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Explosion of ( ins at Corbin Colliery of the Excelsior Coal Company

January 15, Frank I 'asker. Dominick Iiublovitski and Joseph Ging-
olefski, minors, wore working together robbing a gangway at the
Corbin Collierv. They had been cautioned that morning bv the fire
boss, that then* was gas in tin * gangway inside of where they were
robbing, and they were given safety lamps to work with. A danger
signal Mas also e r e c t e d between them and the gas, but for some
reason, one of the men went beyond the danger signal , and it is
supposed he struck a match and ignited tin* body of gas. with the
result that the three men Mere burned to death.

Fire at Locust Gap Colliery of the Philadelphia and Pending Coal
and Iron Company

On the morning of May 5th. I Mas summoned to Locust Gap col -

l iery the scene of a mine lire, and upon my arrival at the colliery,

about 0.20 A . M., T found both slopes and fan-way on fire, the fan
having been burned down. Five men were entombed inside. In com -
pany with Mr. W. J. Richards, manager, I proceeded to the west end
slope, wdiicli connects M'ith the inside workings of the Locust Gap
colliery. When n-e arrived near the slope we mot Messrs. Tasker,
llrennan , Superintendent, and McLaughlin , foreman , who had just
ascended the slope. We accompanied them back to the office, and
examined the colliery map.

I then started again in company w7ith Mr. McLaughlin to the west
mid slope and descended 1,700 feet, then back cast in the bottom of
Locust Gap slope on the second lift. 1 found a fire there of immense
magnitude. The third level of Locust Gap is not connected with
the main or hoisting slope, the coal being hoisted from this lift on a
tender slope to tin * 2d lift and transferred to the main or hoisting
slope.

Af te r f ind ing i t imposs ib le to cross cas t of t in * s lope, we made an
ef for t to go doM'n to the 2d l i f l th rough the upcas t a i ruay M C S < of
the s lope, bu t when M O reached the lop of ( l i e gangway, M O found
tha t the water had ra i sed to tha t poin t. Our in ten t ion M\as to go
along the gangway eas t unt i l wo reached the other upcas t a i rway
oi l the eas t s ide of f in * s lope and go up th is a invay to 2d l i f t to
M-l i e re M U* supposed 1 IK* men Mere. When M O found if imposs ib le to
reach the men through Ib is channel, b ra t t i ces Mere put up a t once
to prevent t in* f i re f rom get t ing any a i r. 1 then went up lo f lu* f i r s t
l eve l and to the bot tom of t in * s lope and found condi t ions the same
as below as far as the t i re was concerned. They immedia te ly made
prepara t ions to bra t t i ce here a lso. The next move was to s lush the
s lopes and fan way. Also holes were sunk from the sur face and
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s i l t ed to prevent i l i e t i i e f rom spreading eas t and wes t . The work
was done wi th grea t rap id i ty.

A fut i le ef for t was a lso made to ge t down to t in * second leve l
th rough an old t rave l in *! way on the eas t s ide. They got down about
100 fee t be low the f i r s t l i f t , when they found tha t the passage
was blocked wi th immense pieces of top rock. These were old work -

ings tha t had been robbed years ago. and to blas t these rocks, meant
i l i e los ing of more l ives.

The l ive men tha t were entombed l ived in Locus t Cap. Thei r
names were Michae l i ioy lan, dolm J. I foylan , Michae l Shannon , John
1 >ebo and Wil l iam Melechefsk i , the two l i r s t named br ing bro thers.

On May 8, I aga in went to Locus t ( Jap in company wi th the Chief
of the Depar tment id' Mines, where we met Messrs. Fahey and
Dougher ty, pres ident and organizer of the Ninth dis t r ic t of the
Cubed Mine Workers. We proceeded to a room in the McClure
Hote l and 1 poin ted out on the col l ie ry map to those presen t what
had been done to rescue the impr isoned men . Every one presen t
approved of the methods adopted.

On the lo th of .May I aga in vis i ted t in * mine, and in company wi th
Char les Oal laghi r, ins ide foreman at I ’o t t 's Col l ie ry, went down the
old t rave l ing way on the eas t s ide. As we got near the f i r s t l i f t I
no t iced tha t the a i r had been reversed, and fear ing tha t smoke or
damp might i ssue through the hole wo dec ided to re turn. There
were men t imber ing th is manway a t the t ime, and 1 sugges ted to the
off ic ia l s tha t they s top and take the men away, which was done.

The t i re or ig ina ted in the pumpway, whi le a par ty of men were t im -

ber ing i t . They wei r g iven lan te rns to work wi th , so T am told , bu t
ins tead of us ing them they used the i r naked l igh ts, which resu l ted
in se t t ing l i re to t in* t imbers.

The company, regard less of the expense, d id a l l in the i r power to
recover the bodies of Hie men, before s lush ing the mines.

CONDITION OF COLLI KID FS AND TM HIOVEM ENTS

P H I L A D E L P H I A A N D R E A D I N G C O A L A N D I R O N C O M P A N Y

A new li f t l i as been sunk from theLocus t Spr ing, West Col l ie ry.
( b i rd to the four th l i f t , J l l f i f ee t on the Mammoth seam, which is
about f i f teen to twenty fee t th ick. Oangways have been turned
off in th i s l i f t bo th eas t and wes t . The eas t gangway is to be con -

nec ted wi th the Locus t Spr ing shaf t eas t , so tha t the water can he
run from th is col l ie ry to the shaf t and dra ined a1 tha t poin t.

A tunnel i s a l so be ing dr iven to the seven foot, nor th f rom the bot -

tom member of the Mammoth, which wi l l cu t the vein a t about two
hundred fee t . The sani ta ry condi t ion of the col l ie ry is good.
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