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Chronology of Events Concerning Eccles Mine

a8 noted by J. We Paul.

-

Book I

- April 28, 1914.

At 4:00 P.M. information received by telephone from E. A. Henry,
Chief, Department of Mines, Charleston, W. Va., who communicated by *phone
to Mr. Rice that the Eccles Mines Nos. 5 and 6 had exploded at about 2:30
P.Ms A telegram from Henson stated that Car 7 was enroute from Matoaka
to Eccles by special engine. W. J. German was telegraphed at Jenkins,
Ky., to proceed to Eccles. After conference with Mr. Rics, Gariﬂé was
d:lspa.tc_.hed from Pittsburgh, leaving Pittsburgh on the 5:30 Be & 0. train,

b

which train was held 35 minutes in order to receive Car)k.  The follow-
ing party accompanied car7(6§ Mossrs. Deike, Rysn, H. D. Jones, Feldeworth,
Béudenbush, and Paul. Mr. Rice and Mr. Taffanel ooncluded to follow to
Ecocles on the followlng day. ‘Arrived at Charleston 7:45, A.M., April 29.

Captain Bond got aboard the train and reported that eight dead men had been

recovered from Mine No. 6 and that No. 5 Mine was bratticed off and that there

.



was supposed to be 176 men in No. 5 Mine. Car 7 was reported as having ar-
rived at Ecoles 6:00 P.M. of April 28.

Car 6 arrived at Eccles Station on the Virginian Railway at 12:35 p.M.
and was moved by a special engine to No. 5 shaft at 1:00 P.Ms Conferred with
men on Car who acoompanied Hensone. Tentative organiszation of orews was made,
consisting of Crew 43 Ryan as Captain; Crew B, Deike as Captain. Edward Lucas
and T J. Morris were selected temporarily to look after repairing and charging
of apparatus until the arrival of German. The crews were made up as follows:

Crew A: J. T. BRyan, Captain,
Jesse Hanson,
Je Ae Kennédy,/
N. C. Hawkes,
Te L. Williams,”
Te J. Morris.

Crew B: Ge H. Deike, Captain,
He De Evans,
¥. A« Baudenbuwh,
Henry Feldeworth,
M, ¥W. ¥Wright. «~

In an effort to confer with Henson he was found engaged with a party
of eight in an effort to descend No. & shaft, Henson being equipped with a
Westfalia telephone helmet, the reel end being in the holsting engine house.
Conferred with E. A. Henry, in charge of the recovery worke. The party descend~
ed the shaft at 1:10 P.M. to & point 360 feet below the surface and returned to
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surface at 1:42 P.M., reporting that the alr was clear in the shaft and was
going down to the Beckley seam. Henry reported the cage was binding on the
guides and was apprehensive of the cage wticking and had decided to come wup
and grease the guides s0 as to overcome the binding effect.

At 1:56 PoMe Dre Jeo A. Holmes arrived on the scene, accompanied by
Je Pe Leake of the Marine Hospital Service, with a supply of first-ald mate-
rial for treatment of burns.

Upon a second descent into the No. 5 Yine it was found that the
guides for every 50 to 100 feet were torn out. Men were placed at work
on the surface to prepare new guldes, in sectiorsof eight feet for easy
handling. At 4300 P.M. Mr. Henry left for a rest and sleep, leaving Wm.
Gillie in charge.

At 6:00 P.N. the wa;ter gauge reading at t:he fan was .8",
vPsyohrometer 7320 P.M.: wet 61, dry 65; barometer, 27.56.

At 10:00 P.M. the cage was reported within 35 feet of the bottom of
the shaft with much wreckage in sight. It was estimated by the workmen that
it would take them until nearly daylight before they could get down sufficient

to get on the botiom.



April 30.

4.30. A.M. in conference with Dr. Holmes, Henry, and Blankinsopp,
the latter reported having been on the bottom of No. & shaft and found 2-1/2
feet of water and five dead bodies, cars wrecked, and much debris in the sump.
Pipe was then taken down to extend a signal line. The water line at the
bottom was reported broken. W. J. German arrived on the scene at 4:00 A.M.
At 6:00 A.M. a party consisting of Henry, Paul, Blankinsopp, Mandt, Mnir,

NEST

Bayless and the electrician and four others descended the Ashaft to the Sewell
seam and examined the pump roome The pump was out of commission and the sump
was running over, the water falling down the shaft into the Beckley seam. The
telephone in the pump room was found in working order and commmication was had
with the hoisting engineer on the surface. The pump was iIn good condition al-
though covered with mich dust and moisture. The electrician cut the eleotric
cable which led to the Beckley seam and telephoned for the electric power to be
placed on the wires. The power came on and the pump was startede In 20
seconds the field in the pump burned out causing a large arc. At thié instance

the electrician rapidly withdrew and Paul pulled out the main switch sbhmntting

off the current. The party then descended to the Beckley seam and found the
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cage within 10 feet of the bottom resting on timbers, leaving only 20 inches
space between cage and side of shaft, which was not sufficient for men with
appasratus to pass through. Mr. Henry declded that it would be a loss of time
to attempt exploration work until the cage could be again sent to the bottom
and party came out of the shaft at 7:30 A.M. and crews were ordered to remove
the debris from under the cage.

At 8:25 A.M. the psychrometer readings were: wet, 49; dry, 53.

At 11:30 A.M. 7 additional bodies were found in the shaft bottom,
making a total of 12 located. At 11:30 the cage was within six feet of the
bottom and water was about waist deep. A4t 12:30 noon, Messrs. Rice, Burrell,
Taffanel, and ¥W. E. Fohl arriveds At 1:25 P.M. water gauge at the fan was 5%
water ooiumn.

The following code of signals was adopted for hoisting in No. b shaft:
4-~2 lower, 4~1 razise, 1-3 stop at Sewell seam.

At 2.32 P.M. Crew A descended shaft and at 2345 P, M. Crew B descended
shaft, Paul and German descending 2:55 P.M. An effort was made to explors in
the direction of Fo. 6 shaft, but large falls were encountered. The crews

remained near the large fall on the North entry, and Paul, with a canary bird,
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accompanied by Superintendent Kent, and Murray, State Mine Inspector, proceeded
toward No. 6 shaft gntil deep water was encountered, at which point the air was
meagured, having a velocity of 900 feet cross-section 7 x 12, giving a volume
of 75,600 oubic feet; returned to the main West entry and advanced along the
maln West to the first left, entered foul air, found three bodies on main West
and marked loostion on roof. It was determined to make exploration of the
main South entry, selecting the base near the entrance of the main South entry,
Crew A acting as a.dvaﬁce and Crew B as reserve. Orew A, consisting of Ryan,
Captain, Henson, Kemmedy, Hawkes, and ‘Qilliams. Crew B, Dieke, Captain,
Raudenbush, Morris, Feldeworth, and Jones. Crew 4 left the base at 5:22 to go
to face .of entry and return, time allowed 30 minutes. Crew returned to base
at 5:54, having been gone 32 minutes. Reported that the canary bird carried
by the crew collapsed at Room 20 and was dead when brought ocut. Found the
following: 3 dead mules at inbye end of parting near room 20, 1 driver on

the parting, loaded and empty cars wrecked. Took two samples of air at face
of South entry, Nos. 67 and 89. The air at this point caused the eyes of the
men to smart, they not wearing goggles. All stoppings from Room 14 to the
face of entry blown out. All others are in place out to the slant haulage

near Room No. 1l. -6~



Crew B acting as gdvance and Crew A acting as reserve, started to
explore first left off Main West. Entered at 6:30 ans returned at 6:40 P.M.
Reported walls of the overcast intacty top blown down, 2 end rails in place,
very heavy fall just inbye overcast extending for 100 feet and as high as the
coal. The outer end of the fall was jagged and practically impossible to
surmount with breathing apparatus. At 7:00 P.M. orews A. and B, Paul, Germagn,
and Kent came out for supper; conferred with Dr. Holmes, Rice, Taffanel, Henry,
and Kent. Determined to re-enter mine at 10:00 P.M. Henry's men will arrange
to enter at 12:00 midnight, being in charge of Inspector Muir. Plamed to
explore main West beyond first left. Croews A and B arranged to descend;at 11:156
Crow B descended shaft, at 11:28 Crew A descendedy 11:30 Paul, German, Burrell,
and Robert Wallace descended. Crew B acting as advance, Crew 4 as reservee.
Crew A oconsisted of Deike, Raudenbush, Jones, Morris, and Feldeworth. Base
established at first right off main west. Planned to explore as far as third
left; ;;;o-k‘ sample and observed g}aysioal conditions and returngdf in 40 mimtes.

At 12:05 May 1 fgtere'd; ileft base with life line, returned at 12:30
&3M., having taken air samples 55 and 56 opposite crosscut on side track near

Demming pumpe Reported pump O.K.; one body at pump. One motor with six or
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eight loads on parting on No. 22 left; motormman found 16 feet outbye the motor.
The snapper of the main line motor was found opposite pump blown against the
loaded cars. The gathering motor was found on empty track at parting opposite
the loaded trip with the motorman on the inbye end, his body hanging out, legs
inside the motor. Another body was found on the entry opposite the first ocross-
cut on the right outbye the second left. A heavy fall covering both tracks at
the end of the 8th loaded car covering the rest of the trip and extending six

feet high as far as the Captgin could see. Advanced about 30 feet on fall and
foﬁnd space restriocted and not considered safe for men to advance farther with
breathing apparatus. The safety lamp carried was extingulshed about 400 feet
from the first right. The gas cap flamed in the gauze and extinguished the light.
Twenty feet beyond this point the bird showed signs of distress. It was carried
out'_bye until it showed signs of recovery, where it was left on the floor about 100
feet back from where it was first diatresseﬁ. The party then advanced to asbout
150 feet beyond second left as noted above. Two or three of the bodies fowund
were without c¢lothes. The bird fully recovered at 1240 A.M. The men in the
crew were all in good condition and travelled at the rate of about 2-1/2 miles
per hour. At 1:05 A.M. the parties ascended shaft and reported findings to
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Dr. Holmes. The party slept from 2:30 A.M. to 8:00 A.M.

