose, so ns lo ”e l ano the r s t r eam on Hie l i r e.' So I wen t o i l nnd
” o t Hie l iose and 1 s:i id to Mr. Jones, ‘ Von be t t e r ]i l ione down for
i l i e r e scue ca r nnd no t i fy Hie Mine Inspec to r.’ *
the mine nnd ;ibon l ha l f ps i s t t \\ < * t he l i r e in Hie ” a i i ” \vay was under
co l l ! ro l.

The eng ine house had been 1 he re e i”'h l yea r s. We had a l i r e. ] i ln «f J i t
t he eng ine house, wi th I ] i nch l iose a l Inched. wi th wafe r a lways on .
'I'l i e hose was tes t ed every morn ing by the eng inee r. We had iwo
oI he r wa te r p lug's and hose conven ien t . We had T ) or 41) men t i ” h I i n i'
the l i r e. We had a l l the men tha t cou ld work a l Hie l i r e, and a l l the
men needed fo r s t and ing|» ro j >s.

We got Hie wa te r to l igh t the l i r e f rom a th ree-inch p ipe connec ted
wi l l ) t he ( s ink on Hie su r face to the foo l o f sha f t. There i t was reduced
t o a two inch Ripe and conduc ted a!< * n iy a l l t he gangways and a
branch oppos i t e ( “ ve ry o r nea r ly every chamber. We had abou t 1 J I IHI
fee t o f one and une-ludf inch hose in severa l gangways : ;u abou l eve ry
Mi l l f ee l we had a ro l l o f hose a lwavs r» *;i dv fo r an emergence,

cou ld l i i ive used four hose on th i s l i r e, bu t on accoun t of the l imi ted
space Iwo hose were a l l t ha t cou ld be used lo advan tage. We had
gre j i t p ressu re, abou t SOI ) f ee t, t he dep th of the sha f t. Xo person
cou ld go in i i s t the t r ap-door on Per ry's head ing to no t i fy the men
t o co l l i e ou t o i l accoun t of the dense smoke which would be fa ta l to
brea the h i a lew minu tes. Henry Simpson and ( ieo rge S imons were
the Iwo men tha t d i scovered the l i r e l i r s l ..Tames •) . Moran , eng inee r t i t Xor f l i s lope, l e s l i l i ed in pa r i a s

I am the eng inee r fo r bo th Hie ( T ina and I lun inun' ve ins.
The morn ing of the l i r e, t he rope r ide r, James Caswel l , and I came
in 1 need ie r to t in* eng ine house. I op l i ed t lx* cupboard t ind g i ive
Caswel l ;i l amp fu l l o f o i l and l i t t he lamp in the eng ine house. I
j u s I r an down one t r ip d ia l morn ing' and pu l l ed i t hack up. 1 then
looked a round and saw every th ing was a l l r igh t and I tu rned down the
la in ] ) and s ta r t ed fo r Ihe o the r s lope eng ine. In abou t ha l f an hour
o r so 1 s l a r l ed lo smel l smoke , and in abou t l ive miuu les more I
s t i i r l ed back to the nor th eng ine house and found i t fu l l o f smoke and
on l i r e. Hut be fo re 1 r eached t in * eng ine house Frank Shan l i s to ld
me Ihe eng ine house w:i s on l i r e. I cou ldn’ t ge t in to Hu* eng ine house
on i tcco i in l o f Ihe Ina l and smoke. 1 saw Micheson , the eng inee r, i l l
H ie. t a i l rop< * where the te l ephone i s. He sa id tha t In * had te lephoned
lo Ihe men in 1 he tunne l lo come out .

eng inee r Moran was empha t i c in s t a l ing t l i a l l i e d idn ' t t h row any
matc hes o r any th in -̂ e l se a round ( ha t caused Ihe l i r e a t the eng ine
house. 11 ( * s a id I lu l l he was to ld I l i a I I l ank Simpson saw- the l i r e * l i r s I .

< I co rey S imons les l i l i ed in pa i l a s fo l lows : “ 1 am a company man
and d o odd j o b s a l l ove r t in * mine, o r ra the r in the Dunmore ve in
where Ihe t i r e was. When the l i r e s l a r l ed I was ins ide abou t two
hundred fee l f rom Ihe l i r e towards the tunne l. Mv hut tv sa id , ‘ Do

9 9 1

\ o i l sme l l any th in ;̂?” I sa id . H smel l someth in ” burn ing l ike rubber.’
‘ I be l i eve tha t i s a b rake band k ind

of ho t ." I n l ive o r s ix minu tes I s aw 1 he h i ”- smoke coming. so we s la r l -
ed ou t th rough t in * smoke f rom Ihe eng ine house. I r an as fas t a s I
cou ld to t lx * o i l i e r eng ine house and to ld a fe l low named Micheson to
te l ephone up lo the mounta in to ge t the men ou t a s <|i i i ek as poss ib le.

