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The United States
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Explosions of Gas or Dust,
1846-1962

May 27. 1871;West Pittston Breaker Fire; Pittston .
Pa.; 20 Killed

(From Reports of th e In spectors of Coal sunee of th e
Anthracit e Ooal Regions 01 Pennsylvania, 1811,
pp. 261-2 7. )

Between one and two o'clock on th e aftern oon of
Saturday, ~Iny 27, 1871, n wooden breaker constructe d
near the shaft ca ught on fire. No second opening for
escape had been provid ed for men working under
ground. T he men peri shed f rom inhaling the gases
a nd impure ai r ca used by the bu rn ing breaker.
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