At 8:00 A.M. the cage was gotten wifhin easy reach of the bottom of the
shaft. At 9:15 A.M. orews were semt down to bring out the first bodies located.
Fan water gauge 3™ at 9300 A.M. 1_0:00 A.M. body NHo. 1 ﬁs brought to the surface
On account of the acocumlation of water in the north entries threatening the
closing off of the return air it was decided by Chief Henry to discontinue

| concentrate
further restoring of ventilation on the south entries and/mmmtmxr efforts to
connecting a pump at the No. b shaft to pump the _vga_.ter out of the north entries.
This involved disconnecting the pipes on the electric pump .on the north entries
and making itw discharge pipe, a suction pipe, a suction 1line for a pump to be
installed at the bottom of No. 5 shaft. During the previous night a pump was
installed near the bottom of No. b shaft to pump water into the gbandoned rooms
on main south, but it was found the water had been short oirocuiting,%im no water
having been delivered at the discharge end of the line.
“LE ¢o 2266
Pgychrometer 12:50 noon: wet 268, dry }é; barometer, 2'5166.
Inspector Hq}iday during the forenoon of today had brattised off the

Qreoks
main west t/-d the pump room at the bottom of the shaft, making the north east

section inaccessible for exploration, the air now being conducted down the main

gouth alrway and up Room No. 10.
=0



At 2:50 P.M. party descended consisting of Governor H. D. Hatfield,
Dr. Holmes, G. 8% Rice, Je Taffanel, and Mr. Fohl. The above party came out
at 3:30 excepting Messrs. Rice and Taffanel.

4t 4:00 P.ﬁ. the following arrived from Col. L. E. Tierney's mines
Lynchburg and Powhatan: J. F. Bowles, Thomas Gilmer, George Homzy, Leonard
Boley, James Armatrong, having with them two Draeger helmet apparatus and one
pulmotor.

At 4:3 U P.M. Dr. Holmes 1ef}: Eccles, stating that he still thought
some men might be founé alive in some of the remote parts. At 6:00 P.M. a
total of 14 bodies had been ta.k:en.out of the mine. Five bodies had been
found in the motor pit near the bottom of No. & shaft. Crews A. B. & cv
wore organized, and inspectdon and repailr craws were organized as follows:

Crew A: Je Te Ryan, Captain, .
Jesse Henson,
Thomas Gilmer,
George Homzy,
Je Ao Kemlﬂdy,

Crew B: G. HL Deike, Captain,
Jo T Morris,
H. PFeldewerth,
W' N. Wright,
James Armstrong,

Crew C: H. D. Jones, Captain,
W. A. Raudenbush,
L. T. Williams,
C. N. Munley,
Cal. Sowdars,
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Inspection and Repair Crew: We. Jo German, Captain,
J. F. Bowles,
M. C. Hawkes,
Leonard Boley.

eres P.M. Orew.‘BAentered shaft. For the % to 12 shift thay worked
WM‘( WM&UL

on the south side; Inspector ﬁ\th' in charge of brattice crew, accompanied by
Breatia 17 odis o et Regleh Gl “af avsedled ' canty,,

Gexman and Burrell. A The following men arrived from the Sagamore mine of the
Pocghontas Coﬁsolidated Collieries Coe., Who had been trained by Henson on
rescue apparatus:

Je He Evans, Mora, W+ Ia.
We Je EVa_nB, n W. Va.
C. M. Corder, MoComas, W. Va.
Ed. Kelly, ] " "

MyyxRx

May 2, 1914,
| et 1,

12:10 A.M. Cren;Boa.me out of shaft. 1:00 A.M. Crew Adescended.
German acoompanying. At 6:80 A.M. Crow B came out of shaft. Reported 17
bodies recovered from the first right off the main east, making a total of 31

i ebaigt f Ponos

available, including 14 already out. 8:30 A.M. Crew C ,\entered shaft, German
accompanying. Blankinsopp, Inspector, in charge of brattice shift. 10:40
A.M. the upper part of a body was found near the engine house near the paling

fence immediately along the hoisting rope leading to the cage, ~ shoulders, arms,

and part of head,~ probably the bottom cager.
]



John Cochrane left 10:45 A.M. for Washington; 11:45 A.M. Crew C out of shaft.
Explored on main south sir course as far as Room 16. The brattice men were
reported engaged in closing off the east slde of mains so as to concentrate

the air on the south entries. Crew A repaired to enter at 1:00 P.M. to join
brattice crew on the south entries in charge of Inspectors Holiday and Muir,

12: 30 noon Messrs. Rice and Taffanel descended shaft to make observations in

the vieinity of shaft bottom. Chief Henry requested the writer to ask Mr.

Rice to not go any place where men were not working, since most of the brattice
crew and others not kmowing of Mr. Rice's mining experience felt some uneasiness.

1;:50 P.M. party descended consisting of Henry, Paul, Gilley, Bayles,

%Liﬁ)ﬁf%'ww
and~Gebvdimd and proceeded along south entry air course to Room 18. The air

current was measured by Paul at Room 18; 7'7" high by 11' wide, area 83 sq.ft.,
velocity 4 40 = 75, volume 6,000 cubic ft. #-. The air course betwsen rooms

7 0
18 and 19 was being closed to direaot the air up 18. Paul and Burrell advanced
to Room 20 with canary, where bird was visidbly affected and lamps showed trasce A
of methane; sample No. 77 taken. 3:50 P.M. German and Paul came out of shaft.
A map of No. 5 mine was sent to the Director. Upon the trip out the body of &

under
man was found partially exposed immediately mmxxxthe cage. At 6:26 P.M. Crew A
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out of the shaft.

622

9P P.M. Crew B and German entered shaft to accompany brattice men
in charge of Inspector Cobb and Robert Wallace to contimme on the south entry's
exploration. 7:00 P.M. Paul had a violent headache as result of exposure to

gas in vicinity of Room No. 20, where canary bird had been visibly affected.

Sample 77, analyzed by Burrell, gave the following:

CO ---------------------- .2
CH4 ----------------------- 1.0
Oxygen - = —~ = = = = = = = = = « = = =« == = = 20.2

at 8:00 P.M. headache thwuping. Dr. D. R. Roller, Jr., advised rest and quiset.
8:30 P.M. pain in upper part of temple constant. Paul 8:45 P.M. went to bed.
Mgy 3, 6:00 A.M. awakened. Paul had requested to be called at mignight, but
the cook was taken violently sick and was put to bed, possibly neglecting to
make the call. Crew B came out at 2:30 A.M. Crew C entered at 1:30 A.M.

and came out at 5:45 A.Me Inspectors Murray and Blankinsopp were with Crew C,
total bodies out of shaft 64. 8:00 A.M. took blood sample of body No. 64,
wnknown white man. Very 8light burns on hands. Flesh slipping off chest,
left leg and thigh scarlet in color.

8:00 A.M. psychrometer: wet 48%, dry 57%; barometer 27.67.
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8:45 A.M. water gauge reading at fan .8". Some time during last
night the fan was increased in speed and at 8:45 A.M. was running 74 rep.m.
10:00 A.M. top of air shaft in shades wet 545, dry 55; relative humidity 97
per cent. Under tipple in shade: wet 50%, dry 66. Return alr taken at No.
6 shaft 8:00 A.M. analyzed as follows:

002---- .3

Oxygen = -~ 206
CH4---—- 3
CO0 - =~ « = 0

On 11:19 A.M. train today left Robert Wallace, T. J. Morris, T. L.
Williams, and W. M. Wright.

Crew A with the following members:

Ryan, Captain,
Corder (in place of Henson, who is not well)

Konnedy
Gilmer,

Homzy.
12:35 Noon crewAdescended shaft .with German to work on second left.
off main west. 3:19 P.M. Burrell left for Pittsburgh. 77 bodies out. 3 P.M.
at No. 6 shaft in shade: waet 58, dry 77:; return air at top of No. 6 shaft: wet
55, dry 55§. Body 88, John Adams (white) in perfect condition, no scars, burns,
or discolorations of skine. Took blood sample but lost it, the waxed stoppers
having contracted and fallen out. This body 88 was found on the second left
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off main west, in the vicinity of three other bodies and was partially covered
with water when found, and had the appearances of having only recently died.
It was impossible to bring this body directly out of the second left entry
for reason of a badly wrecked trip of cars which almost ocompletely closed the
entry. It would have been an impossibility for a man with breathing apparatus '
to have gotten over the wreck.
5:35 PoM. Crew A out of shaft. Had reached last orosscut in the
third left entry off main west. 1/8" cap of methane found 60 feet from face
of third left air course. Upon further exsmination of the crbsscut in which
the Demmning pump was loocated between second and third lefts on the main west,
three bodies were found slightly burned.
At 6:45 P.M. Crew B entered with Inspectors Blankinsopp and Murray
to go to third left and faces of main west, orew consisting of Dieke, Feldeworth,
¥W. J. Evans, and Hawkes. At 10:00 P.M. Gorman came up and told of a stretcher
party having gotten lost, and Crew B explored the main west and fourth right in
| 2%0d
search of the streticher crew, which was found on the tht17\left entry.
Top of No. 6 shaft 10:40 P.M. after damp odor very strong.