1 re tu rned to

W e

* ^

fo l lows : i »

I’ l i e i i a f t e r a l i t t l e wh i l e I s a id.
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l i e i i skc i l , ‘ Wl ia l i s Hie mat te r ?' I sa id , ‘The engine house is on
t i re.’ A It o r d ia l I went hack to ge l ( l i e hose l « t 1 rv In pul ( l i e f i re
mi l . Hank Simpson , my bul ly, and myse l f were i l ia t i r s t two lo l igh t
the l i re. Then Par f rey came and a fa l low named ( 'roup and his
Iml ly mine, and i don ' t know who else came
l ime if was about a quar te r lo n ine. Mr. Pi r l l ey came in , bu t I can ' t
say what t ime In * came in. When i l i r s i saw I In * engine room ii was
fu l l of b laze and smoke, and the blaze seemed to be r igh t on the l loor.
[ passed the cars on the branches ; I be l ieve there were P? empty cars
on one road and poss ib ly In loaded cars on another road . I passed
be tween them and wen I r igh t out lo lhe ta i l rope engine house. I am
not sure whether the engineer te lephoned to the off ice or .no t , bu t he
went to the te lephone, as 1 le f t a t once to ge l the hose on the t i re.
S impson and mysel f car r ied the hose, which was in fi t ) foo l lengths,
to the water p lug, which was about 401 ) fee t away from the l i re. We
couldn' t connec t wi th the plug in the engine house on account of hea t
and smoke. I t took us f rom ten io f i f teen minutes to make connec-
t ions and get water on the l i re. I f i r s t saw the f i re about In
answer to the ques t ion , “ You saw what was on l i re ?- ' He sa id , “ Yes, s i r,
and i t was dangerous for everybody ins ide of i t . Nobody could ge l
in through tha t wi th safe ty lo ge t the men out. The smoke was too
s t rong. I saw Knight and Dawes going in , bu t i t was before we
smel led the smoke and they knew noth ing of the l i re then.

Wil l iam Mieheson tes t i l i ed in par t as fo l lows: “ I am the ta i l rope
engineer. Aboul ha l f pas t e igh t tha t morning Henry Par f rey came
and to ld me to te lephone to the tunne l workings tha t there was a
t i re in the Nor th s lope engine house. I t e lephoned the old n ipper
lending ga le on Per ry's heading tha t he should ge t John Pray and
see i f the mine foreman was ins ide ; tha t they should te l l the men to
ge t out as quick as they could , as there was a f i re in lhe Nor th Slope
engine house, and he answered ‘Al l r igh t .’ I then went over lo where
lhe. l i re was and met Leo Winters, lhe dr iver boss, who fold me lo
le lephone for Mr. I’i r l l ey, which 1 did r igh t away. I phoned Mr.
Pi r l l ey r igh t a f te r 1 phoned to the hum el. The le lephone to lhe tun -
ne l was a lways in good condi t ion , as we had to use i i a s high as a
dozen l imes a day, and of ten more, lo see whether the coa l in there
would be ready lo be pul led oul . The le lephone has not been out of
order for a year and a hal f , s ince I have been working

Harry Simpson tes t i l i ed in pan as fo l lows : “ I am the pipe l ine
man . < > n the morning of t in* l i re whi le on our way oul f rom the
tunne l junc t ion we smel led smoke. •'There must lx1 l i re somewhere,’
1 sa id. My par tner sa id , ‘No, I don ' t th ink so : i t i s Hie brake band.
They use graphi te on Thai and in running you can smel l i t .' 1 sa id .
“ No, i l i sn ' t t ha t : i f smel l s l ike rubber and 1 wi l l go back.’ He sa id.
‘Al l r igh t. I wi l l go back too.’ We star ted down the branch ; the
smoke was pre t ty s t rong. We got by there and repor ted ; gave ( he
a la rm . Tin* f i r s t men 1 saw weir Leo Winters and Hank Parf rey.
to ld them tha t lhe Nor th s lope engine house was on t i re and tha t they
should go to the bai l rope engine house and te lephone the men to
come out .

a f te r tha t . At th i s

V

1

1%

I have been employed
a t Panroas t s ix years. My duly i s lo a t tend the junc t ion for the
ta i l rope engine. That morning I met ( leorge Simons coming down
the tunne l road, ne sa id, ‘You have a t i re here,’ and we sa id ‘Where ?’

