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Caal Mine Explosion—Terrible Loss of Life—

- Twenty Persous Kitled,

On the arrival of the Danville cars, yesterday
afternocn, we learned of a terrjble explosion and gre:ft :
loss of life at the *‘ English Coal Pits,” in Chesterficld
County, about fourteen miles from this city, and, in or-
der to become posressed of all the particulars, we at
once repaired to the tatal seene.

On arriving at the location of the shaft beneath which
the aceident had oceurred, we BAW grouped around it
srme twenty or thirly men, anparently dumbd-founded,
laboring earnestly to secure trom the depths beneath the
remains of their colaborers, friends and ne:naintances.
From Mr. Josern Foizey, the mithager, we learned that
there were at least twenty white persons in the pit, and
that there was very little reason to hope that any of then:
werealive, |

Mr. Jos A'rxins, an experienced miner, and one of
the superintendents of the ** Midlothian Pits,” had come
over, and with his urual daring, at onece volunteered to
descend to ascertsin the resuli of the cxplosion, and if
possible secure any of the miners who might not be
dead, Fresh air was immediately pumped in, the pit
gpeedily purificd. and Mr. A., with other volunteers,
stepped into the bucket and were instantly lowered.
They bad only been down i1 shiort time, when the signal
wae given, and the bucket, conthining the crushed, man-
gled and lireless body of Mosgs CYrIE, was drawn up.
The bucket being again lowered, the signal was re-
peated, and Wn. ELLioTr was drawn up, dreadfully
huined and bruised, butnot dead. Ilewas immediately
tuken to his boarding-house neur by, where medical aid
was promptly given, but it is greatly feared he cannot
recuver, -

The third bedy reseucd was that of Jos, RIGHTSIIAW,
an intelligent lad ahout 14 years of noe, whose father
was killed by an explosion in the same pit in 1851, Hisg
. rema ns were. badly burned and charred, but his coun-

tenance was us calm and placid as if only asleep. The
fourth signal brought the blackenad and charred corpie
of ROZERT CROSTWICK, 2 man of family, and a very
worthy citizen. o ‘

Mr. Jon ATxins, who had descended the pit, now camo
up, and reported that there were five or six other de:
budies at the end of the shafi on the first inclined plan:,
and that further down there were ten or twelve others,
all of which were more or less blackened, disfigured and.
charrcd by the sad aceident.  ¥Te further stated that the
four mules in the pit were 211 dead ; and thit there were
no hopesof finding any of the miners alive; - =~ -

The explosion took place about 12} o’clack, and must
have happencd just at the time when the miners hal
ceased their labors, and were eating their dinners. Iow
it originated, it is impossible to tell at this time, thoucly:
the presumption is, that some of the men thoughtles<ly
approached some of the *‘ old damps,” with their lamys,
ard that the explosion was caused by the escape of g1 2
frem unknown leaks.  This pitis 625 feet deep, and ex-
plosions have occurred in it two or three limes before.

: | [Richmond Dispatch, May 10.
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