Psychrometer read 100 feet over No. 6 shaft on surface: wet 48, dry 5l.
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In the top of No. 6 air shaft: Psychrometer: wet 54; dry b54.

Took sample of air top of No. 6 shaft 11:20 P.M.; analyzed by J. Te Ryan:

002 i e e 04
Oxygen - = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - -~ 0.5
Mothane - - = = = = = = = = = = = = = =~ b .6

12:25 A.M. Crew B out of shaft. 12:30 A.M. Crew C entered shaft,
with Inspectors Holiday and Muir, Jones Captain, Raudenbush, Bayles, Evans,
Sowders. Worked on the third right off msin west. Inspector Holid;.y “want-v
ed a crew ‘c6 oxplore and carry out all bodies >found. Jones agreed to explore
and locate bodies, but not to carry out dead bodies. Hollday said that he
would not then need their service. Three bodies were found on third right,
leaving No. 1 room to be explorsd. Air ocurrent sluggish. Before resuming
work on the third right it was decided to repair stoppings leading up to third
right and turn most of the air on the main sow:;ths.

7:00 A.M. Crew C came out of shaft. 8:45 A.M. German descended to
ascertain progress being made in repair of stoppings leading up to third right
off main west.

Conditions of weather 6:00 A.M. Barometer, 27.56. 10:00 A.M. at

shaft No. 6 100 feet from shaft: wet 60, dry 693: In top of shaft: wet 65, dry &
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Took sample, analyzed by Pgul: Methane, 4.

10: 30 A.M. German out of shaft; reported having gone to face of third
right air course and into third right entry, and at last crossout found gas cap
1/8" 50 foet from face of air course. The bird went down in £he crosscut at
the face, water & feet deep. Body No. 100 found in room No. 1 along very
heavy fall of slate, which was later partially removed and a foot hmputated
in order to extricate the body. 10:565 A.ﬁ. Crew A entered shaft to explore
second right off main west. 12:20 P.M. Crew A out; had been to face of
second right off main west. 12:55lnoon Crow B descended with Inspectors
Blankinsopp and Murray to work on first right off main west: Deike, Captain,
Hawkes, Boley, Feldeworth, We. J. Evans.

1:40 P.M. body 104 came out; 516 P.M. 116 bodies out. Mr. Manley
left at noon for his home at Haifwood.

6:00 P.M. Crow B out of shaft. 6:25 P.M. Crew C descended to work
on exst side, Inspectors Holiday, Muir and Mason accompanying. 6:30 P.M.
all bodies on the south and west sides had been taken out of minej total 117.

At 7:35 P.M. the water guage at the fan showed .7, 74 rep.m.

9:30 P.M. took sample at top of shaft No. 6, analyzed by Paul: Methane «22.
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10:00 P.M. German came out of the shaft and reported the explorers
as having gotten into the first right off main east, finding the body of Fire
Boss Scott, an insurance agent, and a boy on the main east ____ feet fram the
shaft. During the night two bodies were taken from the sump of No. 5 shaft.
May 5;

12:40 A.M. Crew C out of shaft. 10 bodies found on first right
off main east. Inspector Holiday would not let any of Crew C go in advance
of himsellf. 12:45 A.M. Crew A with Inspectors Cobb and Lambert and William

Nicholson entered.

Crew &; Ryen, Captain,
Corder,
Gilmer,

Homzy,
Kemmedy.

2:00 A.M. to 7:30 A.M. Paul slept. Crew A out of Mine at ____ .
Crew B entered mine at _____ .

8:00 A.M. readings in shade at No. 6 mine: wet 593, dry 64.
Water gauge at No. 5§ fan: 7%, 74 re.p.m.

The following left today on the 11.19 A.M. train:

Ed. Kelly,

George Homzy,
James Armstrong.
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Weather conditions intemmittent; rain during the foremoon. 12:30 noon Crew
B out of mine together with Inspectors Blankinsopp and Muilr. Had explored
to face of first left off main east with roams therefrom. The canary col-
lapsed at face of first left and in Room Ro. 15 off first left. A fresh
canary was then talken to the face of Room 15, showing that the fresh canary
was able to endure an atmosphere which would overcome & bird that had been
in service and previously affected. A samplae taken by Ryan at the top of
No. 6 shaft at 6:00 R.M. analyzed: Mothane, 4.

12:45 noon Crew C, with Ihspeotors Holiday and Mmir,entered minee.

1:30 P.M. A. J. McMillan of Oh;o arrived with a letter of introduction
from J. H. Roan.

Baocod sample taken by Paul from body No. 140, white man, unidentified.
ot burned and had no injuries; flesh pink. Sample placed on 1ce.  3:30 P.M.
top of No. 6 shaft, sample taken by Paul analyzed: Methane, 1.0.

6:10 P.M. Crew C out of mine having been to the foot of No. 6 shaft.

Total bodies recoversd 157, 18 unaccounted for. 9:00 P.M. all crews and labor-

ers out of shafte All hands and crews were instructed to rest during the night.

May 6.



Yy C

Chief Henry arranged with the officials of the company to have the
temporary ventilation of the mine reinforced so as not to disturd any of the
physical conditions,exmcept in looking under falls and wrecks, which had pre-
viously been noted by the Bureau employees and inspectors. lir. Wm. Nicholson
was employed to take charge of putting the mine in shape for operations,
with instructions to confine his work to the bottom of the shaft until after
the inspectors and buresu engineers had made further investigation of ths
interior of tile mine. 9:00 A.M. body 158 wes brought out.

Inspectors Holliday and Muir were detailed by Chief Henry to
remain at the mine during the absence of chief and others. Chief Henry
decided to begin his further investigation of the mine on the morning of May 1l.
Car 6, with Henson in charge, was detalled to remain at the Eccles mine until
the return of the Engineers of the Bureau.

At 1:40 P.M. Paul and Kent descended No. 5 shaft and explored the
immediate vicinity on the east side of the shaft bottom and came out of the mine
at 2:00 P.i.

3:40 P. M. Car_-:'/ left Ecoles for Pittsburgh with the following on board:

Messrs. Paul, Deike, Ryan, Jones, Raudenbush, Feldeworth, German, Henry Blackwell
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colored cook, Alvin Day, cook, McMillan, Chief Henry, R. B. Cobb, W« L. Thomas,
Munley.
May 7

At 10:15 A.M. Car arrived B. & O. Station Pittsburgh, having come
via Virginian to Deop Water, thence C. & 0. to Huntington, thence B« & O.

Book No. &

Vay 11, 1914.

Chief Henry and Paul arrived at Eocles No. 5 mine at 11:45 A.M.
and found Inspectors Muir and Murray in charge. Inspector Holiday arrived
at 1:00 P.M. Chief Henry had authorized a party of district inspectors to
return to the Eocles mine for the purpose of having them to inspect and inves-
tigate the mine in order to get their judgment as to the probable cause of the
explosion.

Statement of Witnesses, May 11, 1914.

E. W. West, tipple boss, at No. 6 shaft, stated he was standing with
his hands on the crank of a orab nearby the top of the collar of Nof 6 shaft
when the explosion occurrede He said he heard it coming and ran down the track
and looked back but saw no flame, but volumes of water and rmd. The water was
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all a= round the top of the shaft and considerable large pools were made before
the water ran away. West had worked at the BRush Run mine at the time of its
explosion. The timbers on the headframe of No. 6 shaft have mud on them and
the handrailing on the approach to the top landing has mud on the top edge and
streaks of mud on the side.of the railing, showing that 1t had been fluid and
had run down on the siderailing. Both cages in No. 6 shaft were in good ocondi-
tion immediately following the explosion, but immediately following the explosion
the engineer hoisted the south cage and in coming up came in contact with a tim-
ber and was thrown out of its guldes, and when it reached the top landing it was
immediately anchored there by workmen and the rope unrelled from the drum which
permitted the cage in the north compartment to be available for hoisting and
lowering men. It is claimed by Chief Mechanic Williams that the rope was un-
reeled from the drum bafo;-e the second explosion occurred, and a mumber of men
on the ground claimed that between the two exploslons several cage loads of men
had been hoisted out of the No. 6 mine. Two men were injured in their effort
to aseend Ro. 6 shaft: one man having his leg broken by reason of his having
fallen onto the ocage when he attempted to get on at the bottom landing, allow-

ing his two legs to project over the edge of the cage, one of which was broken



A second man was injured and later died from the effe.cts of his injury
by apparently being struck on the head by the descending cage at the bottom land-
ing, causing a scalp wound and fracture of the skull. in the No. 6 shaft the
cage in the south hoisting compartment after the explosion was 40 to 50 feet
vbelow the surface landing and had on it a loaded car of coal. The cage in the
north hoisting compartment was rewting midair i:etween the surface and top of land
ing, being held in position by the safety catches. Considerable of the cable
attached to this cage was hanging in a loop down the shaft and immediately
following the explosion the oage was chained to its position and the oable.
unreeled froxn the holsting drum. The unreeled cable was coiled on the ground,
there being 10 circular coils 7 feet in diameter, making a total of 220 feet
in length. There is some difference of opinion as to how the cage in the
north compaz:tment arrived 'a,i': the point at which it was held by the safety catches,
some claiming that it was blown from some point near the bottom of the shaft.

The Chief Mechanical Engineer, Williams, claimed that he was under the impression
that the cage was near the top at the time of the explosion and that the force of

the explosion held it in position and prevented it from descending, and that the

momentum of the rope over the shieve czused the rope to continue down the shaft.
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See page 3 for sketch of shaft compartments and relative position of fan.