Henry Par f rey tes t i f ied in par i as fo l lows: k k
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Al I INI l l ime Leu \ \ inters was coming up the foul branch. and l ie said,
• in North slu|)( * engine l ionse.' Then Leo and 1 ran in. hut couldn' t
gel there on aeeunnt of the smoke coming down from ihe water level
hraneh. Simons ( old me to go and phone lo Kray to get the men oul
f i t'l l t away, and 1 did so. .lake Kray came to ihe phone, l ie asked me

1 ( old him there was a l ire in Ihe Xorih slope
engine house and lo go ;i11d gel the men out . I I t * said, ‘There is always
somethin"; the matter.' 1 went hack to ihe l i re then, and by that l ime
they had the hose connected and we started lo l ight the t iro. I
telephoned from the ( ai l rope engine house ; i i was about eight o'clock ,

tr ips thin up the plane.
h\ < I.Wolfe test i f ied in part as fol lows in answer lo ipiest ions given

by juror Klewit l : “ I am chi ld’ engineer of the Pancoasl Coal Coin-
surveys are made by our mine corps : the notes are sen I

checked and plotted oi l the
map. As soon as f lu* plott ing is completed I go over i l myself on the
original map. The Dnnmore No. 1' vein, which l ies immediately above
the China, has almost completed l i rst mining: the China vein lying
so close beneath the Dnnmore No. - i t is necessarv that each cl iani-

v hat was I l ie mat Irr.

as we had three

Thepuny.
to the oHice ; there t l iev are calculated.

her in the China be di- iven direct ly underneath the chamber above i l,
and that each pi l lar be placed direct ly above the pi l lar underneath
that in order to keep up the roof and mine tin* coal." In answer
to a quest ion he said. '’The distance that .Moran had to travel
between the two engine houses in which he worked is l.dbO feet .

Thomas Cook test i f ied in paid as fol lows: “As a rule I am rope
and pul ley man, that is, company man. The first thing that morning
my butty and I went to the plain* and while going towards the tunnel
a car got oi l', so we helped to put i t on. dust at this t ime Walter
Knight and Isaac Dawes came along and they helped us to put the
caron the track . Then they went into t in* tunnel, and we fixed one pul-
ley, and 1 went to the old engine house for two more pul leys. When 1
got there a fel low cal led Crnnnhow said. “ There is smoke down there,
Tom.' As soon as he said that I ran down to t in* Idast slope, and found
ihe smoke was coming over 1he dip hack out from the tunnel and going
down Ihe slope. I said. ‘My Cod ! t in* tunnel men must know about this
or they wi l l he lost .’ I ran lo the engine room and said to .Micheson,
• Choi ie into the tunnel : Knight has gone in there and phone to him to

there is a big l i re.' Micheson said. ‘I have noti t ied
them in there.’ I lemusi have telephoned because my hoy who w as in
there said they had a telephone message." In answer lo Ihe quest ion.

Your hoy said In* got a message from Micheson ?’’ In* said, “ Yes,
sir. They got the message and got out , or they would he there.

dol in Wrobel test i f ied in part as fol lows : " 1 am a miner’s laborer ;
the miner’s number was l ist ). 1 worked in Kerry's gangway. On this
morning a runner came with the driver and said i t was ‘al l over.' That
means quit work . One of the men that said “ al l over' was Arthur
( ! rcsl ian.

« »

gel the men out ;

k k

eight or nine o’clock when we were
I'l iere was plenty of smoke, hut always more coming,

a runner named dol in Mahalki that the engine
a irwav

I think i l was half past
told ‘al l over.'
We
house was oi l l i re. \ Ye sal down i l l t in
I hel l with other fel lows well t o l l t .

hdd bvwere
about half an hour ;

» i

A i t hur < i rcsl ian test i f ied in part as fol lows:
vein in Kerry 's gangway,

driver named Wil l iam Kerr is

“I am a driver in t in*
I was up in the heading and a

came running up and said i t was ‘al l
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l i i l l o w l l i love r.’ Af te r ;i * r m i i i o r c a m e i m i n i n g u p ; i m l s:
‘J i n c r y u p ;M I < ] y o l l l u * m e n o i i l ,' m i d w o g o t t h e n u l l i n ; i c o w, m i <|

w o i i l i n l l u * h e a d i n g m i d y o l K e r r y m i d I K * l e d n s d o w n l l i i i l w n y n s
I n c n s ( I n * s m o k o m i d l i o I ( * l’ ( n s. S o w i* w o n l h a c k l o l l u * h e a d i n g
a g a i n m i d w < * w e n t d o w n l l u* n i n n w n y a g a i n , d o w n n s C n c n s i l u * s m o k i *.
W e o n n n* i i ] » a g a i n, m i d o o n l d n ' l g o n p, m i d w o w o n l u p n «4n i n n n d
d o w n l l u * n i n n w n y t o I c y l o J U T I o n l ; w o n l n p n c o n n d m i d d o w n a g a i n ,

n n d I c i o d i t f o r I l n * f o n c t l i I i 1 n o. W o r n s l i o d t h r o u g h i l s o m o w n y ; I
were on ly no t i f i ed !iv I l n *

