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Historical Documentation of
Major Coal Mine Disasters in
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May 27, 1871; West Pittston Breaker Fire; Pittston,
Pa.; 20 Killed

(From Reports of the Inspectors of Coal Mines of the
Anthracite Coal Regions of Pennsylvania, 1871,
pp. 261-274)

Between one and two o'clock on the afternoon of
Saturday, May 27, 1871, a wooden breaker constructed
near the shaft caught on fire. No second opening for
escape had been provided for men working under-
ground. The men perished from inhaling the gases
and impure air caused by the burning breaker.
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MINE DISASTERS

[Prom iha Sorset o (Fu) Rejublican Pebruary 9th)

Of courso an :nverhigation must bs node e
to the cuuse of the late explomon at oxs of
the mines neur I ittston by which three men
Jost their ives  These uvestigations cannot
be avoided a3 1818 one of the dnties afl mine
mspectors o wnke them  That they sre of
any praci cal henefit to 1he iiving or dead haa
not yet been eslall shed on the contrary
ospericuce {¢aches lhat thoy anmoant to
potlur g for the wmple reason that tho
frienda of the swtms are often
leneed by ibe pillapca of &  few
bunidred dollars from earryiny the matler be-
yond the verdict of the jury of tnqnest Since
the ternble disaater of the Wost Fittslon and
Eagle shatis it 18 not wonderful that these 1n
vespigalions aro ropufded as the most atupen
dous farcea The jury o the osse of the West
Pittston holoanust last May rendsered;a moat
just and fenrlqes vordict showing that the zune
bod been oprrited in direct wiolatiod of the
Y euldlthon law and that the mins Inapector
un lor that law had Leen crimitnally gerehet
1 hiv dutien  that be hed pcrmlgod thy
mie to be operated in widlation of lawy
and that to tlus negligence and the copidd
ity of the operators the fearful loss of
lile was sulely chargeable What wad ha res
sult of thia honost and (earless verdiot? I
might just ns well never have boen rende
After a fupd hnd h:i:n contmbuted by the
charitable peapls of all ports of the doun
the money was djﬂdes between the phogs
widows and orphans, each receiying h few
bundred dollars  1n  conaideration of
which the aufferors wers 1ndmeed o
wipn releases for alf damages to the‘operators
of the fulal mme! The mnpo 1pspector
was ovon rebuned 1o lus pomian; and
there the 1matler onded Wilh such
an cxample before us—where a swed
1og verdiot of criminal negotiations pnd dis-
regard of law are equivocally charged—it
18 8 queation whether invesligatibos are
really worth the peper the enidenge writa
ten on The wams thing was repeatpd in the
case of the Eagle ahaft disastar though the
verdiet of thg juory in thai instanes wis less
explioit

t s now charged thot the lata casuall
noar Pitiston was the redalt of neghgpace an
disregard of the mine ventllatien law
Whether thus ia 50 or not we do nob know
but we have no idea thot anything will be
dano about it even 1f the jury do fnd. Inves
tigabons 1nto the caases of acedents fn mines
to amount to anything must be parrisd ond
i occordance with the verdict rendlersd,
otht;mase they might sa well be dispensed
wi
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ANOTHER HORROS,

A Coal Shaft Burned—Terrible Loss
of Life.

Preeston, May 27.—The breakers of
the West Pitiston shaft eanght fire this
afternoon while the men were at work
in the wine helow.

Prersiox, May 28.—2:30 P, M.—Al
the went in the mine, thirty-eight in
nunber, have beca Lronght up, Figh-
geen are dead. At hal-past12 last night
the ten steceeded in effeeting an entr-
ance at the bottom of the ghaft and
brought to the snrface Andrew Morgnn ;
they also found Hiram Cuortls dead, lying
with hig face In water. At 12:45 they
cent up word that the men had Dbarri-
cnded themselves in, and sent up a cage
for men and tools,

This morning the excitement at the
shafewas greater than cver, Up to 8
o'clock twenty-four wmen had  been
brought to the top, of which number six
were dewl, Al were insensible when
brought ont. One or two have so far
recovered s to be able to give an account
of themselves. Morsan, the flrst dis-
covered, isstitl ative, thongh his recovery
is yet donbtfuls he Is still ‘unconscions.
The exploting parties were compelled to
proeced with the ntmost caution, and
were frequently brought out asphyxiat-
ed with fonl gases, At10 A. M., thirty
men b been bronght out, ten of whom
were dead, angd a6 12 not more than one
or two remalned: in the mine. FEvery
one of the men brought.up for the past
two hours were found stone dead.

Tho fire oviginated in spontancons
combustion, by the friction of the wood-
work of the breaker.

Prrrsrox, Moy 20—Every man who
was taken out of the pit alive, yester-
day morning, is in Imminent danger.
Most of them cun live but a few hours,
and a few of them are dend this motn-
ing. Itisim possible at this moment to
abtalil the names of those whe have died
to-day, but physleians in attendance
now emphatically assers that not one of
those thought to be rescued cun recover
from the injurles sustnined. L,

Thers was a great difterence between
the arrangement of the West Pittston
sha(t burned ou Saturday and that of
Avondale. In the Avondale shaft there
was a furnace, bug here there was none,
and air was forced down by meansofa
lnrge fan,

1t Is now confliently believed that if
tlie men in charge of the rescue had
thought of this construetion of the work,
4and had procuved o new fan and sct it
in operation immediately, enongh air
could have been forced down to main-
trin life in all the men who wore behjnd
the barricade but no fan was brought
untit it was too late, and most of the men
perislied for want.of air.
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THe Calamity at Pittston—A
Strange Presentiment.