The two steel explosion doors immediately on top of the air compartment were bdlown
from their fastenings, one of which fell into the discharge funnel of the fan,

the other alighting on the ground 80 feet south of the fan l‘muae. It was claimed
by Chief Mechanical Engineer Willigms that both of these doors were blown from

their fastenings by the foroce of the first explosion, although it was stated by

Mr. s, Who was in charge of No. & fan that one of the explosion doors
was blown from its fastenings by the second explosion and landed on the ground

nearby the point where he was rumning immedietely following the second explosion.



JWP-ET-6/30/14

8:25 a. m. the following party descended Number 5 shaft:

E. A. Henry, Chief Department of Mines, W.Va.,
de We Paul, U. S. Bureau of Hines,

e E. Kemp,

F. P. Bayles,

R. Y. Muir, )

L. B. Holliday,) District mine inspectors
Isaac lurray, )

William Nicholson.

The purpose of this visit to the mine was to conduct an of=
ficial investigation by the Iine Inspection Department of West Virginia,
and since the inspectors make thelr examination more rapidly than the en-
gineers of the Bureau of Mines scme of the data following may be slightly in
error, but it will be found corrected in subsequenf independent investiga~
tions by the Bureau's engineers.

The party proceeded to the bottom of Number 6 shaft and measured
its eastern connection, finding it to be 9 6" wide and 7* 3" high. Ich
wreckage was in evidence looking up the shaft, consisting of broken stairways
and pipes In the swag near Fumber 6 shaft the ribs of the entry showed
marks indicating the stage of the water at some previous time. In the
west north ebtry at the sump the water line was 2 feet from the roof, and

in the east north entry the water line at the swag was 3 ft. 7 in. from the
2D



roof. A prop standing at the lowest part of the swag, measuring 82 inches
in height, had mud plastered from top to bettom. At 42 inches from the
roof the water wash line showed on the mud, and a second water line on the
east north enmbry was found 12 inches from the’roof at the swag, but between
it and the lower water line there was mud found on the ribs. All timber
which was displaced on the north entries had been blown towards the north.

Passing up number 5 room of main north a trip of 10 empty cars
was found on a parting; 4 of the cars were off the track, one of which was
resting on its side against the north rib just opposite the first X-cubt in
the room. Coks found on ribs in first X-cut in room No. 5, on north ex-
posures. The second X-cat in No. 5 room had coke on east rib, north ex-
posures.

Proceeding up No. 6 entry off No. 5 room to face, a loaded car
was found at face of entry. Body No. 152 indicated at the car. 8 inches
of water on the floor at the car. Coal shot down at the face -- 3 carloads.
Coke on collars and timbers near face of entry and back for 40 feet on inby
exposures. A fall of roof at 50 feet back from face. A prop blown outby

at this point. A coil of fuse, 1% sticks of Monobel, miner's oil lamp and

.
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cod pipe found; the uO}mbel had cole on the wrappers.

Hoe 6 room off No. 6 entry.  Loaded car at face. One-half

-

car of coal at left riby ooal shot in the face 12 hxéae on the solid.
Found an Elgin watoh in a miner's jumber at the cari nobody indicated as
baving been found in this room. jiner's check #660 found on post.

Coke blisters on roof and rids at entrance to room., b feet of brattioe
cloth still hanging 20 feet from face. (ne stick of Monobel found on

right rid of room.

Noe. 4 yoom off Ho. 6 entry. mpiiy car upside down at mouthp
had apparently bees standing inby the méuth along the traock andi blown
qutby. An a@m palr of whoels wore found detached from osr. A
beavy fall at first X-out. Loaled car of coal Xt face of reom. 2

caxrs of loose ’oeoal at the face. Prop bdlown toward face and sgainst

Ho. 8 room,  Nol workings fallen almost to face. (Clear of
standing gas. KNo indications of coke or heat. _

Noe 2 room. Fallen to face; not workinge Clear of stanie-

ing gase.



Ho. 1 _xom. Soes through fo the first left air oourse,

east side. ¥Wo track in this room} floor dusty.

8t Le £f East 81

P

Betwaen rooms 13 sud 14 heavy fall on entry. A&t mouth of roam
15 water covers the trask:. In front of room 16 hegvy fall for distamse
aof 5O feet.

Bocn No. 17.  Driven in 25 feet. Car 3/4 loaded; sbout 2
carg of loose cornl down at face.

On the entry in front of room mack No. 18 a Jeffroy mining
mschine found on tynjk.

Coal andsrart &t face of emiry; no ccal down, no holes drilled.
Gas bubbles escapingi % inch gas opp indioated at fece mear roof,  Coks
on inby props from fsae back for BO feel. Ooke blisters found om roof
of entry st room Ko 18, A body found at tho mowth of room Fo. 17.

Room Noe 16. Eot working, but clear of gas. ¥o cosl.
Firo-bogs' marks st face = '"4/27, 4/28 A, B."

00m Hoe Fot working: water at the mouth. Fall at the

mouth of room and for distanso of 650 fest. Props atayding in room; no

signs 0f heat. e-1:



e 14, Qleer of gas; not working.

On the f1rst left eubry opposite XZwcut near Fo. 10 room a
trip of & cars wers blown against the east rib with great violence,
oarrying the rock stcopping agalnst the cars snd ¥ib. (Bee page 17
for sketoh of wreckod cars betwean rocms 6 amd 10.) (Bee pages
19 end 21 for wreckage on first left east and room Fo. 8 of first left
east.)

Going north on No. £ laf% eaat &% room 12 an empty ¢ar wrecked,

1 vodses found V0 fest outby car.

Room Hoe. 13 off Noe« 2 left east is in 30 feet, Loing to the
rise. Coks dlisters on the room. & bodies £vand in this reom; ome
had check Foo 481¢ 4 track mn W5e laying %rack heré. ¥ege oI puswe
recently oute Ko loose ocal downe ) Water segping through roof, this
point being near a bore~hole from the surface.

Face of ontry is/ 80 feet beyond roomm 15. Watep stending rrom
roomt 13 6o face of entry. Coke blisters foumd on roof of gntry at room

13. Ooks on rivs of entry and on both exposures at ro(;m 13.

v

Boom 12 off 2nd lefh oast. 2 males in mouth of room, 20



sildes of pxops near the face and back ror & disternce of 76 feot.

At 12 noon the party left for outside of mine for lunch.

At 2 p.m.  the party agaln descouded the shaft, excepting
Willim Hicholson.

Tarning into 2nd left east, coing to face toward feult, losded
.ear found 12 feot from fess. Omne caf'lead of loose coal at face. Brat-
tice eloth and plece oflmg st f;ée. Ooked dust on btrattice, coke on
roof 13 fect back of face. 2 bodies had boen found at face and rew
ported by Kent ez pot having pecn burned.  The Zecub gRer the face hed
& small hole through to alr ecgurse. Colm on inby exposure in this X-cut.
2 empty oars wroocked sbout 60 feot bac_k from £008. Egdgsée:-s of ¢ars
blown inmby. m/mm oar hadl éndgate dstached snd bent double in car.
Both cars off ;rmk’.

Pau £ glr caarse 8 left eget Water extexds from
fooe back 30 faects OCelos and &st flesting on water. Ooke cm ribs ab

the faca.

4 switoh lever oaut of K-qé into air course bleen ighy.

F [ ) 1ar
806 of main east ;‘gft alr course Py Loaded oa.r/a.t fa06

off track. No s cap. Coke on all ribs near face and top of oar. -
-balll



Body hed beenr found noar czri Jfent sayd i1 was not burned. Foroce ap-
parently inby on tne air aoaree.

On main cast entry Just outby last X-cubl & loaded sur wup
found, wreckod; ombor end and sides brdsen, debris on inby and, 30 fest
from £808. Face of eniry libgratiﬁg gas; 3 feet of gas near face. Chied
Roary loat the light of his safety lemp in the gas. F@é of plane une
dermived in center boush. To loose cosl down. Faoe is 30 fest ubasd
of 1ast Zwoub on the right side. Outby the loaded Sar tho tles were
bunobed by an ingoing force. (5ee sikoteh, page 33.)4

At the 1st and 2nd right entriss off the mein eaet all of the

stopoings ave blown Sowerd the morth. {This o be verified by subsequund

insgeotion.}
irst rient off wpin eesh. Jast luside the firet right the

stopoing on the maln east alr course is dlomn sast. At the firet L-out
to right the etopoing was Llowm oaat:
Ho L ] 285 Anllen in to the second X-oub
to right. Eo ex.ridenoe of healt wp to this fall.
Room Ko, R Dry and dusty; gas et fagce. 2 oars loaded ceoal

&t face; ribe coked from face back £5r 76 feet. Posts botween cars
=B



churred. Progs blown tegirds fzoe. A gas oap was found 20 fest back
from tho fsade. Coke oun floor and on top o\l” c:oal in csra. PFaco 3lmost
cleamed up, there heing one-hslf cay of loos caal on r}gm; rth. Ona
body found near car. lLest X.out op vight shows ooxs on ridbs. The
£508 of voom 2 1s sbout 100 foet ahesd of last Xetmb.

Room Yo, 3. Gap cap shovm 3 fest ¥rom floor, 5C fesi from
feoe. £ loafed cars at faco. No coke in evidenoe at face, but coke
abovt 50 feoh basck from tha face.

Room Hoe 44 /Gas cap fourd 30 fexzt frox the fase J feel from
roof. Rmpty csr 2% face. No coal down. Plate oub in Comter bench.
Coke on al! exposures amd f40e of room. 2 hnlf gtioks '%nobel, coll
of fuase and roll of shot peper at fsse.

