
FOURTH ANTHRACITE DISTRICT 115No. 23.

EXPLOSION OF GAS

March 2, a t .1 P. M ., I was informed tha t a ser ious explos ion of gas
had occur red in the Clark ve in of the l lo lden mine, of the Delaware,
Lackawanna and Western Rai l road Company. I went to the mine
and found tha t seven men had been fa ta l ly burned and others s l igh t-
ly in jured. The men were removed to the Tat lor Hospi ta l and the
next day the fo l lowing died f rom injur ies rece ived : W i l l i am Z. Wil -
l i ams, miner, Thomas Wil l iams, miner, Frank Consoski, miner, John
Washnoek, miner, Chesnias Cosfosk i, l aborer, Gus tave Crocoski ,
laborer, and John Zerzava , laborer.
2 P. M.
Evans,

The explos ion took place about
On March i , in company wi th Dis t r ic t Super in tendent E. J.

Ass is tan t W. E. Loomis and Mine Foreman George W. Pow-
e l l , I made a thorough inves t iga t ion as to the cause of 'the explos ion ,

bu t could f ind none. The vent i la t ion in th i s mine i s good , and wi l l
compare favorab ly wi th tha t in any other mine in the dis t r ic t , bu t
i t may be tha t some doors were a l lowed to remain open on the day
of the acc ident. Having fa i led to loca te the cause of the explos ion,
I no t i f ied Corom r Janies Ste in to hold an inques t. The inques t was
held in the Lackawanna County Cour t House, a t Scran ton, March to,
U) and 21 . The jury, a f te r hear ing severa l wi tnesses, ad journed
unt i l the nexi da \ . as they wished to vis i t the scene of acc ident.
On March 22, the jury, a f te r spending severa l hours in the mine mak-
ing an inves t iga t ion , went to the ol l ice of Coroner Ste in in the Dime
I >ank Pudding. Scran ton , and rendered the fo l lowing verd ic t :

“ We, the unders ign'd jury, f ind f rom the evidence adduced and
af te r making a thorough inves t iga t ion of the mine and p lace of acc i -

den t , tha t the mine is proper ly managed as to the mining of coa l ,
the vent i la t ion is good , and t in * mine laws are s t r ic t ly compl ied
wi th in every par t icu la r.

We find tha t the gas accumula ted very rap id ly in the
on New E Gangway, and on Xu. 1 Counter, where the
cur red , bu t 111 < * c ause of th i s accumula t ion is unknown ,

p los ion i t se l f des t royed a l l ev idence which could prove the
thereof .
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