Tha Seranton (Penn.) Repebiic w tells
the following sal story of one of the
vigthos of che lute Pittsion dinaster:

« Willinm  James expwed alicul thice
woloek on the afternoon of 1he Tuesduy
folipwing thu eatustrophe, snd  was the
1nst added to the list ot those apon whom
the doath angel lmd his hand in ilint
awlil havee. He was & Welshiuann, and
had been in thiy country abent sevon
months. On the morning of tho dreud-
tul day in guestion, o had taken his
brewkfast, and his wife had mwde reuly
his dinnor aud got the puil nside. Tor
some time h:at wrapped in thought,
his orms foldud, bis eyos fized vocantly
on he stove, and a deep melancholy ap-
parently brooding over him. e ese
arovsed from bis 1overie by his wife
tolling him that his dinnor wad ready,
and that he would be lats, o8 the Toll
had rung. Ho startel 1o his foet, pud
gaging apon er for s nioment with a
ook full of tenderness and significanco,
said to her, If Lshoun'd not como back
alive wonll you bo in sach a hnury get-
ting me out?” The wife saswernd
“ No,” but remarked thnt ¢if he was
going at ull it was time be w2 gone.”
Ho lifted his pail without saying a word,
and nfter I:i:ss'mg his wifo, kissed his
four cldren, who weie nitting playing
on the door etep. When ho had gob
about fifty vards from the huuss, be 1ov
turned ogoin, and kissed hic wifs and
¢lnldren oneo more with grent fervoney.
H's wife noticed that ho was the victim
of gloomy forebodings, bmu’ as be turn-
od away she was sbont to entreat him
not to go to worlkif he approhended ary
dungor. But hope and cowrape and the
pressing necessitios of their fanil over-
came ber inlention, and she lat him ge.
She stood in. the door and watched hing
on the way [o the futal pit, When ut &
point where he turned out of her sighy,
he turned iend cost o wisttul loolk tp-
ward his home end the little ones, and
sestng e wife, wavell with his hand &
lasl udien. He parted with is 1oved
ongs foraver.”
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THE COAL MINE DISASTER.

Preparations for the Buwrial of
the Dead.

A RBad--Tale Men HKissing
Each Other in Agony
of Deapair.

The Mine Inspooctor and
Coroner Quurrelling
Over the Dead.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE FUXEBAL.
New Yors, May 30.—A epecial {rom
Scranton says that great preparations aré
making for the fancral of the dead bodies
of David Edwards, Joho Lloyd, Beoja-
| min Jores and George CuM, who will be
brooght to this city for burial in the
temetery at Hyde m whore severs] of
the Avondale uofortnuates were buried.
'The programmes of exercizes are ar-
ranged and the ceremonies will be very
jmpostag, Hyde Park miners and the
peaople generally will turn ont en masse,
and all business will be sespended.

CORIOUS VIS(TO8S.

A specinl from Pittston, last night,
gaye the trains on the roada Jeading into
that place froma Wilkesbarre, Scranton,
uud other places, have brought hundrads
of people, most af them visiting the lo-
cality of the late dissater out of mere
cariosity. Thers is littla to be seen,
kowaver, beyond the smokiog ruiang of
tho breaker and a huge pile of coal on it.

TEE DEAD.

Ninateen are now dead among those
conveyed to the Loserne Eouse on being
taken from the mine, All hava beea re-
moved to their homea hat four of those
taken ont alive, who have not yet re-
gained their senses; and though the
physicians profess io have strong hopes
that most of them will recover, the sof-
ferers certainly look as though death,
even now, holds them in its grasp.

A BAD 3TORY.

Thomas Edwards and his som, aged
twelve years, have both eo far recovered
a8 to b ahls to walk shont. Ldwards’s
story of their trials inthe wine is truly
heart-rendering. Strong men, nonsed to
prayer, juvoked divine intetference for
their gafety. Hymns were sung and men
kissed each other,in agony af despair.

. THE COROXER’S INQUKST.

The coroner’s inguest is not yet con-
cluded, bat will go far toward censuring,
and pethapa severely punishing, both the
officers of tha company and the mina in-
apector, T. M. Williams, of Wilkesbarre.

A DISGRACEFUL SCENE.

An animated acens tranapired betweesn
the coroner and imspector of the mines.
The latter claimed the right to examine
witnesses. The corpner denied the right,
but extended the privilega as a matter of
conrtesy. After some parleying and
soubbing on each side, the inspector
arose and tald the coromer: ** You are
not gompetent to conduct thia investiga-
tion ; neither ara the jurors fit men to
arrive at & rational conclusion.'” The
coroner responded guickly: *Inapector,
leave thiz room.” He at once lefi.
The affuir throughout is disgracefal,
There is & promizent deficiency in the
investigation, the parties whose interests
are st stake haying no representation.
The Workipgmen’s Bonevolent Associa-
tion have no counsel. The. inspector
denied a hearing save as a witness, Af
ter reasembling in the afternoon matters
asaumed & better shape, snd the exami-
uation was condweted more decently;
bat a profound iguorance as to the means
of eliciting testimony was evinced,
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A LIVING TOMB.

The Calamity at East Pittston !

The Fate of the Miners.

Wrsr Prrrsmon, Pa., May 24.—'The
terrible calamity at the mines at thia
place bus cust a gloom over our whole
valley and the excitement attending the
sudden advent of the kingof terrors has
esused many kinds of rumors 10 be pot
before the public. As near as can be
ascertained from the excited slate of
things ve draw the lollowing facts :

The West Pitlston shaft, owned and
controllzd by the Bridge Valley railrond
company and operated by P. A, Dlake
& Co., of New York, was discovered to
be op fire at 1 p. m,, Saturday, 'The
fire was caused by the frictiun of an
imf:roperly olled journal of the shine or
pulley over which the wire rope for
hioisting carringes from the shult Is yua.
This occurred in is culled the bead
house, some forty feab above the mouth
of tbe ghaft. The fire ropidly commu-
nicated to the Lreaker, anid soon Lhe
whele structore was in flames.

‘Fhe seene now bepggars all deseription,
It b2irg well known throughout tbo
town that themen inthe shalt, working
although contrary to ithe provisions uof
the mine ventilation bid, which pro-
vides that not more thsn twenty yoen
shall be sllowed 1o work in & mive will
only one opeuning, and those to be em-
ployed in making a4 new one, notwith-
standing this Jaw there were at least
sixiy men down the shaft, and wives,
mothers apd ststers ruslied o the scepe
of disaster, filling the air with cries and
lamentations, Ose poor woman had »
fatber, husband and three brothers
bursed in this living tomb. The eun-
gineer stood mobly at his post aud com-
menced the work of bringiog out ihe
miners a+ fust as posaible, butb only suc-
ceaded in hoisting the carriage three
Limes, when on the fourth trip the rope
broke, precipitating the carrlnge and Its
occupants to the boltom., Theenginewr
still kept to Lis post, however, keeping
the fan in operation, which supplied tlie
mine with pure, uir until so budly
burned, when the fan stopped und thus
cut off the supply of the hie giving ele-
ment for bhe Joor fe]l_u?v.a below,