Room ¥o. 5, Loaded onr E}: face. 5 carlosds“af logse
coal at faee., ReL.. bllstered Y gokq on inby exposure¥ of props
nesr the face. Flase going to the dip.

Boom Yo. 6.  Tomded car in X-out st face on right. 4 car
loose coal Iy X-cut. ZX-cut hos mining 1/3 completed in centsr. Pace
of room oleansd up. OCoke on ribs and props; brattice cloth blown dewt,

3B
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Poon Mo, 7. Mo bysck in room.  W: ot working. Dry aand
aunty.

On the 1st right entry in fromt -of room ¥o. 7 the trollsy wive
was blown inhy oxv® attached Yo hanger.

In air cosrse of€ Yot right csst op-osite roome 6 emd 7, o
noel of wvator is dtaniing.

Body of Ceth Combs (Ko. 134} found on air coarse hetwess rooms
7 and 8.

Rogn Mo, 8. ;’I/‘oaied car nt face. Osr of loose coal et £fR08.
Room driven in 28 feetb.

Room Yo. 9. Driven in 20 fest, Car thre:z-fourths loaded of
face. ¥o loose gosl dom. Place sqn;red up.

Trolley 12 atpached to ha.!éer on entr;r from Fo. 7 rom $¢ 20
feet past room Fo. 9.

Btopping betwoen entry 2rd olr course bebween roomp 9 and 10
blow: east and north.

¥o trook in entry inby room ¥n. 9. Room Fo. 10 not working.

e alr ooaras sappreaching the varrier in syept elesn from the

coal barrier te the secad X-sut outby the alr ccarse. The akr course
Sl



avrronching the barrier from the east La on the tor hench of coal, the
bottson banch hevine hesn left down. The alr course aprroaching from the
south is the full height of the oeel. An opening in the bar fer in the
eir course was measured hy one of the inmgpectors and reyporied to be 7T £t,
wide and 30 inchas hisch,. Tha aenl bed was masured by Pr, Kant and
R R Y
PPy ;
A J A !?1 -
5t v (e E
11
|

geve the followingt

Hoof sogl . .

Bone e & o eoe ¢ @ 1"
008.1- ¢ » & & o @ ,al _Q
Totale » « - o 8 117,

(See psge 43 for sketch of the above opening, with ._ltqca,tion 0f shot
holes.) A temmorary brattice wms removed _ﬁar 8 mimrter and g measurs-
pmt of the alr talen posaing theergh the ovening in the harrier. The
velosity of the air was 700 fget por mlmte, traveling .north, edving a
volume of 12,200 cudle feat ver mimte. %o track wes foy,ﬁa arprosching
the opening {u the barrier end mc miners' tools wore fourd in the lrmeo-
dinte vieinity of the barrier.

Proceeding south on the lst, pight east:

Boom Fo. Lgv. Driven in 20 feet. (Cleaned up at faca. B;dy
of man reported to have been found iy this roome At mouth of room a

dead mile was found on the entry.



Room Wo. 18, Toedad car-at fuee. 2 dead milar in romm j't;j/:;t
orthy the aar. Body vepopted fomd In rovm,  Roan driven in /‘35’ feet.

Room Wog ¥4,  Water st the face; no leose coal dgm.

Room ¥o. ;Lg,; dar at fane '% loaded. Props bl&m inhy.
Goke em £306. Props chmred and coks on inby exposwre, J anrs looaze
conal.

Room Koe 16, At 30 feat from foee 3 feet of cos found.

Plsoca clear of coal. Prepa/élmqfto the fese. Ookp on props and raiis.

Oanvas had been hlown down but repla.e?ﬁ tomporarily by & brattiss orew.

.Raom Mo. 17. Gamvas,%hloh wag down, had begn f;;aglmed. at o/
the fase. Hoavy otk on the face. Provs blewn tovard tha fece. Feevy
coks an rofla ent to the laat J~oub.

Rocm Fo,l18. Oenrveg, which wae blowm down, hed heen m;ﬁ.@d
to the fmee. Last Xmout to left driven In 20 foet. 4 loafed oér in
X-ont, heving edite on top of the cenl, Oary off the track. One-half
carlosd of senl at face of Xeout, _Fece of room 18 olenzod up. Ges
cep st tace. Ooke on floor, ribe snd timbers. Soot on coks.

Boom Koo 19.  Oar 3 losded 20 feet from face. One carlesd

w i Gne



of loose coal down at face. At of the oar & Wolf safety lamp
#1099474 was found and taken possgesion of by Paul.  Ribs of room
coknd. Heavy fall for 150 feet in room, extending back to X-ocut into
No. 20 room, the fall being 4 feet thick.

Fo. 20 rooms Not working. Fall at the face. No gas ine
dicated.

Room No. 21. Driven in 50 feet. Undercut by machine at
face. Coke on props and ribs, Water at the face 10 inshes deep.
Machine truck 20 feet baok from £a0e. A fall in this room is par-
tiglly resting on the mmohine truck.

Roome No 22, Driven in @6’ foet; fallen almost to the face.
. Water standing at the fase. Bad reof. Face q}eamd up, Goke om ribs.

At the mouth of this room & body was faind on the entry.

loaded cer et face and & oar loose

coals Props blowm towards faoe. Ribs dirty.
B of t air co Props and water at fase.
Empty oar 26 faeet bask fram face. Endgate of car bent in almost double.

Cokea on rocf over car, soot on ribs.
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On the lst right east between rooms 17 and 18 2 mules and
loaded car wore found, ani on entry between rooms 16 and 17 stopping
was blown ageinst east rid with much force, being at point opposite
room 10 of main socuth entry. (See subsequent notes for location of
the bodies of 2 boys.)

At the mouth of Ho. 16 room an enpty car was blown sgainst
the south rib.

Remains of the door at No. 10 reom off south emtry were blown
squarely against the east rid, covering uwp the bodies of # boys, the
door being demolished to mere kindling wood.

Proceeding wost in No. 10 room off scuth entry, 13 empty cars
were foand off the track, blowm north. A loaded ogr off track at cater
end of empty trip of cars. Roof fallen and debris blown dom. The
force appegs to have oams_ into %o, 10 room from the scuth.

At 5:10 pe me the party left the mime.

Eay 15,
At 8330 a.m. the following party eantered Ko. 6 mine:
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Chief Henry,
¥r. Paul,

¥r. Bayles,
ur. Komt, [
wi Hollj-w' )
¥r. lulr, )
¥r. dorray )

Di stﬂct mine inspectors.

Proceeding along the main south air courses

(Botet Rooms are turned from the main south and its air
eourse. In these notes the main south refers to the right hand and
its alr oourse to the 17& hand when proceoding or facing scuth.)

On main south air course betwoen rooms 10 and 11 a woodén
door was blown sauth.

Stone stopping betweenthe entries near Room Ko. 11 b/},om east.
Stopring at room 12, mads of brick, O. K. Stopping st room 14 blown
east. The door in the slant at room 16 blown east. Stopping in frout
of room 17 blown wost.

Praps blown out of room No. 17 sgainst the west rib of alr
course. Stopping between rooms 18 and 19 blowmn west.

Boom No. 19. Ooke on rib. Boom not working. Water at the
face. Stoppinz on the sm}j;h side wé.s blown to the north sids. Coke

on props facing east and north.
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Roou No. 20, Loaded car at fece. Props blown toward face.
Ooke on all exposures and roof. A Z-out started om left 30 feet from, -
fece has wuter ut the face and ocke blisters on roof. At the face of

Ve

the room 2 shot holes have explosive cherges and wires protruding, but

Boom ¥o. 21, Ioaded car at face and & cars of loose coal.
Iarge prop blomn against face. Roof blistered. Coke on top of oar.
tne body found here.

om Ho. 22. ?a.ce cleared up; ke on face./_/roof, ribs

and bottome  Body fognd here. In & X-cut 20 feet badk of face on
right a loaded oar was found. OCoke blistere on roof, ribs, car snd bot-
tom.  Ocal messures 8' 5 thiok here. 3 csrloads loose soal at fece
of X~oube

(Boe page B7 for sketoh of rooms, 2&£, 23 anmi 24.)

Boom No. 23,  Loaded ocar 15 feet from face. & carloads loose
cocal daovn'at fsoe. 16 to 20 props blown near fase. 2 miners' caps
foundat face. Coke blisters on roof, coke on fase, ribs, bottom and

aar.
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Room Noe 24, Logded car standing against face. Somo of
tha large coal had fallen from the face on top of the loaded car. A
earload of loose ooal down at the fage.  The right center hole had been
drilled bdbut not charged. OCoke on roof. A plunge battery found ahout
20 feot from the face. OCoko on all exposwres. Gramlar ocks, ogyored
with soot, on floor. Miner's osp fmnd at face. Brattice oloth ate
tached to prop nesr car was charred. 3 sticks of Mo/nobel were found
on left rib about aﬁﬁ;faet from faoe.l__ 4 stioks of the explosive had
burned, leaving parts of }he sharred wreppers on the floor.

Room No. 26,  Oar at face 1/4 losded. Body found on right
rib oppomite car. | & carloeds loose coal at }5@ fece, Many larg/e
props standing. A mmber of props blow towards face. Ooke om all
expoaires and roof. Bodies of 5 men wore found in this ro‘&n, sane
of whom were sapposed to have boen engaged in relinforeing the timbering.
1 Baldwin end 1 Justrige oarbide lasp found on floor nshr oar. Flsek
of carbide found mesr car. Cheok Ro. 499 on shot p;wper wrapper, wrapped
with wire, 30 feet outby loasded car is an enpty car under a heavy
falle The track in this room oppoaite the last X~cut was blown south

and broken up.
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20 feot from entry. Ths loud mnle wae feoing inby and the following
mile was fasing outdy, with the cozmec'éing traqeﬂ around a standing prop.