( *

don ' t know l iow w < * go t 111 l o t 1 -u, 11.
runner, who wns down nl the branch , nnd the smoko mine down on

Wi -
l l im nnd In * m mo runn ing np. Tin n wo on I l ed , * ( ’on10, 1111 i cy np, n i i i ioc,

1 Im coc, con10 down ; t l ioco i s somo I l i ing o i l l i r e, o r you rmi' l ye t mi l .’
11111 n .Mnlmlk i los l i l i cd in pnc i ns fo l lows : " 1 mil n c i innoc in

I ’occy 's gangway. Ahonl l in l f pns l e igh t , whi l e ru l ing, 111 is o ld l i imi

the n i|i ] i ( *c, h i s nnn io i s Mike, onnn * np nnd sn i i l , ‘John then * i s l id s of
smoko l ioco.' T lu * n 1 go I np nnd looked nnd saw the smoko r igh t l ioh ind
mi*. I n sked h im , ‘ I s yonc ga te on l i r e, .Miko, oc any onnvns anywhere
on l i ce ?' Hi * sn i i l . ‘No.' ‘Wel l , wlml i s the mnl loc ?' I sn id. TIu *n
In* to ld mo Hin t n ] mc ty to lo] d io i iod tha t t in* eng ine l ions i* wns on
l i ce. When ho sn id l lu* eng ine house wns on t in * I s lopped :l

who wns nhon l KM ) foo l I'com 1110, nnd I o ld h im lo go i i ] i nnd lo l l n i l l l u*

men i t wns n i l ove r. I t hen wonl th rough the s lope to l lu * t e l ephone
lo I imi how wo cou ld ye t ou t . 1 't r i ed the p lume th ree l imes, hu t yo l
no su i swer. 1 t hen wont to Jnko Ker ry nnd to ld h im t l ioco wns lo t s
o f smoke, nnd I sn i i l, ‘Jnko, you Inke us ou t ; you know the wny.'
So wo went down l lu * n i rwny, the ho l tom of l lu * n i ewny, when * t l ioco
nco two tenp yn les 1'con i the n iewny in to the bcnm -l i nyn in , nnd l i e
took 11s n i l i n to t l in l smoko. I s lnyed l ioh ind . I wou ldn 't go in , Im!
ni l Iho o the r s wen t in. 1 cu l l ed on l l i em to come buck. In nhon l
l ive minu tes they oun io buck. I sn id . 0 '01110 on , boys, lo t us ye! ou t .'
Then we met two dr ive r s rn iminy f rom l lu * Las t s lope. 1 nsked,

‘Doyo i i know the wny t h rough here ?’ They sn id I hey d id , bu I t ha t they
wen * n fen id to yo t l in l wny on necoun t of yus. 1 sn id , ‘You inuy ns
'' e l l d i e of yas ns of smoke.' Wo kep t l lu* l i gh t s down ns low ns we
cou ld whi le go ing th rough n c ross-cu t to n chnmbec nnd found n
miner nnd Inbore r n l work . I sn i i l , ‘ Drop your too l s nnd yo mi l .’ \\>
wont down through the ehnmbers, yo l on l lu* mnin i*ond , nnd doe ( hu l l .
Iho runner f rom l lu * Las t s lope, wns then * and d i rec ted ns Ib ronyh .
NN'i * wen t to the Las t s lope and had lo yo th rough a l i t t l e smoki*. We
went up the s lope and then bea t i l t o t in * foo t o f the sha l l . As we yo l
lo Iho foo t Mr. i » i r! l ev enn io down the shaf t . Tha t i s n i l I know."