-
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Dispatches were quickly sent to Wil- |
kesbarre and Scranton for fire-engines
to assist in subduing tbe flumes, and
they were us guickly forwarded by rail,
special trains being provided for the
purpose. Upon arriving on the ground
it was found there could be no wuater
procured nearer than the Susquehanbah
about 3,500 feet distunt, Fortunately
Yose enough bhad been brought, and one
engine was set fo work drawing waler
while the other played on the fiie. The
work of subduing the flames continued
until about G o’clock p. m., when they
were sufficiently under conirol {o com-
mence the work of removing the debris
of the breaker, which had fallen over
the mouth of the shaft, Rigging was
Liastily construeted for the purpoee of
lowering as soon 88 an entrance could-
be effecled, and at,J1 a, m., this object
was ascertuined and a dog lowered into
the shafl to nscertain tho conditon of
the air. Afier remaioing nbout tbhres
minutes he was drawn up alive. This
gave 'hope 16 ~ibe crowd of anpxious
watchers. A man wus thepn lowered
thirty leet, und upon being drawn up
reporied the air foul but still bearable -
Volunteers were then culled for, and
speedily found, for the bhumane yel
fearful ~ task of entering the shaft for
the rescue of their comrades, Ifarly
this morning the first tmanh was brought
out alive, and cbeer after cheer rentthe
air. The work of mercy then progress-
ed as rapidly as possible, but still very
alowly for those watebing for their be-
loved anes, The men were brought up
one and two ab a time in tha following
order :

Andrew Morgan, alive ; Hiram Cur-
tis, dead ; John Burroughs, allve; Ow-
en Macken, dead ; James Jones, dean;
John Price, alive ; Chatles Me(Finness,
dead ; Pat Furley, dead ; Thomus Ed
wards, alive; Ddartin Ceony, dead;
Anthony Xord, alive; Martin Cox,
alive ; George ldwards, alive; Aaron
Smallcombe, dead ; William Swmall-
combe, alive; Thonmas Smullcombe,
clive ; Robert Smallcombe, alive ; W.
R. Davis, alive ; Geo. Sull, dead ; Mar-
tin Crayon, dead ; John Gibbs, alive ;
Daun. Connor, allve; Thomus Savage
wlive ; David Edwaris, dead ; J. Wil-
liams, alive ; Wni. Powell, alive ; T,
Ruap, dead ; Wm. James, alive ; Johp
Lloyd, alive; P. Davis, tead ; Joseph
¥arrel, dead ; Thomes Bossart, dead;
Pat Cavrdin, dead ; ‘Evan Davis, dead;
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A Living Tomb - cont.

Joseph Fetts, alive ; Ben Jones, alive,

Jopes died soon after being brought
out, os did several of the others. Thos.
Tdwards one of the meun brought out,
is able to converse, aud says when the
shaft was discovered to Le on fire, somie
of the men grew finutic wnd vainly
endeavorved to scale the sidea of the
shaft, which is two hundred and -fifty
feet deep, only to bedriven back by the
falling embers. QOthers fell to praying
und sipging hymns. Fatbers and sooe
and brothers kKissed each other and bade
farewell, knowing fuil well their fearful
Jdoom.

A parly of twelve went towards the
eastern gaugway and built u brrricade,
writing on the outside, “We are all
here.” Five of them only were Jiving.

During the day people from Wilkes-
barre, Plymouth, Scranton, Carbouilule
and the surrounding towus and villages
have visited the scene of the disaster,
and it is thovght no less thau ten or
twelve thousanid, 1t is Lhought several
of thoge who were got oub cannot live,
The feelings of the capnuunity can be
better imagined than described, and
pow thnt ail anxiety for those in the
mipe is past, exery ouc seems to be
lookipg for the welfare of those living,
yet g0 near death.

Tk is thought that tlie dealhs were
caused by suffocation, nlthough some
nasert that two or three of them were
drowped. The men were fuund in the
extreme western portion of the mine, as
far back ns they could get. Their suf-
ferings must bave been terrible. Mr.
Wm. AbLott one one of the Pennsylva-
nia econl company’s men, eays thatb
when he went down in the mine be
fqund that that the water was Lnt
three or four feet deep, but tbe sir was
so bad that it was only by the most
strennouns exertions that hie was able to
retain strenglh suflicient to getthe men
sut. He had two assistants, who were
almost noable to aid him in the least,
The people here, while sorrowing for
lbe day, cannob help giving vent to
feelipgs of thankfulness thut so many
were saved.

PrrrstoN, May 20.—Every man taken
oub of the pit alive yesterday morning
te in imominent danger, Moat of them
can live but s few hours, "and a few of
the are dead this morning. Ttjs lm-
possible at this moment to obtain Lthe
names of those that bave died {o-day,
but the physicians in attendance now
emphatically assert that not one of
those thought to be rescued ean recover
from the injurjes sustained, Thete was
& grent difference between he arrange-
ment of the Wesl Pittston shaft, burned
on Satarday, and that st Avondale. In
the Avondale shaft there was a furnacoe,
bub here there was none, and air was
forcod down by menns of & inrge fan.
The breaker eaught fire abi two o'¢lock
on Saturday af ernoon. The five was
entirely extinguished down to the bot-
tom. It is now confidently believed
thab if the mun in charge of the reseue
bad thought of this feature in the con-
struction of the work, and had procured
a'new fuu and set ib in operation imme-
diately, enough air could buve been
forced down to malniain lifein all the
nien who were behind Lh: barricade;
but no fan wis brought until It was oo
lute. Mokt of the men perished for want

of alr.
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Tiiil MING DiSASTER,

e

Whe is to Blame for the Pulits-
ton Calaraity ?

NEGLIGENGE OF A MINE [INSPECTOR.

-

Perszistent Violations of the
Iline Ventilation Law.

FUNERAL OF THE VICTIAS TO-DAY
All Pittston With Closed Doors
acd g DMourning.

-

THE JTYQUEST UPON THE BODIES,

The Facls of tho Iurror as Told
by the Survivors.

Where Lies tho Fanlt of the Conlamiry #—3A
Negligeut Xospector—Tho Mine Veotilatloo
Bill Disregarded—The Miners Thomaclves
Partly to Blnoiww—The Fuveral of the Uend
To-Pay=Pittstou In HMournlng.