In a X-cut at the face of Ne. 12\'1,-'00311 at right orpty oar wag
fomd. Looss ocal down st face on right stde. In the loft rib a shot
hole was partially tamped with two wives hamiﬁg’out of same, 2 bod&e#
found at the face of this plese, which was wel from geeping fras roof.
No evidence of heat obsorved. Goke found on roof 20 feet from face of
room No. 12.

Batween roomo 11 amd 12 Shree bog;les were fcound, Numbers 136,
137 am8 138. An empty cer wes fom;i botwaen these rooms, off the trdok,
The stepping in front of rcom 11 had heen blewh east.

Going from room Fo. 10 off 2nd £l

gound on trusk in room Fo. 13. Reel off machins sbout 80 foet fram £80e.
Pace of roan ¥o. 11 elear, not undereut. Bo cosl down. Ogble attashed
to wires.

Timber anl props bloms against the fade of reom No. 10. X~cat
at fage on right driven in 20 feeti loaded car at fage; no leose coal

Gom. Ohook No. 426 found. Fleave glesns? up; gas osp % inch at

face of room, 18 Ynshes from roof,e: .COXe on roof at face and on imby



In the mouth of room Ko. 24 1s a mining maohine on a truck
whioh is off the trask, apparsntly blown scuth. A palley tpmﬁ the
driving end of the msohing had been blown BX to room 26 and up the room
2b feet.

The trask between rooms 24 and 26 was torn up.

(8ee pags 61 for sketoh,)

Procecding to the wost side off the south entryt

Boom Noe 28,  Water sfending at the face. Flace not under-
out; no cosl down. Props blowm oubts Soot on ribs and face« At last
X-gut to right ooke on ribs.

Room Kos 24,  Loaded car at fase. 6 oarleads loose coal
doen. Boot on all exposures near 'taoo. X~out at face to right.

Boom Wo. 88, ot working. Oake on face. x.-aue at fade
to right. A number of falls in this Toome

Boom Fo. 28. Kot working. X-out at face to right. Soot
on 8ll exposires near £aa.

Hos 21,  Not working., Driven up to }lﬂé; cut off at

face. Soot on exposures at face. Heavy fall for 100 feet beck from
il Eoe



face.

Retreated to ropn 19, Main south emtry, and pmceed.eg/to
stopping betwoen roo)az 168 and 19. Stopping at thie poinyblmm o
west a@s&nst rib.  Body of mile fund at mouth of room No. 18.

At mouth of room Bo+ 16,2 dead miles were found, and & Frip
of 19 losded gers extending to within 20 feot of room No. 13.  Oars
6 a‘nl"l upset to east; omne loaded car in ﬁ:gnt of room Ho. 14 turned
over to west, and one loaded cer zerdbs the track, blown towards the
wost. (Be® page 65.) At outby end of loaded trip endgate was bent
inby and debris on bumpers Sf car. A owitch stanl resting sgainst the
oar had been blowa fnty 5O feot.

At mouth of room Eoe 13 & pile of mine props had not been
disturbed.

Proceoding up room 17 of scuth embrys

2.mlas in mouth of room HNo. 17, 10 and 20 feet vespsctively
fran the mouth of the room., Two bodies found here.

The faoe of room Ho. 17 conneots with the first left alr ocourse
wost. large pile of debris blown against west rid of the air sourse.
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¥o sirms of haat. Crew C ha.d‘been at this p;aint.

Track leading from first leit to face y9f reom No. 17 blewn
inby on the air ccurse; that is, the track was blown towards the fase
of firet left alr courso.

fesmd X~cut beyond room No. 17 hpd stone stoprdng blown west,

Pace of 18t left west air course; 20 feet fram face ompty cex
found off the trask. Oar reported to have beem 6ff the tralk prior to
the explosion. A mumber of tissg Qsm banched sgainst thi_ outby side
of the car, thy having been blomn inby. It appears that the track bad
boen tom up in this ewfry, leaving the tles ix; their normal position
prior to the explesfon. At the faco of t/h‘é’enm was staniing water.

16 feot baok from the fecs of the 1st left alr ocuree 1s &
slent X-out fnto the eptry. In this X-out were 2 cars, one Nmpty and

ﬁm other being loadsd with sand and ssveral bags of opment.
of 18t loft ¢ gt. No loose oal down, loaded
ocar s face with 5-ton eleatric motor sftached. Trolley pole Gf movor

haoked down; power ecable attached to motor and loading to the entry.

Ho evidence of heat or disturbance here. 8 bodles reported as having

% o



been found at this point.

Cpposite the br?ale-tshrough tbove n}entionsd was found abox
omtaining 15 datonstore and e Ooll of fuse whioh had the powder burned
out of it. Ome stiox of lonobel was fomnd near the detouators and
goorched ploces 9,: thot pIPore The ocanvas brattice in this pluce hed
beon blown down.

75 feat my; the last x-qrd; coks was found ou props and roof
for a Giotanse oweriyg’ ¢ X-outs from the face. )

3topping in the X-cut just Lzmby No. 19V room wae blow west
sgainst the rib.

Room Hp, 19 off 1st loft wast. Oar at face cue-fourth
loadsd. Ooke gs’e.mla\é on roof and props, blistera of odke on reof 20
feot from faco. A barrel one~half full of water nesr fasaes U stioks
of Monobel end & coll of fusk found. 25 feot back frem fece ia o Xeocub
on right baving ocoke gramles on e W FLb,

Room Hoa 18. {9se page 71 for s&tetch.}_ 2 cars near the
face, the one mearest belng enwty and off the track, the other haviag

beon tamed over on its side, apparently one~half losded, and baving p

check Nao. 473. Body No. 62 ng_ found near these cars. Fagce wad



rwnderout by mackine., “Jo looce coal downe Dne right center hole
drilled bdbut not charged. Ooko on face and on roof.

Boop No, 17, 3 oare loose ocal downj empty caXr off the
track 40 feot baok from face. Btending water,at the face. No sfgus
of heat nesr fase. Ooke grmyes on props 26 feot back {rom feoa.
Oanvas all dowm except 10 feot at the face. Baoks of 4 detomsators
found negr empty car.

Boom Xo. 16, Losded ¢ar at face. Ohalk merks 'Qn CAY =-
"3 - 5/15/14, 4106 g, m« K. D. Ju", indioating that orew ¢ had bean et
this point. wnde party was mokilig investigations an undisoovered
body was found on the right »id 20 fegt froa the faco of room, lylug on
#a0s, besd towards the face of the room. Chack No. £70. Ko evifemos
of heat et f£z08. Hsavy fall of roef f}fﬁ £0 feet back of face .for 60
feat, 76 feot from £sa’? gramlsx oos on acrth xriv. Ties at this
point had been blown t¥wards the face.

Boom M. 18, - Psce cleansd up. Hole in left center and
right of canter, 4' 6" snd 9( | respectively. / Trackmen's rail bar ‘on
rajil. ZX.out started on left. ©Boot on prope.
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Roow Wo. 14, Loaded car at face. 2 cars ioose coal &b
fase. No evidenoce of heat at face. 30 fect baok fran face ooke
(splotches?) -
8plaghgs on roof and on pxops. Water in room 55 feet Lusx from face.

Rocm Noa. 13, Faoe aleaned up. HNo evldence o7 heat.
Heovy fzll a1l width of room within 10 fest of fage sl 60 fevt Dacks
Odor of decaying flesh apparent in thls raom; probably & body wader
the fall.

Roam No. 12. Losded 0/1 15 feet from fece. Bad roef

snd falls in room, soume 156 fe}«hia’".

Room No, 11, Loaded cay et fsce. Cne-hsl{ carload loose

coal down at face. Weter at face. Yo evideace of heat. OUsnvas
all dowm, some of which is burned io a cri;p. Gas bubbling'qut of
floor at last Xecut to right.
Room Yoo 18. Machine at face; had unde/:;éut the left fade.
- track -
Machine had beer withdrawn; resting in a pool of water. Maahinaa;‘oa.ck
shout 25 fest with its reol det;oysd. 2 split props near machine

truck had splinfers desidedly charred. Tho track opposite the lagt

break~-through on right had been dblown towards the left rib and the
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floor in the X-out had been swopt clean in one section. (See page 77

for sketoh.)

On the let left west eniry between rooms 10 and 11 stopping

was blown to west rid of entry.

Encountered water from rooms 8 to §, necessitating detour

through rooms 8 to b«

Boom Fo. B, 10 empty ca.ia stanling in the mouth of m.
(See subsequemt notes for full details.)

On let left entry wost just beyond room 5 an empty oar Was
found turnsd upgld.e down in the X-cut near vne riv of the entry.

My camp out of mine at 12 noon for lunch.

Following party reentered the shaft at 2130 p« ma?

Benry,

Panl

Bayles,

Xent,

Je M. Olark (agent of the landlord),
Cobb, )

)
Rolliday, ) District mine inspestora.
) _
Marray )

J «KJ.Anderson, mining engineer, temporarily
emnloved by the State Hining Depaptfient .

Proceeding alongd main westnéntry between lst aml 2nd right:

s Bea



The overcadt was partiaslly wrocked by

and left off main west: On parting in Znd left west a
wrock of 22 cars almost alogs the entry, 1ea'f‘ing only #pace enough to
orawl over. The parting extends up to Fo. 2 P OO

Stoppings on entry betweon rooms 2 ani 3 sre O. K« Stopping
in fromt of No. 4 room 0JK. Stopping in front of No. 8 room also 0.K.
Water found on entry from room & to pointe inby, being 2 feet dsep at
room 8 and increasing in depth geing inbdby.