I . '1

l <

Leo Win te r s los l i l i cd in pa r t a s fo l lows : “ I am the dr ive r boss. I
wns s i t l i ny nea r the ta i l rope eng ine house nhon l ha l f pas t e igh t, 1
t h ink , when Simons nnd Simpson came mi l ho l l e r ing ‘F i re ! the s lope
eng ine house i s on t i ro.' So wo wel l ! up to the eng ine house nnd t r i ed
!o ye t to the hose connec t ion in the a l l ey way lend ing lo the eng ine
house, bu t ( h i * smoke was coming ou t so s t rong tha t we cou ldn ' t ye t 10
i f . So I se l l! word to l lu * ( n i l rope eng ine house to ge l the men ou t .
Mr. Ki r i lov enme. in nhon l n ine o'c lock, and asked mo if l lu * men in l lu *

11111 n i ' l had boon not i f i ed and I sa id they had been not i l i ed by phone.
The eng inee r came in shor t ly a f t e r 1 sen t h im word , and I a sked h im i f
he had go t an answer over l lu * p lume, nnd he sn i i l he had go t an answer
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fmni Mike Ko/.ey. Tin* engineer's name is \ \'i 11i;i111 Micheson, and lie
came to llu* tire before Birtlev came in. I worked nil day putting
onl llio lire. I sinrlod lo ludp take tin1 bodies out nl Imlf pasl seven
in l lie even ing nnd renin ined until they lmd nil been tnken out. nboul
loll or eleven o'clock tlie next day.

Mike Ko/.ey teslilied in purl ns follows: “ I mu n nipper ( door
lender ) , tending; D » llio doors nnd nlso tending- lo Hie telephone in ruse
anything was wanted. I went to Perry's roud lo tind if the trip was
ready, and saw dark limy run to Ilie telephone, and then from the
telephone lie came and told me there was a big fire and that 1 should
run to Perry's road and tell all the fellows to look out for the fire.
I went nnd told the runner. John Mahalki. to hurry nnd tell all the
miners to go out. that there was a big fire, and I went back to the door
I was tending. Init there1 was too much smoke. 1 was within ten feet
of Bray when he was talking over Ihe phone and all l heard him say
was ‘All right .' Bray went to the mountain to notify the oilier men.
When Bray told me to notify the men you could hardly notice llu*
smoke, but later il came in big volumes. After that we went lo Jake
Perry's heading, and there found four miners, three laborers, two
nippers and two drivers. We were all in a group, but without a light,
and a miner by tin* name of Bubal gave us oil. Then we went to the
airway where* Jim Peed has a gat:* ( a trap door ) or a door or some-
thing tending.” Then In* explained how they went onl. about the
same wav as the others did.

* i

Paul Bright testified in part as follows : " 1 am a mine foreman in
the upper veins called Diamond Xos. 2 and J. About twenty minutes
to ten in the morning I was informed that there was a lire in the
Dunmore vein. I then went down to the Dunmore vein through Xo.
2 shaft and was told that tin* North engine room was on fire. So I
went there* at once. 1 saw Mr. Dirt ley and he asked me to make an
elfort to get in to llu* men in the tunnel. 1 made several attempts, but
failed on account of the heal and smoke; il was impossible to go and
live. It was then about ten o'clock, so 1 came back and informed
Mr. Birtley that I could not go in through the smoke, and then began
to help light the lire logel il out as quick as possible, and 1 employed
llu* men around there lo stand timbers, to keep every one safe

After llu * fire was out we went into thetin * lire.while lighting
tunnel and soon alter entering we came to llu* body of Dawes, the
tin* boss, and then we went right on in the tunnel until we came to
the body of Knight , the mine foreman, half way between entrance and
bodies of dead ; then we retreated back to the fool of the shaft .” Then
lie recited how they got the bodies out.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR

This disaster occurred on tin* morning of April 7, about S..",() o'clock.
A fire in some way was started in the North slope* engine house in the
No. 2 Dunmore vein and the. ( lames were communicated lo llu* props
and double timber and a trip of twenty empty mine cars standing
on ( he head of the slope along side of the engine house on the intake

Two si reams of water were immediately brought to playairwa v.
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i he l i r e mid I l i e men ins ide of ( l i e l i r e were no t i f i ed ns soon as
poss ib le, Iml I l i e smoke I rom the l i r e was ea rned to ami th rough 1 he
tunne l tha t was dr iven i rom die No. '1 Dmimore ve in to ( In * No. I
lMinmore ve in , o r ( 'l i i na ve in , be fo re I In * men cou ld make the i r escape
th rone'l l ( l i e second open ings. 't he resu l t was tha t seven ty- two of
them were overcome wi th the smoke I rom the t i r e and d ied befo re the
t i r e cou ld be ex t ingu i shed. '! l i e l i r e was un i t e r con t ro l a t '1 p. m., o f
the same day. 1 was away f rom home a t the t ime and d id no t hea r
of t in* l i r e un t i l l a t e in the a f t e rnoon . 1 a r r ived a t the mine a t 4
o’c lock in the a f t e rnoon and found severa l o f l i c i a l s o f o the r coa l
compan ies the re a long wi th the < iove rnment F i r s t Aid t ’o rps.