Wir geswarRrE, Alay 29, 1871,
The very fail, correet and graplie reports of the
_ mn¢ borror av Pittston publishea in tho HekapDd of

Suuday aud Mowday leave very hittle more to slate

n the way of detull, We hear no more the walllng

©f bereaved fricuds, awl Gtrong, CAINESL men Woor,

ing to save It arond no tonger thriling 16terest Ty

o SCeDe at the shaft, i

PUBLIC EXCITEMONT HAS WAXED

and the work of the Journallst sppro“ches an end

alimost ag speedlly a8 the devourisy, glgment lcked

ap the man-trap at the West ¥ Tision siaft,  News-
paper readers have begr, gquly supplled with the
eveuts of e dIre Talannty by whish so maay
human beings BaYe peen cut off 1w the Aower of
iheir mulll'lm‘.fa. ani e question now uaturally Is,
what wis The legitimate cause of this most dlreful
crecLt

A COUNTRY JURY

will be called on to discusa It In all 15 bearings,

and the probavilities nre that the world  will

be Just §s wise when they get through us
they are now, The jury in the Avondulo dis-
aster dul pot  gensure saybody [n parilcular,

Lut werely  coutentod  themselves  with  de-

claring that the system of ventilation was dan-

gerons, and recommcnding that all mines should be
provided with two openlngs that tho men mignt

Lave un means of cscape in case of accident. Jo

that instance the people supplied to the verdict

WL (e jury omitted, and thie ODIUIOD WES univer-

Bully cxpressea thid

CURHIMTY AND RECELESY DISREGARD

of human hife on the part of the owaers of the Avon-

dale mue led Lo the terrible result. That decislon

s never been reversed, and tie Delawars, Lucku-

wanna and Western Ruilrond Compuny has been

furnishing evideuce for nearly two years that it was
strictly correct, In tpe case of the Wese Pluston
cnlamity, it may be satd 1t wad causcd Ly o pre.
veutible acenlent. Thatlt can andwill be set down

10 gross carel es4, u8 Indlcated in my despatch
ol Just nlglt, (bere canuol be 4 doubt.
THE FACY3

are slinply that the mine bas been driven to 1ts fall

paeity sinee r tlon took place. in order that
the benetit of the locreased price of coal might bo
realized Ly the proprietors. Three ahins of men
Lave been working elglt hours a d:y,
thua  showing that  the  coal has  been
procuced through the whole twenty-four hours.
In the Lurry anmd Beurry ™w get  the
coal to murket tio wmachinery bad been In almost
gonstant operation, amt there has probably veen too
anuch business to altow o thoughs that the journals
mtght requlre oling. There scems to be no excuse
for tuis neglect, and e  Cerouser's  jury
must find that somebody has blundercd, Wwith
most fearfol aud fatal efect. Now that the smoke
and coufusion bas subsided people have aiready
vegun 0 convass why the provisions of the Mine
Ventllation bill bave wmot been complied with oy
Messrs. Blaho & Co,, lessces of the mine. The
law providing that all mines in the anchracito
coul fieli sball have two opepiogs bns bLeen o
operation uecurly clghteen months, osud 1t does
ot appear  that any  movement has  been
made at the West Pitiston ghaft to - provide
that most important agjunct to the miners’ safety.
Tue bill declares that, while work is belog carrled on
in driving a second opening, but ten men shall be
empicred in the mine. It does uol say twenty
qwners und thelr laborers, inereasing the namber to
forty, or ¢ven siXty, as it haa besn construed at the
YFest Piutston shaft. and thercibas been

NEW YORK HERALD

May 30, 1871

A DIMECY VIOLATION OF TUE ACT,
for which somebody must be held responsiule, and
1bat somebody the operators of the mine.

There 1s alresdy a very strung lesling against the
1pine imspector for this district—Xr. Tiomas M, Wil-
Jiams—and many mluers are cepsuring him in the
harshest terms, It 15 reported 1hat the inspector
Jas been renuss lu g duty, in not seeing that the
10ine Was not overcrowded with workmen, and jtis
also intimated that stroog influcnces Lave beed @

the inspector, was in the mine last Thursday; heard
g plalnt from the pector about men work-
g in the mine; the company are driving nslope
for the purposc of sinking 2 shafl; the phalfc was
commenced gome six or elght mounths ago.

David Harris testitled—-Ventilution of mine was
very poor; the slope has been pushed 1,132 feut from
the foot of shait; 1t wos the duty of the sculeman at
e foot to wateh for signald from the engloeer and

leate warnlogs of danger Lo Lhe jmen;

work to secure an eviasion of o Wi en
ment by several mines in the distriet. 1t is hardly
just to prejudge the case of Mr, Willams,
and muel Istrer for all parties concerned to
awalt the developments made by the Corener:
vut these arve iacts which people wid talk about:—
Wiy was mot proper aliention pald to tho ma-
cninery, and why were there more men in the mine
iban aliwwed by law? That the pumber of

DEATUS WAS GREATLY INCREASED
by the crowding of the mine cannot now he de-
wmied, apd it must pe decided lezally who Is to
lame. At this point it is but candid to say the
mmers themselves bave been mmuch to blame In
ihe matler by puitbng mers men At work
1inan 1s allowed by the Mine Veasilation bill. They
have Uceu so anxious Lo go to work ihat they bave
ghown a disposition to take all the clhances in
order to obtain o chamber. This fact bag
Leen fuily  flustrated  ar Pleasant  Valley.
When Mr. Biewitt, the Inspector for the Upper Dis-
1rict, posted his notice ou Swoycr’s works Lhat the
mioe was em.Joylng a number of men conlrary 1o
law, the men were very lodigoant, and declared
uelr Intention

TO WORE. LAW OR KO LAW,

.and they have becn worklng ever since, regardiess
wf danger god the enactment of tne Legislature.
Tho calustrophe ot West Piuision wil heve a ten-
.deney to decide whether o law designed to protect
1he miners agmiost the cupidity of the operators
shall not be eaforced to shield them from
acts of i\belr own personal recklessness. This Wil
de an Interesting 16sue throughout the whele unthro-
cite coal feld, In view of the teirible calamily
work will bo suspended 1o Plticton til after the
~funaral.

The followlug 1s posted aroond town i=—

. KOTWE.