Room No. 8  Indy of room meok we found 5 stboks of Ebixobe-l,
a box of 16 dstenato::s,‘ £ o1l lamps, check No. 607, one cgil of fuse.
Losded car at faces Socme loose coal down. Water in face. Ko evie
dence of lieat. Things in apparent normsl conditicn. Canvas up.
Miner's coat hanging on prep. ;l;elloose coel. Gas cap ind.ioa*.-zgd a8t
face. Fuse and caps in hole in right rib. One stick Honobel in sep-
arate hole along right r’l{ .

Room ¥p. 7, Loaded gar at face. Some loose coal down.

No gas cap indieated/near face. Brattice cloth within 8 feet of face.

Fo disturbance; spparently normal conditions.
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00 Foe 64 Fot working. Pull of water.

e T e R e e it

E

0e BY_ 6 miners' caps found 25 feet inside of room.
Canvas ocurtain within 15 fest of face. Water st face. A water pipe
loading ¢rom tuls pocl of water evidently to mamp or syphon. No gas
indloated. 4 stickn of Whobel ond 16 ¢:»s found slong right rib.
40 feel badk fron face is Xeaut intp No. Mroom.

Roon Ho. 4. Comploted. Track out of last 75 feet. OCurtain
still up.

Room o« 3. Pinigheod; txeck out.
. I’

¢

Room Hg.bz/. . Finiehed; no disturbence.

s /

Room ¥o. 1, Loadeg osr at face./ Undiscovered boﬁ of man

found by our party lying on fsce by s shovel, 't}btween e partially

loaded cer and fuce of room. Gheok No. m'an cz¥. From the poaitiom
p

of the Yody {t would eppesr that the man was engaged in shoveling aoal

vhen the explosion ocourred snd that he ghrew himself on his face end

never arose. Canvas in the rom in oondition/_ up to the middle &f the

oar; no disturbance. 8 stiocks of Monobel, roll of fuse snd roll of

shot paper on right rib 60 feet back from face.
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Tmon reSreating Trom Pocon Moo 1 the party .ass~d throush s
short X=ocut to the rmain went alr couree smd proce-ded wostward on the
8ir course At the 3d left weet the regulatbr cn the 2ir course of the
nein wost laft wag found O+ K&

zhird leiv wesu: sroceeding op 34 wast left eatry, the

stop.ing in st 1ot wee blown wess. Thopriag 1w second Z-cut had
hole Licwm in 1% ewsl{, tnint Z-cab ledd viown west; Tourth Xecub left
blown wess. Waler ®roa Mo. B roon $0 To. 8 romm, vhare 1t is up to
top of boots,

foum Mol 5. Pull of water. Coke bllis%ers on roof at

mouth of room.
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Jur-B5  7/1/14

Book 2, page 87.

Room 4 - coke on roof ;fom mouth to within 6 ft. of face.

Room driven 30 ft. Canvaa,blbwn down.

Room Svf No coal down. Ooke from firet cross cat to 20 ft. of
face on roof. Canvas all d¥wn.

Room 2 fiﬂished - tas cap iggicated 10 ft. from face. Cut through
at face to right started. Ko looai coal. vanvas all down. @ater stand-
ing along most of rcom except at face. Coke on right rib at last open
breax through to rfény.

Room 1 - Face 8 ft. wide undercut on bench. 10 bushels of loose
coal cuttings at face. BEmpty car 15 ft. back of face. Sqot on ribs.

Coke slisters on Tib 40 ft. back {rom face. Tops of posts &t cross cut
have coked. Props in front of last oross cut have coked on south exposure.

Blind driven off Jo. 1 room going north hss all but 6 ft. of
canvas down. 20 ft. back from the face of tne blind room is blistered

/

to its mouth. Face driven in 60 ft.

-1-
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rroceeding up nain west alr couarse to 4 ft. west alf stopoings
between 3rd and 4th left on ma;n west appear to be blown sputh. (see sub-
saquent notes for conflimmation).

Fourth loft/pntry not working. Heavy falls neur Qonth. 2id
not go into fourth left.

Stopping in first cross cut inby 4th left blown socuth. Second
stopping inby 4th ieft blown so¥fh (?)

Yater at fooe of\mafn wagt left ailr course.

F&cg of main west Batry, water extending from face 46 ft. back.
Ko coal down.

Fourth right off main west roof blistered. Ho gus oap indicated.
Coke on the ribs. Ho canvas in evidenoce.

Main west ontry between old 4th right and new 4th right is cov-
ered with small shale hiding the track between these ﬁglnts. en have been
engaged in brusihing the roof.

dnin west rignt air course - pool of water from face to last

ocross cut.

3



On main west entry inby o.d fourta left,/a m&chine and car of
ties and a water box on track, the macnine being furtherest inby.

lOld fourth right abandoned, waster at face. No heat or distur-
bance in evidence.

014 fourth right air course, woter at the face. The water
appaersntly had been blown out by the force and had run back towsrds the
face leaving gullies on the pavement.

All stoppings on main west right sir course blown scuth oa to
the main west eatry between 3rd and 4th rights.

Third right stopping between 3rd right and 3rd right air course,

Y
at main west air course, blown east (?) ( /&LL Qjé*jZL\ )

;aoa of 3rd right, water at face. Gas feeder; at face meking
a noise. Ties blown toward face. " Ho neat in evidence at face.

Room 12, 10 ft. deep. Coke granules on face.

Beotween roo&s 11 and 12 ties on tne track.

Room 11 is driven in 10 ft. ‘Vater at face. Slight coke on ribs

with some scot.
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ian No. 1060 found in entry at cross cgt to air course..

Face of 3rd right air course, water fqr 756 ft. .as feeders
making noise in water.

Haulage slant near face, the track lifted by a tie driven under
the track¢ ties from south-west direction.

Hoom 10 full of water, extend;ng on entry 4uU ft. FKoom driven in
12 f¢t.

Botween rooms 9 and lU:/atopping blown scuth and to 3 right.

Room 9 driven 15 ft. Ehll of water. Znd of trolley intaot; soot
here.

Room 8, slight coke on ribs aud soot at face. Place 8 ft. deep
full of water.

Between rcome 7 and 8, stopping blown scuth-west against room
of 3rd right entry.

hoom 7 in 20 ft. coke biisvers from mouth to 5 ft. of face and
on ribs near roof. Ro9m full of water, canvas all up.

Foom 6 driven in 70 ft. Coke and carbon on loft rib at last

e
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oross ocut to left./'One—quarter cir loose coal «t face; sxplosives box
at left rio ohar}aﬁ.
Room 5, lest oross cut to rlgh&}coked, prope coked, ribs coked

from floor up to 3 ft. of face. Face clean up.

7/

Boom 4 clea§ up at face; coke and scot on face.

Room 3 clean up =t face. Loadaed car 2b ft. from ;ace under a
heavy fall; coke on roof 10 ft. from face and on ribs. ULast cross cut
from room 3 to roo& 2 coked on ribs.

Room 2, cosl down at face and partly loaded out. Coke blisters
on roof 10 ft. from face. .eft rib at cross cut coked. Heavy fall of rcof
60 ft. from faoce.

Koom 1, bad fall anq dangerous rcof for 6V ft. at last cross out.

On parting on oin west entry Just inby second left on the double
parting, is looated & 10 ton motor and 32 oars part loaded and part ?mpty,
being Jjammed in such & munner as F? close tihe entry, making it difficult to
olimb through the wreokage. 7A Bmaf;,motor on empty track, cars jammed

near upper end agaie;& left or south rib. Yorce spparently coming ocut

of the entry.
B



Ceccnd rignt off main west just insice second right, 4 empty
ocars wreoked, three of wiich turned over.

First stopping on right bullt of stone. 4 part of the stop-
ving, or the ccal on the rib near the stopping had been blown south,
otherwiese the stop ing was not broken.

Betwean rooms 1 and ?, 4 loaded cars on track.

Between rooms 3 and 4 stop:ing blown to the west.

Between rooms 6 and 7, stop-ings blown to the west.

In moutn of roo% 7 are 6 empty cars off the track, twofbeing
on their side, blown inby.

Stopping at room 8 blowq/%est.

Stopping of rooms 9 and 1V blown 7pat.

Loaded car on entry atmouth of #10 room upder a fall of roof.

Three loaded cars on entry at mouth of lo, 13 room.

Face of second right has water for 25 ft. from face. Calvase is

up for 4V ft. GCoke on ribs at lsst ocross cut.

Alr ovurse at seccnd right full of water nt face, oxteanding back

for 100 ft.
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Koom 13 off Beccni/(ight alr ocurse water in rcom, motor aad two
loaded cars in mouth of ;oom; nomsl conditions; room is in 26 ft.

" Room 12 off second right air course. A cross cut started on the
right has a sack off right ridv oontaining 26 sticks of ionobel and coil of
fuse. Hearby the sack was & box ccntaining 6 detcnator caps;,/Boom is
driven in 6O ft.; mining machine &t entrance of room off the treck full
of water.

On alr course in front ¢f room 13, ocked Qn west rib and on
outby slide of prop.

On air course just autby room 12, coked on rib axpoaﬁre to north.

Boog 14 off second right eantry driven in 4U ft. Canvas all up.
Face oclean up; no nest in evicence.

