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January 24. 1884; Crested Butte Mine. Crested
Butte. Colo.; 59 Killed

(Fre»n report of State inspector of coal mines, 1883-84,
pp. 12- 24

At about 8 o'clock, shortly after the flreboss finished
examining the mine and reported to the miners that
thei r working places were free from gas with excep
tion of No. 18 room, NO.2 level, a vio lent explosion
traversed the mine from that room to the s urface.
The flreboss had warned t he miner that the brattice
leading to the room face was broken near the entry
and gas had accumulated. While the flrebosa was on
the surface gathering materia ls to repair the brat
t lce, the miner went into the room and nailed up the
loose boards. The men were not removed from the
return elde, and the gas was moved out to the entry
where It was ignited by the open lIghts. The explo
sion was carried by dust. and many of the men were
caught in the flame and force. Of the men in the
mine, 59 were kllled and 12 escaped before being over
come by afterdamp. The damaged fan was repaired,
and ven til a tion was gradually restored; but the mine
was not cleared for several days.
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