In view of the sad culamity which has jost be.
Jalien our comwunity, and to afford opporiunity for
asslsting o burying the dead, the members of he
#Fitiston Board of Trade are 1espectinily ;eqpested to

close thotr places of business to-morrow, ‘Tuesday,
May 50, Ul dve o'clock P, M. By order of the Pills-

Aow-Board of Trade.
C. K. OAMPBELL, Sceretary.

Ry authority of the Burgess asod Towa Councll of
she” borotigh of Pittston it I8 hereby ordered that all
places of business ba closed to-morrow, May 89,
unbi five P. M.; apd ¢ Is most espoclully ordercd
1nat all saloo::a where liquord are sold bo lkewlse

<losed. By grde,r
JUSErH P, BULOOLEY, Burgess.
- TIE ROLL OF DEAD.

Owen Mackin, ono of the vietims, @ted this afier.
woon, at #X o'clock. John Lioyd dled Letween
seven and eighk The Iuucrals of the sacnfced
miners will take place to-morrow, at fonr P. M.
Ti:e ¢ealhs Dow amount to twenily. Tho other
ylaums of the casnally are slowly improviog, and It
js .ought that no more deains will agcur.  The fou-
iog wm ibe community I8 v¢ry tlrong against the
compsany; but, 08 Intimated above, tho miners are
themselves lu o measure to blame.  41e WOrk of

CLEARING AWAY THE DEUIIB
of the burned shaft and breuker continued, and the
acaed zeimals will bo removed [rom e Inluo ad
5000 ay possible,

THE CORONER'S INQUEST.
~

Testimony of the Englueer and_ fthe District
Inspecior—No More "Than - Wwunty Dlen
Atowed to Work nt Qucs in o Mine—The
Sigunl of Alnrm Not Coprveyed Immedintely
to the Miours. "

. TrsToN, Pa., May 29, 1871.
At the huquest 4o by the Coroner™s jury, at the
ofire of Cortaer wr, J. I O'AMalley, to-day, the Jury

being coinpesed of Joseph Walsh, foremau. Jimes

Filzpawicy, M. Bolon, J. W. Freemnn, 8. ). Lur-
rett wid M. Jones, Jumes McDermott was

THE FIRST WITNKSS

Sealled.,  Jle testiledb—I was englueer 1n charge of
we machinery on Saturday at the shaft of Dinke &
Co., in West Pitiston; the frst 1 know of firo
wus when Mr. Kendriek cume Into the en-
gine room and hallooed fre; the Iarge door
obscuring tho shalt from my slght was opencd and
Isaw the Ore on the luside bratlice next to the
fan, wwiich 19 somo ten feet ahove the en-
gino house floor. 1 guve the alarm Ly pull-
g a wire in the room that was conneeled
at the bottom with an alarm hammer. I also gave
an atorw through the speaking tube. I do net
Kuow at what thne the flre broke oul. I way In the

fan house at fye minntes of one P ML with the supegs

fntendent, nod all was ln good order.  We had! 1]1-_::,é

englues ut work ab the time which could ‘po afscon-
thwed.  Mygell nml Mr. Kendrick v eggyred the air

aod found 24,000 feet passing C,pguen the mine.

The cracker box 15 some U5 or gixiy feot higher

than the floor of the “apne house. There way

no comwunicatlon Cur pn glarm between me and
ihe cracker 10D, 1t was the Dusluess of Itolland

Gurman 10 5 the machivery. I could nob te't

whether  tho gre occurred ot the fan  wr

8 (he  top.  2f it ocourred Al U

“af it might have been caused by o hot Journal. 1
do not know whether there was proper veoulation
ormot. Theve 18 po place to gel out of the mine
but through the maln shaf.  We were only
worklng one veln of coal. M. T. Wilhams,

Thomps Philllps was on duty that day; Thillips ¢amao
up on the st carrlage  afler Le reccived
THE ALARM OF DANGER
and qid not communicate the lntelligence to the
luers; the footmao, Riehara Clark, eamne up with
Puillips: there was plenty of room to slnk an alr
passago for the purpose of ImMproving the veniiin-
Lioht nuw golng oa; atthe time & roundation \wwas
Bty lald for o pew fans if o biast was made in my
areast the smokoe would remaln all days 1wl
Thomas Prige were driven out of our “prensts’ on

satnrday on peeonnt of amoko.

Tuomas Phillipa sworn—Was welghing conl on
Saturday; [ peard the supper; tbe foolman and my-
gelf had put & car oy the earriage, amd when wo
peard the slgnal e pushed L of again: 1
went to the speaklng plpe, but did not use It
fgld the footman to signal, but he grecelved uo
answer. [ put on my coac and Incked up the books
and slate in  the ecale.  When learned
it Wi n came to ine foot
and went up. I don't think it was two minutes
from the ting I commenced to prepare to leave il I
was ready. @ahd not Enow it was gy duty to glvo
the nlurm 1o the men in e mine,

Mr. Willlam Keparick sworn—I am superintend.
ont of the West Plitston shatg, under Blude & Co.
My duty 18 to take charge of the mines, loy out work
and have o general su rintendence of the work
above aid below. I consldered the ventilation sul-
oent for the number of men we had AL Work

WE ITAD THIRTY

belonging to the shala and at work ot tha time, T
employed Pbithipsa, Did not give mstructions to
nim as to Ll duty. gavo Frank Keller
mstractions. The duty of  the welghmaster
was to welgh coal, 1t s the footman's place to
attend and respond Lo slgnals from che enf;no room,
or el the welghmaster to 4o 80 There 13 only one
rapper. Fonr raps waes Lo communicate with
ihe speaking tube. It 18 0ot o warning of dnnger,
Lot calilng silention to ihe speaking tabe, The
speskiug  tube Was mn working order.
luereased nesns of ventlation  &hould
be made a8 Eoon g8 possible. Thurs-
day the Iospecior and myself tested the awr
in fue pnssages and found 11,600 feet per
minute passing througl. ‘fle company conurts a
thorougll Investigation by tie Coroner. Beversi
men bad gone down Lo chupge shafts.

At this point the lnguests was adjuurped antll threo
o'clock. redssembling Mr. Kendrick
wnd recalled. He  further Cestified the
com! nave mnot commenced to shalt
qas mine inspector las  visited us  three
tlmes smce January. He considered it uecessary for
another openlng. 1 do not consider the ventila-
uon goud, bat [ constder it sufclent for
the oswmmber of men  employed. It 18
not possible to tell how many men were in the mins
that mornigg. We only Know how many men arein
by the sioount of coal mined io the day.