1 a t once went in to the mine wi th Super in tenden t \ V . k. Al len of
the Scra tdon t ’ua l ( ’ompany, Sn ) i e r in len i t cn t Henry G. Davi s, Ass i s l -
an t Super in tenden t l l en ry F. Har r i s, and W i l l i am F. W a tk ins of the
De laware, Lackawanna and Wes te rn Fa i l road Company, Dan ie l
Young, Dis t r i c t Super in tenden t of the Scran ton Coa l Company, and
Super in tenden t Joseph Y. Di r t i e r and .Mine Foreman Haul Br igh t of
t in* Dancoas t Co l l i e ry. We found tha t Joseph Fvans of the Govern-
men t Fescue Corps was overcome by smoke whi le t ry ing to rescue
some of the men and Doc to r J . F. Jacob and myse l f and some of the
Government Fescue Corps worked con t inua l ly on h im for over an
hour and a ha l f t ry ing to s t ive h im , bu t he had inha led too much of the
smoke and cou ld no t recover, l i e d ied wi thou t rega in ing consc ious-
ness.

on

We then proceeded down the s lope and th rough the Fas t tunne l in to
ihe China ve in to sea rch fo r the bod ies of the unfor tuna te v ic t ims.
The t i r s t bodv was tha t o f F in * Doss I saac Dawes, who was found on
ihe main gangway road .jus t ins ide of the tunne l and abou t th ree
hundred yards f rom the burn ing eng ine house, wi th h i s face po in t ing
ou tward as i f in the ac t o f coming ou t to see wha t was wrong. The
body of .Mine Foreman Wal te r Knigh t was found in the midd le of the
t rack a t the ex t reme end of the main gangway road wi th h i s face
po in t ing inward ind ica t ing tha t he was t ry ing to reach the men who
were work ing on ihe ins ide end of the gangway. Twenty-one v ic t ims
were found in one group in the midd le of the gangway junc t ion of
Der ry’s gangway a l l wi th the i r fa res po in t ing ou tward ind ica t ing
tha t they a l l f e l l wh i l e t ry ing to escape. Tin * o the r s were found
a long t in * d i f f e ren t gangways r igh t and le f t o f t in * ma in gangway
road. Af te r f ind ing a l l o f the v ic t ims wo a t once organ ized

"

seve ra l
pa r t i e s of men wi th s t r e t che r s and b lanke t s and proceeded to ca r ry
ou t the dead. Those tha t were iden t i f i ed wen * immedia te lv taken in

t

charge by the d i f fe ren t under t ake r s and prepared fo r bur i a l . The un -

iden t i f i ed were taken to the ca rpen te r shop on the ou t s ide which was
tu rned in to a tempora ry morgue and la id s ide by s ide un t i l they cou ld
be iden t i f i ed by the i r fami l i e s o r f r i ends. At 7 o’c lock the nex t
morn ing a l l o f the dead bod ies had been taken ou t of the. mine. When
t lx* r ecovery of I he bod ies had been comple ted, l i t t l e work was requ i red
to pu t t lx * mine in cond i t ion fo r opera t ion, excep t ( l ean ing up the
roof tha t had fa l l en when the suppor t ing t imbers burned away and

( * r emains of t lx * twen ty mine ca r s
I no t i t i ed Due t n r J a l l i e s F.

Fo i in ty, by phone, Sunday morn ing,
ho ld an inques t to

a t were le f t bu t
Sa i l ry, ( ’o roner

Apr i l !l. t o
asce r t a in who, i f any, was

removing
a twis t ed mass of i ron ,

o f Lackawanna
proceed a t once, t o
a t fau l t .

t >
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To .lames F. Sa l t ry, M . I ).,
( 'o roner, Lackawanna County, Fa.

I )ea r S i r :
Tin1 < 'o roner's .lury empanel led to inves t iga te the* cause of t lu* dea th

of seventy- th ree persons in the Pancoas t Mine of Pr ice Pancoas t Coal
( 'ou t ] any. Thump, Pa ., on the morning of Apr i l 7, lh l I , beg leave to
t epor t us fo l lows :

Immedia te ly upon being sworn we endeavored to ga in ent rance to
t in* mine i t ) f ami l ia r ize ourse lves wi th t in* var ious l i f t s of the China
vein and tha t por t ion of No. l l Duumore vein , where in the. l i re* oc-
cur red in the ( l ig ine house which is d i rec t ly respons ib le for the dea th
of the men from smoke. Our des i re in th i s d i rec t ion was not gra t i f ied
for the reason tha t the fan was out of condi t ion and under repa i r.
As soon ns the fan had been adjus ted and in working order, we
aga in vis i ted the mine making a thorough examina t ion of the s i te of
t l i e burned engine house and the sur rounding headings and ai rways,

bes ides v is i t ing on the same day, the tunne l lead ing f rom the No. '1
Ih inmore vein to the China vein ; Per ry's and Pad ion 's headings ; the
Fas t s lope and the Nor th s lope and the second engine house a t the
head of the Nor th engine house. This vis i t d id not enable us to inspoc l
t in 1 en t i re mine, so we subsequent ly re turned and examined a l l the
o ther por t ions of the China vein not explored on our former vis i t .

