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KX PLOSION OF ( HAS

At 12.15 noou, June IS, an explos ion of l i re - damp occurred iu
( he chamber of the f i r s t Fas t Li f t in the Dunmore vein , in the
Johnson mine of the Scran ton Coal Company. l ( i s supposed tha t
the explos ion was caused by an unexpec ted increase of gas in
the face of the chamber where John ( la l insk i was working wi th
a miked l igh t , l i e was severe ly burned about the face and hands.
The force of the explos ion blew down a main s topping between
the l i r s t and second l i f t s, which a l lowed the a i r to en te r the
re turn, ins tead of f i r s t mi te r ing the working faces in the lower
l i f t s, thus caus ing an accumula t ion of gas. Immedia te ly af te r t in *

t i r s t explos ion a l l the men in the lower l i f t came out to the main
door of the in take. Tl iev were met there shor t Iv bv the men
from the upper l i f t , who advised them not to re turn to the second
l i f t , bu t to accompany them home. Some decided to go home and
the others, a f te r remain ing a shor t t ime, dec ided to re turn for the i r
d inner pa i l s. They proceeded only a shor t d i s tance when the i r
l igh ts exploded the gas and ki l led seven persons.

coroner’s jury af te r inqui r ing in to the cause of the i r dea th
rendered the fo l lowing verd ic t : ” \Ve f ind tha t they came to the i r
dea th June IS, 11)07, as a resu l t of a gas explos ion in the Johnson
mine of the Scran ton Coal Company. From the evidence presen ted,
a l l of the mi'l l los t the i r l ives as the resu l t of a second explos ion
fo l lowing a t i r s t explos ion which a l l escaped. The evidence is to
the ef fec t tha t a l l of the vic t ims were warned of the danger and
advised not to go hack in to the i r chamber. Dis regard ing the warn -
ing they s ta r ted back and igni ted the gas, caus ing an explos ion , re-
su l t ing in the dea th of seven men. Whereas, we are of the opin ion
tha t the company was in no way to blame or respons ib le for the
disas te r.

The

CONDITION OF COLLI FRIES

SCRANTON COAL COMPANY

Johnson Col l ie ry No. 1 shaf t.—Condi t ion as to safe ty good , dra in-
age good, except in t in * Diamond vein .

No. 2. Shaf t .—Condi t ion as to safe ty and dra inage good ; vent i la -
t ion fa i r. A fan is now being ins ta l led on the mounta in to im -
prove the vent i la t ion.

Ontar io Col l ie ry.—Tunnel condi t ion as to safe ty, dra inage and
vent i la t ion good.

Iv londyke.—Condi t ion as to safe ty and dra inage good, vent i la -
t ion fa i r. A sur face opening is be ing dr iven and a fan ins ta l led ,
which wi l l improve* the vent i la t ion .

S turgess Shaf t .—Condi t ion as to safe ty, dra inage and vent i la-
t ion good.

Blue Ridge Shaf t.—Condi t ion as to safe ty and dra inage good,
vent i la t ion fa i r. There is room for Improvement.
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