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TO MEMBERS OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY DtVISION: 

SUBJECT: Gas explosion, Harman 
Branch Air Shaft--Olga 
No. 2 mine, Caretta, 
West Virginia 

A gas explosion occurred about 5:30 p.m., Thursday, June 26, 
1952, in the Harman Branch partially completed new air shaft of the 
Olga No. 2 mine, Olga Coal Company, Caretta, McDowell County, West 
Virginia. Four of the five men working in the shaft at the time of the 
explosion died from burns, inhalation of poisonous gases, and exposure. 
The fifth man was burned seriously. 

The explosion occurred in a partially completed air shaft 
·which was being sunk to serve the Olga No. 2 mine. Only five men were 
in the shaft at the time of the explosion. The normal inside shaft.
construction crew consisted of seven men, but two of the crew were .on 
the surface. The rescue work, led by company officials and employees, 
was completed within 10 minutes after the explosion. 

The Harman Branch air-shaft sinking operations were started 
in June 1951 and had reached a depth of 529 feet when the explosion 
occurredo The coal bed that is to be intersected lies at a depth of 
810 feet at the location of the shaft~ The shaft is circular and has 
a diameter of 20o5 feet. Prior to the construction of the !1u;:;-man Branch 
air shaft, a pilot hole 6 inches in diameter was drilled for drainage 
from the surface o Since the blowing system of ventilation is used .in 
the Olgt1. Noo 2 .. dne., this pilot hole when it was open served as a return 
airway to the surface and was an aid to ventilation and blasting in the 
shaft. Titt:} return air in No. 6 heading 4 north that entered the pilot 
hole contained approximately 0.70 to 0.76 percent methane. However, 
when the rock in the shaft was blasted, the pilot hole became filled 
with loose rock. · 

Ventilation in the Harman Bran~h air shaft was accomplished by 
means of a high--pressure blower fan of 4,600-cubic-feet-of-air-.a-minute 
capacity. rhe fan was equipped with a 12-inch fabric tubing, but, at the 
time of the explosion, the fan was not operating. The fan had been 
shut down for about an hour previous to the explosion. 
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Tests for pas vcro ,nadc occnsion.ally with a -permiss:i.blo flam0 
safot7 J.anp j_n the air s'rnft and , as was lGtectcd at t::1G bottom of the 
ai:c shaft at the ,~ilot hole; '.~owcvcr, tests for r.:as wo .~e not mn.do on 
,Tune: 26 nrior to tho cxDlosion an.d thcro was no .flrnnc sa:C'cty l2;nr, in 
t:10 shaf'li at the time of the OX'.1].0si.on. 

'f)1u fivo rn.on w;io were cmcr{'.Qd in rom'.">ving a platform to make 
nroparation for mucking were 27 feet from the bottom of the shaft. 
·11011 the -.:-ilatform was romovod, three mon 0ntorod tho buckot to bo lowered 
to the bottom of the shaft. 1-Jhilo t:10 bucket wrs suspended about 27 
.foot above the s!1aft bottom, two mc•.1 rcm::i.inod on tho small 1:-,latform 
1llich we.s also about 27 feet above tlv, bottom of tho shaft. The 
olnctric light.s whicll wero about 20 foot above thr bucket and pLd:,form 
wore lowered; one of the mon who was standi.nc on the platform was gui.dinr 
tho cn.ble, and tho other nl'ln was doine tho signalling. ':TI1,m tho clc6tric 
1i::,hts roac11sd tho location wlrnrc the l::i.rc;o platform had been removed, 
the ex,-;los ion occurred. 

T'1e nxplosion occurred about 27 feet from the bottom of tho 
shaft. Accordi'1f to at least t 'r,::cc of t:1e :Ln.jurod omr.,loyecs, tho ras 
was irnitcd 0:Lthor by one of t·io lir:ht bulbs burstin[:'. or by a clofcct1ve 
lirht socket wit.11 ::iaro spots in the ,;-1:i.rinr. causin' a spark or an arc. 
After their rescue, t'1e injured p:.)rsons wore walking around on tho surface 
ar.parontl1 not too sra:riously injur::id. 

fJ:.,C0:;1,TIZNDATIONS 

1. 'f'1c fan sho1.1.ld 1:.v:J opGratcd continuously oxc,mt w!Km the 
sha•·t is s'1Ut doim vit'1 all men on the su;_~faco. In suc~1 r:.;vcnt, ::i.ftcr 
t:_1.e f,1.11 11.~.s ~Jeon startod, tile s!.10.ft shou_ld t,c o~{.;en.inod for pas a.Yld otl1or 
'Ja:-:.0,r,:ls ,<J.'1.d me.:io safe before men, ot'1e:r than tho examiners, :Jro ncL11ittod 
in tho i:-;'1aft. 

2. :?ror,uent inspections for methane s:1ould be :1i:1do in thG 
shaft ,~:urinr: cac'1 workin, -'3hift. 

3. Open Gloctric i:.icandcscont lamrs shonld 11ot be used .for 
illnmination in tho shaft, unlcs,s t icy arc of tho ·approved typo. 

4. A fire boss should makn m1 examination of this sh"lft bu.fore 
other non arc pc nni ttud to enter and his f indinr should be re co rdod. 

r:'., T11c fo:ccmcm s'wulc. have curtificatos of comrct(_,ncy :J ss.uod 
~)Y tho 1!ost Virginia Department of m .. nos, 

6. Th.o vent tubinr should be oxtondod at J.cast .~ feet of 
the botto,:1 of t'to shaft. 
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?. All workmen and oth0r persons in the shaft should use only 
r,crmis:3iblc electric c,1p lo:mps for nortablo illumination. 

This informntion is .t'ro·m t;ic full report by 

.3 

E. E. 0uonon 
,John Zol(_;Skey 
T. c. Hir,gins 



COAL FATALITY 
McDOWELL COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

OLGA COAL CO. 
OLGA #2-#05333 
JUNE 26, 1952 

Mr. Fred A. Campbell, Virgil H. Christian, Ulyasus c. Dash and Paul 
Thompson were killed in a underground explosion accident. They died 
June 26, 1952 at 5:30 p.m. Mr. Campbell is survived by a widow and 
4 children. Mr. Christian is survived by a widow and 7 children. 
Mr. Dash is survived by a widow and 5 children. Mr. Thompson is 
survived by a widow and 1 child. 
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