Pe t ween these v is i t s to t in * mine we began the tak ing of tes t imony
in cour t room No. l l in the Cour t House in Hie Ci ty of Scran ton, Pa .,
and were eoi i t inuous lv a t work tverv dav, e i ther tak ing tes t imouv or
examining same from stenographic notes. Wo fee l tha t we made
as thorough inves t iga t ion of th i s acc ident as our abi l i ty would permi t
and if we fa i led in any respec t , i f was not in any way due to in -
ae t iv i ty or lack of b ind ing obl iga t ion to procure a l l the fac t s per ta in ing
to lhe case.

The acc ident was an unfor tuna te one, se r ious beyond t i l l compre-
hens ion and the grea tes t which has occur red in t lu* Nor thern Anthra -
c i te f ie ld in over a gene t a t ion . We cannot re f ra in f rom saying tha t
we bel ieve t lu* loss of l i fe might have been much less ser ious, o r
poss ib ly a l l the men might have escaped if an engineer had been
s ta t ioned permanent ly a t t in * engine house where the l i re s ta r ted .
As to t lu* l i re i t se l f the off ic ia l s of t in * company main ta in they did
not th ink i t would la * se r ious and tha t they could ext inguish i t i l l
a compara t ive ly shor t t ime, wi lhout in jury to the men or loss of
t ime i t i them or t in * co l l i e ry. Subsequent ly , however, i l p roved the i r
e r ror of judgment and as a resu l t t in* men probably went to the i r
graves through t in* overconf idence of the managemint who did not
rea l ize t lu* se r iousness of t lu* s i tua t ion.

I t has been contended by many wi tnesses tha t the l i re had been
burn ing ( pu t ** a length of t ime before i t was discovered and tha t i l l
a l l p robabi l i ty many, i f no t a l l, of the men were dead before i t was ex-
t inguished . l ie th i s as i l may. the fac t remains tha t the jury can-
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not cont inue ( l ie apa thy of ( l i e managrmrni in cen te r ing
ol for l s on ( l ie l i re ins tead of a l so in i ined i i i l (‘ly no t i fy ing ni l ( l i e men
of ( he i r danger when ( l ie l i re was discovered. We are a lso of Hie

d ia l the l i re might have been fought on ent i re ly di l fe ren l

a l l the i r

op in ion
l ines wi th he l le r resu l t s f rom ( In * gangway s ide and ( ha t i f s in h had
been doin', ( l i e less of l i fe would not have occur red , o r in any ( went
would not have been so ser ious ; ( h i s mis take was a ser ious one.

Tin; inves t iga t ion of th i s te r r ib le ca tas t rophe l ias impressed the
jury ( ha t ( l i e min i ) ] **- l aws ar t* l ax. Here is a mine which old and
exper ienced mining men and mine inspec tors swore was the bes t
managed and la id mi l co l l ie ry in t in* va l ley , prac t ica l ly comply ing
wi th ( he Id le r of the law : never the less, th i s ca tas t rophe l ias proven
tha t the 111 i 11in 14' l aws an1 inadequate and suscept ib le of many neces-
sa ry and vi ta l amendments. \Ye are convinced tha t snf i i r ion i inspec-
t ion was not g iven th is mine by the cons t i tu ted s ta te represen ta t ive,
namely the mine inspec tor.

I t appears to 11s f rom onr inves t iga t ion tha t many innovat ions may
he in t roduced for the hea l th and safe ty of the men employed in and
about the mines wi th but l i t t l e cos t and grea t permanent benef ic ia l
resu l t s. We sugges t the Governor recommend to the Legis la ture
wi thout de lay , or ca l l i t in spec ia l sess ion , for the enac tment of a
law or laws, which wi l l compel the e l imina t ion of a l l combus t ib le
bui ld ings or mater ia l , inc lud ing coa l o i l o r kerosene lamps in engine
rooms and pump rooms, in a l l coa l min t’s or col l ie r ies ; tha t the engineer
a t every engine house in or about a col l ie ry be compel led to remain
on duty cont inuous ly dur ing his day's work ; tha t s tee l mine t imbers
should ho used wherever d i rec ted by the mine inspec tor ; tha t the
number of competen t and aggress ive mine inspec tors should be in -