Room 13, face clesn up; wéiar st face. Canvas down for 30 ft.
at entrance. Canvas up most of way to within 10 ft. of face. Ho heat in
evidence in room. Box 20 ft. inside of room bhéd 5 sticks of tionobel
burned lsaving parts of wragpé}s. fioll of shot paper nartly burned in

same box. Coke on ribs 20 ft. up room.

-
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Hoom 12, face undercut by miciiine. Car at fﬁ;o lozded witn
bug dust; debrey against face; no aeut in evidenqe at fuce, canvus w:thin
15 ft. of face. Canvas at mouth of ruom down “for 30 ft. Water at left
face; side coked. Blisters at mouth for 2. ft.

doom 11, fzce clean up; louded car at face; watgr at face;
coke on roof for 20 ft. back from fuce. 30 ft. from face cross cut started
to right has cer taree-quarters loaded. Coke on ribs In coross cut wnich

is driven in U ft. {94)



Jep-el-7/7/14

Book 2' page 94.

Coke on top of props &t mouth of X-ocut facing outby.

Boom Hos 10.  Face oleanad up; & little water'at face. Ko
heat in ovidencesat face. Fall of roof 30 fesl from face., Cauves all
down. 40 feot from face coke granulea"on outby sides of mrops.

Boom Nos §. Heavy fall at last X-ou¥ to right. Face had
been shoti large lumps of coal down to Tight of cemter. Ooke on inby
props 10 fest from face. Heavy falls in thid room, some of whish ooscurred
prior to explosion, there being énat on tép of falle. Props blown to the
east about 30 feat inslde ot room, and 4 ‘prop?, blown out of room $¢o esst
stde of 2nd right.  L.out started 80 feot frgm fece on right rib and
driven in 20 feot. Oocke on ribs at mouth of X-out apd on mofv of xoonm
in front of X-out.

In thoAx-oizt betwesn rooms 10 aut 11 ¢ sticks of lonobel and
3 detonators were found.

Boom Bo. 8. Car at Tace half lgaded. Coke on ribs near

fase. Heavy fall for 150 fe_et beok from face.
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Room Noe 7. Workted out; heavy fd ls iﬁ#&ce.

m No. 6.  Worked out; heavy falls &§ face. Going out

e on 18by rib exposures.

Party cams out of mine at 6115 p. m., MHay 18.
At 8105 ps m, desconded No. b shaft at Sewell seam to go to
Fos 6 alaft buat encountered water on the north emtyry and returnsd to

surface at 8;8'?) Pe Me

At the Sewell landing in Fo. 6 shaft the timberas are covered

with rud on the west exposures.

At 8140 &8« n¢ the following party desoended No. 6 shaft:

Orief Homry
Bolltdsy )
Lambert )
Cobd )
Carver )
Blenkinsopp)
Mir }

Mining Engineer Anderson,
B. ¥. Koxtt :

Thomas Donalson

William Gillie

Jde We Paul

Inspectors

Visited the motor pit near shaft bottom where the bodfes of

three mon had been fom:d. suffocated, they being the superintendent,
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the electrician, and

Visited a point on the marway east of the shaft where the
bodies of two men were found, a father and son. One partially-
consumed minem cap and two carbide lamps were found at the point
where the bodies hai been found. The bLumed oasp explains the turning on
the face of the elder of the two men, the cap evidently having taken
fire from the flame of the cerbide lamp, The man's £a0s was burned
and part of his left ear consumed. |

The perty ascended to surfa.ce/;%-ie':w a. me Inspoctors
Blankinsopp, Lembert, Superintendent Kent and J. W. Paul descended Eo.
5 shaft.

Bacond Bight off Main West. Door timbe:;s at mouth blown
30 feet inby to first X-out to right. Bupty car standing orosswise
of track in tn?'xt of first X--gn.t to right. Pleces of door anl hinge
st this point. (Bee sketoh No. page 88.)

On the main west the first X-cut inby first right is blown
to the north. The second and third X-cuts are intast. Ths 4th X-cut
has stopping blowﬁ north and to the west. (See pages 84 asnd 82 for

sketoh first right off main west. )
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The first\ast hanlage near No. 6 shaft had motor, 11 loaded
cars and a water cargabout 15 feot outb;r the motor was found the motor-
man lying on the track. The east end of the water car wae caved in by
a force aoting from the eaat.

Stable on the maimgfiorth centained 18 stells, mde of corru-
gated iron supported on wooden timbers. A mamber of portions of the
stalls wore detached by a \6roe acting northward anl at the north en~
trance three of the portions had besn blown'aogtm'ard. A steel wheel~
barrow had béen blown against offset at the north end by a force soting
northward. {Bee eketoh pege 804}

Fos 1 room 18 driven through to the first right airﬁaqurse,
and hss a number of'heavy falls.

' Room Mo. 2 1s gallen 1fs entire length with the exception of

nesr {ts entrance. Props in these rooms wedd bdlown towerds the mouths.

(See sketch Bo« s page 78.)
Mo 914,
Bottom of Ho. 6 shaft, golng west.  The first seven collars
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were blown down and props cantj;sdﬁomrda the shaft. The next 7 collars
O« Ko Oollar Foe. 8 at first south; prop was canted towards shaft, the
collay remaining in its original position.-i

4t seoomd E~cut to left, prop blown north on to loaded oar,
Jollar down and resting on loaled oars moved outby.

Botweon second and third X-outs 2 sets of th blewm down,
epparently moved egstwardly.

At 34 X-out (alent) f}x’e trolley is O« K. in a trough; timber
in thig slant not disturbed.

The loaded track on the south is full of loaded cars; the
loaded track on the north one-half full of losded cars.

Wolf safety lamp Ko, 70 was reported to have been found in the
first X-out west of aha.ft.on lefts

(Pages 72 and 74, sketch of main west haulage and aly course
in vicinity of Ko. 6 ehatt.)

(¥aIn east entries -- See pegos 68-T0 for skotch.)

Ocmpletion of notes in Book 2.



Book No. 3.

The notes in this book are largely sketches and wherein
these confllct with previcue notes they should be given precedende.

The mules, of which there were 17 killed, shortly after being
located were troated with ohloride of lime and & lurfe camves plased
over sach on which was poured a solution of chloride of lime dissolved
in water. To remove the carcasses of mles it was necessary that they
be transported ower £slls snd much wreckage, aml to expedite getting
them out prior to clesuing up the mine Dan Chune, & o¢lored man, vas
enployed &t $25 per hesdjto yemove them. large baxes were m, sut-
fioient to hold two mules. each, and teken inte the mine, Chsne with
hie ercw.ot men dismembered the males with clavers and knives, éutting
them into fragments, which pemitted their trassportation on stretchers
to the mmle boxess The first mules were brought out the aftermoon of |
May 21.

Moy 22, 1914,

Rarly in the morning wopanen reached the bottem of No. 6 shaft
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be'i;_ween the Sewell and Becpfaiy geams. The work of cleaning up this
shaft hed ocoupied 3 days and 2 nights of elmogt contimions labor. The
woricnan descended in & buckst from the surfase to No. 6 shaft, using
an enxiliery hoist engine, &d by means of & geparate rope controlled by
& separate pony hoist the wreckage wes dislodged. It wss reported onm
this day by Dr. Roller that on My 16 a man died at the MxEondree hog-
pitel, who had his skull injured in ¥o. 6 shaft, making tho total loss
161.

On Hay 23 there were £ bodies stilil remaining in Fo. 6 shaft
which had not been found.

Taree oars of oosl from No. § sheft, which were in the mine
at the time of the explosion, hal besn raised to the surfsce ant plaoed

in sacks preparatory to shipping to the experimental mine gt Bruceton.

June 23.
The following statement was obtained from iir. Honsohs

Oar 7 was at Matoaka, W. Va., on the track of the Norfolk &
Wostern Railway on April 28, whean at 3 p. m. he raceived word from the
Virginian agent that an explosion had oscurred at Eccles, anl was sdvised
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by the ageut that in thirty-five minutes he would nave an engine to take
Car 7 ﬁo Eccles. Henson arranged with the Norfolk & Western to transfer
the car to the Virginian Railway, and shortly afterward a worktrain
picked up the car and hauied it to Eecles, arriving at 6 p. me All men
in Nos 6 shaft hed been accounted for and all live men and three dead
men removed. Smoke was coming out of ¥o. 5 shaft,but none out of Mo,
6 shaft. ilen were engaged in =n effort to remove an exvlosion door
from the funuel of Mo. 5 fan, and then later covered the ton of ¥o. 5
shaft with T-rails, olenk, canvas and samd.

At 9:15 p. m. the fan had started as an exhaust and the men
descended No. 6 shaft and removed the remeining 5 dead bodies.

Work of establishing the veuntilation appears to have ovroceeded
slowly without definite plans for several hours following the explosion.
Sometime on the forenoon of April 29 an air lock was started under con—~

struction at the top of No. 5 shaft and conpleted about noon. Aan effort

-

was made by the engineer to hoist the loaded cage in Mo. 5 shaft but he
was unable to dislodge it until he had available 140 1bs. steam opressure.

After being dislodged the cage was raised and then lowered to a point
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below the Sewell seam to ascertain if it hal clear passage. The
loaded caxr was taken off and the first inspection crew started down
the shaft at 1.10 p. m.

Dr. R. D. Roller, Jr., stated that by 5 p. mes April 28 before
Car 7 arrived all the live and injured men were taken out of 116. 6 shaft,
and that he did not find any men who needed artificial resPira’qion.
Those who were affected by the after-damp in Ho. 6 shaft revived by
breathing normal air.

At 3:20 p. m, Faul left Eccles for Pittsburgh via Charleston.

N

Car 7 plenned to leave on ilay 25 for Bluefield.
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