'C. AL Willinins sworl—L am mine Inspeotor of this
afstriet. 1was at West Pittston shaft on Wednesday.,
1n one poruon of the mines ventilaulon was goed,
Lbue lo the other portlon i6 was bal. Through
the Eust Gangwny smoke was 80 dense
we had te grope our way. The law specilles that
o more thap twenty persops shall work at
3 time, Inciuding boys ‘and all laborers. 1,630
feet alr wus passing Into tbe nuna for ihe
supply of the mipers. We examined Lie
tan and found it drisen very fast, and up casg alr-
way very small I dia not tpink there were any
more mén than the law requour Only tweoty
persons are silowed to work in a mine. I ddl not
put f djrect question Lo 4Any man in the ming or to
the superintendent as to the number of med i1 tho
mine. The company have been trying to improve
the veutllation, but Lave not been Very successml, I
did express my approval of the arrangeinents under
conurse of constrooilon 1o the mioe. A I found piore
men rhan the jaw allowed 1 Was to motlfy,
moa It Mney refused to reduce the force 1
wis Lo o to the coorts for an  in-
junction. gatd 10 M Kendrick, *It
may lhappen you may work contrary to law for
pinety years, nnd bhen, ngain, yon may not Work
pinely Dours; and {f abythiog shonld happen the
company would be vesponsible, and 9 swull com-
pany would be swallowed up. "

Mr. Kendrick re-examined—3Ir. Willlams did not
ask me 1f 1 hod more than TWeOLy Men in ot any
time that [ am aware of. The number of men
In on Wednesd and Sawmrday was about
the same, [told . Wililams upon bis question
that there probably was more men in the mige than
the law allowed., 1 had never any instroctions from
Tim that we were Working against tne provisions of

o 14w,
Tuchard Law, sworn—I attended Foot on Satur-
day. I beard thesiznal o tbat day and knew that

THE BREAKER WAS ON FIRE.

It was my duty, ana the welghmaster's duty, to
give warmng Lo the men of danger. 1 cried
“fre,” bot did mot go back onto the gang-
WLy 1 wens up on  tho thwd cartlage
1 only vecotlect Mr. Jopes golug up Wwith me.
Philiips, the welghmaster, come op In the next car
aler me. There were ten  on  the first,
sigond and third cars, also on the Iourth.

Simon Thomas sworn—I am g miner at work at
West Plttston shaft. I was at werk on the ontside
of siaft on Saturday. The

VENTILATION WAS NOT GOOD.
The compnay intended to sink ashaft when the
vein wes reached. The work on .the slope
uand 1 on o t e
Efs. The nuomver men  employed 1o
ihe mine at the time wonld not vary mueh from
forty. 1 wus engaged on the slope, and was driven
out on account of the gas, At the time ol chang-
ing shifts for A turn thero weré more in
e mine, but on NS occasion eight of the morning
shift eame out, and of the oight sbift two had en-
tered. Henrd no complalm from Inspector Williams
as to quantity or quality of air. Here the inquest
was adjourned till Tuesday morning.
A REBUKE TO THE INEFPECTOR.

Jospector Willams dunog the examination of
witnegses, Intruded upoa the digolty of the omelal
position o the coroner as weil as the jury
and recelved the well werited repuke of being
ordered out, which he did, plexing up his traps and
not stopping npon the order of golng, but Wwentat
once.




THE MINE DISASTER - Cont.

STATEMENTS OF THE SURVIVORS.

Three ore Dend Added to the List=The Ex-
peri of And Lt in the Baorne
jug Mine—¥is Talk With Curtis—¢‘Bo of
Good Choer”?~Tho Prayer Meeiing in the
Gangsray—Heartronding Scencs.

PirrsroN, May 29, 1871

Tie blue suiphur tlaze from the burning coal in
the colm heaps 13 the only meonament that indlcates
the location of the Ni-fated ahaft, [n cvery house
the tears of the mourner are leaving traces upon the
burning cheak, and o deathly stlencs relgns inmany
& desolate home, Since my last despatch tG the
New Youx HeErALp John Borrows, Jobn Tloyd aond
Owen Moeken havo been added to tho

LIST OF THE DEAD ONES.

I arrived at the dealthbed of the twentleth vietim
of e catastroplio just a8 the heart of the latter
was viprating lts last. He dled In & stranger's
hoyse, With @ Wifp enciente aud ave ol
dren  gathered round. Sympathizing  friendd
were In attendance, but e retlefl could o
ofered, The appeallng  wife, mwo aunswer Lo
er prayers, no 310 ety tzlpg cries of
the tittle ones os they plicously called thelr papa to
100k at them. At times I was desponaent. 1 ald
entertaln hopes of belng rescuad alve. 1 took hold
of Curtls, who was falnt, npd sald to him, ©if we
Biave to die we nlgnt ns well dle together,” and
Curtls said i reply, “For Gol's sake, Morgan, may
with me.  We will keep together;” snd I Btuck to
him llke o brother.

After that I

STAGGERED WITH BENUMUED SENSES
toward the shiaft and looked up. The mest of the
firg was over, and only & few pleces ot fire were
arupping down. [ shoured to tho men on top 1ot to
turow water down the shalt, as it would KUI tue
men. Thiv must have beew nearly five o'clock. My
greatest anxtety was for the fate of my family should

I dte, and I prayed in our prayer meeting for their

wellare; and there were “soine earuest prayers at

that méeting, Mr. IIERALD.”

Morpan wlill recover, but 1t will necessarlly be
Tery slow,

Michael Cox was laboring at the stabies, He
speaks throngh the Heaanp roporter bhls sensutlons
and actions during the trylng ordeal:—

“l was rome flity yards from the foof,” sald he,
“with tour giliers—Timothy Welsh, fouhd dead 10
the mines; John Borrows, died since ceming out;
Josepl Falls, nlive, and anotheér mon, Dame un-
Lnuwn to me.”?