c reased to guaran tee inspec t ion and enforcement of Ihe law ; tha t
they should be se lec ted f rom those hold ing mine foreman cer t Mimics
and elec ted on a nonpar t i san ba l lo t by the qual i f ied voters employed
in and about the Anthrac i te mines ; tha t te lephones be. used in a l l
the mines and tha t the wires of Ihe same be, ex tended to Ihe most
remote par t s of the mine where in men are employed ; tha t danger
a la rms and danger s igna ls he erec ted for the fur ther safe ty of ihe men :
tha t there he employed in each vein a t leas t one man to super in tend
these devices and keep them in rons lan t repa i r, bes ides bc in
pol led to make t in? men working in the l i f t s of the ve ins fami l ia r wi th
the i r ob jec t and the i r genera l appl ica t ion and tha t d i i s employe
a lso be author ized to compel a l l now employes to fami l ia l i /.e them -

se lves wi th ways of (ex i t s in case of d isas te r ; tha t every col l ie ry should
have re l ie f corps, each member of which could be convenien t ly ca l led to
a cent ra l po in t in a minimum time, to take charge of mine in case ol
acc idents and offer re l ie f and succor to the in j tmd or those who might
be in imminent danger of loss of l i fe through such ca tas t rophe as
the above and tha t the l tepar imeni of .Mines ins i s t on i t s inspec tors
doing the i r fu l l du ty under pena l ly of immedia te d ismissa l , and
exerc i se a more r ig id superv is ion over the i r conduct .

com( c

Verdic t of the durv
The

Lawrence l ie i tz, e t a l . came to the i r dea th on the morning of Apr i l 7,
verd ic t of th i s ju ry is. tha t John harava l la , Louis Korman.
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I )i lolljili i1111;11;11 inn of carbon monoxide, ( l ie direct e;mse o|'

which was the burnini; of ;i hoist ini; eui;ine house at l l ic head of I l ie
N o i l 11 slope i l l the No. 2 Dimmore vein of the Fancoast col l iery,•l ie thi ines from which eoinninnicMted with contiguous l i iuhers

engine house * ani l coimumnYatcd
nr : * to the roof supports nnd cuts in t in *

;i”e w;iy, eausin;; vast vedunms of smoke to he driven
tin * Chinn vein |>y the yrenl velocity of the nir current from the

Inn. We decl ine Hint the muse of the f in* is unknown nnd linve
hesi int ion in saying Hint we bel ieve overzenlonsness of t in* manayo-
inont to pul out t in * l i re in the engine house, nnd fori jet fulness to n de-

cree for the snfety of t in* men in the mine contr ibuted hugely to
mnkiny this accident so appal l ing.

e||I i'l l l ice to
f r o m mnin

no

Felwarel F. I»h*wit l,
Foremnn of I l ie Jurv.

t

Flior l i Wil l inms,
Hubert ( j i l lard.
John I*. McDonough,
Wil l inm F. Lewis,
James ( iradv.

Scrnnlon. Fa., May S, |‘,H 1.

.MINI*: FIKF AT T f l F C.IFSV GKOVF B K F A K F K

AA very unusual accident occurred nt the Cipsy ( irove breaker,
coal chute in the breaker enui ihl t i re in some unknown way nnd two
of t in * employes nt the top were ki l led. As several other persons
were at the top when the alarm of l i re was j j iv in and made their
escape, i t is presumed that the men who lost their l ives could have
escaped also i f they had avai led themselves of l lu* opportunity af-

forded them and not delayed too loni i. An impiest was held in con-

nect ion with t in* accident at which many witnesses were examined.
Sonic* of the ( “st imony is j j iven herewith, together with the report

of the Inspector of l lu* distr ict , the report of the Coroner’s jury and
I IK * verdict of t l ie jury.

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES AT INQUEST
I am the hoist i l l"' ett -

r in* l i rst I
John Tn \ lor test i f ied in pari as fol lows :

aineer at Cipsy ( irove mine and have * been since* 1 ST 1.
heard about l lu* t i re was when the headman, Michael Walsh, whist led

ft ft

down and said. ‘Then* is a l i t t le * l i re down in the breaker somewhere."

the w indow ami saw some smoke away back at l lu* rear
end of the breaker. 1 looked on possibly a minute* or two, and tele-

phoned down to t l ie footman. ‘ Yon may as wel l fake* l lu* car ol f f lu*
ei je-e mid come up to the landing with f lu* edhiT footman, as ( here

I walked to