‘In a small &t poorly furnished room the soul of
tuls man, who was Legrudged by avarielous coal
operators fn tiig valley 2 mere pitiance of wages,
departed thls world, having braved dapgers that
g10 pever recogmzed uniil the whele country
feels the tremendous ghock of tho criminzl
negligence and culpable ignorance of those whose
money make tThemn masters. The lst of martyrs i3
becoming dally tonger and sadder. Willlam Jomes
18 lying at e Luzerne Tonse and 13 still insensible.
Andrew Morgau, the first man brought out of tho
mine, came to his genses thia morning. e was
very weak this evening ot nine o'clock, when the
NERALD reporter had a tulk with bim. [O¢ remem-
bera

SUAKING JIANDS WITIL THE MEN,
and ascompauying Curtis, decensed, to the outslie
of the wall In the east gangwuy to watch Tor rtellel
or any signs of o fivvorable change In the carrent of
alr.  Willlam Davis tried to get hun to go back be-
nind the wall; but e told him he would noi, that
he would to go the foor, he sald. I talked with
Curds the last. 1 spoke, and okl him 1o
nave cheer. The men wers at work oo
wp us Wers we below,  aund though
THE FIRST NOTICE
we had of the fire wag two succestive ghocks and
rushes of wind, swmlar to the cobncurslon after @
blast of powder., One maz, o Welchinun, wus tho
frst to speak, and Fatd he guessed an exploatort haud
oceurred somewhers on the west stile, beyond the
stalile. My reply was that I thought thnt damage
was done; 1 wad near the foot, and I ran over oo the
foot audl suw the lltabers overheay, uc the hollom
of the shaft, on fre, ‘Ihils muse have been gt about
three o'clogk. I then burriea back and rold the men
Lhe shait wus on fre. 1dkl not see Lhe carringe,
but it wlaht have been down io the rubbish.  There
wis o great deal of swoke, On the rowd | met gomna
men wird told them of the dre, We all then went to
the hottom of the shaft, and with o cans and
putvder kess we dashed wiater upon the  benms
overliead, until we wera driven back by Lhe smoke.
WE DID NOT STAND IT THHREE MINUTES,

The throwing of water nereased the clond of
suwoke. We then ran to the door ot ilie west and
funnd che soke driven by g strong currcut ol
alr through one gangway aud baek agrin through
e door. 1 then mn to the stables [OF my €out and
put It in the cracks. ‘U'le other men were putting up
colm and Jirt with themr hands and hafs aguinst the
door. While there we heard 4 uan comng towarda
the door lrom the wnshle ol the heading ond fud
andheard tim moan twice. Isuppose it wias Pal-
rlek Fartey, afterwirds found dead. We left there
gmd ran G0 the enst EaREWAY bY o Cross leadlng,
and found most of the men were working upen
the wall they wors putiing weross e guugway.

WE WORKED HARD,

and some were compelled to lle down Lefore the
work was done, We got the place secure agilnst
smoke and 1ben we gob shifting back wnd forwards
to places where the dir was coming in quite fresh.
Men who were falnfing were cdrried into ghose
{:ia.ces for fresh alr. We pll prayed and sung. ‘The
ast 1 remember 1 went bick from the barncode
ufew ateps (0 @ small stream of water. My head
gelied, and I Kept patulog 16 In af, and wias on oy
Kneeseood I rell off iuto o Aleep.  flow it was I do
not remember, and (o Dot kuow distiuctly how 1
recovered afier getting ous, My brother Robert was
oné of the volunteers tout went dowan Into the mine
aad hrought e out,

At Dalf-past three yesterday moerning

LITTLE JIMMY JONES,
twelve Tears of fge, Eave us  the Tollowlng
parteniars of his feolings:—*1 was looking for
one of the drivers, who had gone up the shalt, aud
when { got near the fool 1 saw the timbers on ilre
overnend, Ilooked up che shatt end saw the blazing
fames, and some sticks were fallin, down. It was
very hot and ihe Bmoke was coming down, snd I
had to leave on account of the heat apd smoke.
tpe alr was comlng down the shafr, Ag this thue
one of flic curriages was down on the left hand side,
aud I did not see auy comlog 1a the rgnt
side. 1 went back insile of the door in the
eust gangway, and o good many men were
bollding & wall. [ belped 1x npioe wall. Ifell
down two or three times from brealhing smoke. L
took my coat off to stop up the holes where the
smoke was comung throogh- I was thioking of
tha Avondale fire. and tnought I should never get
ouf, and I erled snd thonght mother was round
the top of the shaft crywy for me, and 1F
mads e feel bad., [ was with the men when
they lad a prayer meeting. We found tlie smoke
comung in #t another place aund 80 we bold
another wall. 1 thought i ever I got
out of the rune T would mnever get down
again. When I thougnt 1 was yolng tw
we 1 waoted some paper to Wwrle to motler,
but could not ges i Some of the men told
me not to cry, we would get out safe, and all were
eryiog huv JTommy Smullcownbe. Johu Price fell
upon the ground gnd rolied and grosned, and Wil-
liam Dawvis helped lim Lo get inswe of the eang.
way. I lald down in Wilbgm Davls’ lap, and the
\ast Y remember somebody was ocarrying me, I
Arank witer from the ditel.  1'was So thirsty that
I could drink auytbing that was wel. Then
I luid down o Willlam’s lap. I thoognt
that if I was to die I wanted to die Ing his
arms, be had Leen 5o good to me, He told me not
to ery, and I put my heed on his knees and tried to
stop crying, but conld not,” When he chme to his
genses e thought e was_ At Lhe top of the Ehait,
aud wheb teld he wag i his home ne would look
around and sy, “Where la my mother, i Jam in
Iy father’s house i
THE FUNEBAT ANMBANGEMENTS,

The Committce of the Worklngmen's Benevolent
Assoclation have agreed tbat tbe Weleh, English
and Germans hold thewr fuperal ceremonies at the
pgrove, near the shall, at ten A. , and
fie Catholics at their  church, ot fonor
o'¢lock ¥, Al A special traln on  the
Lackewanna and Bloomsburg Rallrond will earry
some of the corpses to Hyde Park for interment.
Mr. 8. 3., Brown, of the firm of Biake & Cop,, arnved
on the spene of disaster this forenoon. He did not
learn of the disaster untll 1ast evening while calling
upon & friend 1n Boston. He bas orderad all biils
contracied for the rellef of the sulerers or cxpenses
tn lackitating the work of relleving tbe vietlms to
be presented to the company for Mgmdaiion.




@he NewDork Times

NEW-YORK, TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1871.

PRICE FOUR CENTS,

VOL. XX........ NO. 6269.

FIRE-DAMP AGAIN,

Explosion in Eagle Shaft,
Pittston, Penn.

Seventeen Miners Shut Up in a
Gangway,

The Work of Bemoving the
Obstructing Rocks.

Founl Air Impedes the Progress ¢
the Relief Parties,

All Hope of Saving the lviiners in
the Shaft Lost.

Recovering the Bodies of the Un-
happy Victims.;

Special Dispatch to the New-York Timex

Prrrston, Penn., Aug. 14.—This morning,
alabuut 10 o'clock, it was rumored that the firp
dawp 10 the Eagle ehalt bad cxploded, walling
lo the miners and laborers emnployed there,
numbering seventeen in all. At the scene of
the disarier, where there were at leaat 1,00
people asscmbled, many of whomn bad relativos
or fricuds at work in the mine, the griof of the
womwen wos beyond deseniption. They crowded
about the wouth of thn shaft, and the air was
flled with thelr heartreudiug lamentatione.
Iroparatioss to desccnd the mhaft were 1m-
mediately made, and &L 1035 o'clock
about twenty men descended, and after a quor-
ter of an hour of anxious walting they re-
appeared. bringiog the body of BEXJAMIN Da-
vie. He wos found near the foot of the shaft,
and waa lying on bis fuce, dead Josepu Jonks,
8 driver, was also found at the foot of thn
shaft. Ile was alive, aud did not scem to
have guffcred n great deal, although he
was deathly pale. Worr was rapidly continoed
and at 12:40 the body of Evas JONES was found
in the south gangway, abaut 80 feel from the
foot of the sbaft, and Iying face upward. The
foatures wera distorted, and he presented an
appearance of great sufferiug. At this uwme tho
wildest confus:ion prevailed, and the women who
bad husbanda, children or friends work
ing 1o the sbaft werc oagorly press-
mg forward 10 learn their fate. The
work of removing the rock aod débris
caused by the explosion inside the ahnft, aod
which debarred the workmen trom the place
where most of tho men were aupposed (o be,
progrcesed very slowly, bul as fast aa
wag possiblo under the clCOmAtanoces.

Tbe air wass so0 foul and deadly that
It was only with great difficulty that the men
could breathe, and only thuse wha wero aocus-
tomed to the mine could be of any service. At
3:38, the body of THHOKAS LESHONG waa brought
up. He died, Judging from the appoarance
of  his countenance, & yory painlnl
death. Oo Jcaves a wifa and four
cluldren, and was abont forty years of age.
A gentleman who had beon down 1o the mins
alnce 11 o'clock in the forenpon oame up as 7y
o’clock, and reported that the sir was very bad,
and that most of those who had volunteored
to regcue the minere were g0 much exhausted
that restorativos lad to be applled, lHa
thought at least fonr hours would be required
ta reach the place where the men are sapposa 1
ta be. Nioo men exnlored tho mine as far as
they wero able to go, but found no iracea of
oltber the bodles of the victima or of the camss
of the accidsnt. Other volunteers wore on
hand, and descended the shaft at once, bul mo
moio corpses wers found uuntil 4:10, when the
body of JAMES MORGAN was brought up. Hia
arme were; bent, with the bands tighily
elosed, and his fece was hormbly dlatortsl.
o leaves 8 wife and three children At 4'4
DavID I1anR1S was found. Iio louked as thengh
he died ip cremt pamn. Ho leaves three moth-
cricss childron. At 4:50 two voluntears, named
DAviD R. WiLLiAMS apnd QEORGE BuaDniEery,
weAro eent up in an alwost dring condition.
Reatoratives wore Immed!alely applied, aod

every cffurt wne made to rTodascitato
thern, bat they were sent  bome  still
inscneible at about & o'clock, though
their ultimate rccovery is  bhoped for.

The following are the names of all the wen i
tho shaft at the timo of the disaijter: David

Harria, taken cut dead ; J. Morgan, aken ous
dead ; Thos. Lesbong, taken out dead; Evaa
Junen, taken out dead; David Owens, Thos
Reese, Jaa. Jones, Charlea Price, Jno Reese.
Williama, takeu oul

tobert Hughes, Den
dead; Edward Owens, Joha Morgan,
Richard Owens, M. Quinsley, Marun

Morgan and Ben. Davis. The Eagle shaft is
ownod and operated by Arva THOMPRIYA, and
Lae slways been considered a * fAire-hole.’’ to
use 1ho cipression of a miner with whom wo
conveorsed, as it hos alwaya been with the great-
esl difficulty that a sufficieney of pure air could
be forcod nto the sahaft. Tho thcories and cou-

jootures as (o the cause of tho disaster are
mony, somo of the opinloo that tbhere was
a great fire of c¢eal in the chawbers or
pogsggts o mile or more from the sbhalt,
which drove the pure alr gut of the mine, leav-
ing the men to dle. The geooral opinion s,
bowever, that the calamity was enused by th)
oxplosion of the fire-damp, t'he first 1ntimation
that anything waa wrong belog tha rattling and
Jostuing of the deeecndidg car. as tns alr ruabed
out of the shaft with euck velocity as for & wo-
meblt to stop 1ta doscent,

MInnaionr.—Three voluntoers nhave just been
taken out jueensible, and no furtber atiemopra
to reocver the bodies will be made hefore day-
Hgut. Five bodies onl) have been takat out.

-

Diapatch 1v the Assovc ated Press

Prrrstos, Penn., Aug. 14.—A fire-damy ex-
plosion occurred this w:arnfog in the Esgle
shaft, operated LY nALVA TourRiNg Tuwenty
men were WOrXIOF 1D A uew gangway al tbo
time of tha explosion, which tore away the tim-
bers aupporttng tha roof,.caustng it to fall, and
lraving the men imprisoned behind the rocka,
with no means of escape until the dedris ghall
bp clecared away. BEMNAMIN DavIS, who was
workiogoutstde of the gangway, was inataptly
Xiiled by tue explosion. The men Imptisoned
are most likely dead, ar will be before they can
bo reached.

AFPTERNOON.—Of the twesnty men working in
the mine sixteen wero smiployed on the new
gsngway, and are lwprigsoved by the falling
roaof. Thres others, working In other parta o!f
the mine, eacaped uninjured Further partica-
lars will be sent as soon ae obixtneil.
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