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It vaa ••14.-i \hat tll1• cUsaattr waa •• to ta• aeei4enttll 

4etouaUoll ot a:,prosiaat•l1 65() -poua4• of QJ>loeh· .. oon\ata .. 1a a 

eoutnc bos tn wh1oh th• oar~oA f1lle4 oar\rlqe aok1 "91"• betac 

ta\u,,alt4 wt,h llquit ex1,.a. 

1, -· i11pOH1'bl• ,o hteN1A• \ht oau•• of tlle tetOMUoa 

ot the explo•1Tea •• all ff14enee vaa 4e•troya4 bt th• blae\ and all 

ot '\he aplor• .. a.\ U1• pla.nt vu• killed. A an.alter of poeatbl• am••• 

aocl4eatal 1pt\1oa of \he ezploai••• ,7 & aatob or c1pre\te, •• 

'fh• Yi«•lt\7 •i•• 11 looa\e4 ~,out 5 all•• w••fOf 
~1•, Perr,. Ooun.t,. llllao1,, aa4 le ••rYe4 \7 \he llltaot.1 

Oent~al aa4 M1ae0\ll"i~Pao1fle ra1lroa4t. 

ft• •t•e is ontd. ••4 optratet \7 I~ Vat \ti ~•olrlo Coal 

Coap&n7. w1\h M1a offl••• at )07 J. Michigan A••••• Ohiaaao. llllaoia. 

!he otf1o1ale ot \he Oo11pU7 ar• as follovat 

touh lla.re/} .... . Ohatnaa of •h• Joar4 ........ Ohioa,o, 111. 
1raek lolbe ...... ,rea1hn, ...................• Ch1oa,o, 111. 
W.. Moa•~ ........ ,1ee Pr•114•nt, in obar,e .••• Ohtoaeo, Ill. 

of operaUo••· 
~rie I.aurell ••..• Mine hJ,er1utn4et •••••••... Du.~oin, 111. 

aa ffer ... 411117 01a~ut. •t 7000 \oaa 1• pi-odueet. 

2 



Coal l■A 

'?h• 1'14elU7 aln• 1• opera.'1•& 111. tlle JhaaHr 6 Je4. of •k• 
llllaota S•r1•• wllioh 1• a,prorlaa\elf 6 ft. la thtokae•• aat 11•• 

a\ u. •••r..,_ 4.eptb of 55 ft. 

the O'.f'ffbvln 00•11 •i• ot approx1-.,e17 30 f ••t of 8\U"faoe 

01&7, 1.li f••t of ll••don.e, u4 11 t~t ot ahal•. 

'lh• eoal 1• ua4•rlaia vitb flr• olay. 

hihqd. of Ml•!Y 

Th• coal at th• 114•11\7 111M 1• r•coYere4 \7 atrlppl•I 

••thoda. !Ile o••rlNrdn la r•oYe4 after blaatla1b1 •••• ot 

eleotrtcal.l1•GJ>•7•\•4 thO't'el• tat hff• 4ipJera of 26 C'Gbio p,!"4■ 1 

eapae1,,. The ooal ia loaded bT aeana ot 1l••trtoall7-op•r&t•4 akoY•l• 

of a oe.paett7 of about 5 nble J'lll"4■• 'two drip pt~• 11N ta OJ)O&Uoa. 

Alto&\ Mlf th• 4a1.1F coal •o•aac• ••••• tr•-·- pt.t. 

:Both th• a\rlntac ant ooel •••1• are aou,el ~• oaterplllar 

trae\ora aaA are operated wllh 4ho-Yelt al\•~aatina ftl'T•at. •18etrie 

ou:rreat tor \he •hOT•l• n4 o'1:aff eqrilyaent 11 eonTeye4 to the l'i' ._7 

Nb~•r ahea\he4 J-ooako\er \ralliac oAbl••· 

~ 

the eoal f7oa one p1\ le h•l•4 to the ,r-.pan.\toA J)l&nt la 

4rop 'boUoa, a,nur4 pap cue. •1' ., ... loeoaoU••· J'rea th• otker 

pi\ it 1• hauled. \o th• pr-,,araUoa plu\ la \nUer-,n• ••• ,ruoka 

o~ 25 \on• oapaet,T. 
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fh• lplodoa 

At lh• ti•• of th• explo•loa th•r• •• a soaklDC \ox oa 

\h• ao&l•• aad \he aoaktac \ta• wa• a\oul e011pl•,.._ •• lh• IJ'U.Ot 

tr1Y-1" vaa oi,. hi• w.1 to \he plaat \o plck up the '11oz n4 na 0D11 

abCM\ 6oo f••' 41atu\ whea \he •spleetoa ooca.rre4. 

Ia &441\ioa to tk• box oa the •••l•• there wa.1 uoth•r 1A 

th• aQaklAC ~on vh1oh ha4 \eea paoked wi\h oartr14pa r..,47 to be 

aoake4. 

On th• ■oru1nc Gf \he esplo11oa • Rl>Pl7 of ou\oa cu\rl~• 

-vaa betnc UAloa4e4 fro• a ~ox oat'. which h&4 \eea place& Oft th• t141q 

actJM•nt \o th• plant, at\4 ,,ore4 1a the OYffh ... 4 l•tt. !Ma va• 'belac 

toa• ~7 tlD"•• labor•• wllo were no\ or41narllf -,loy•t at th• plaa,. 

Ia &441t1oa, \h•r• wr• ,wo ea7peatera vorldac at \h• leattac •a\s,aaoe 

•• •h• ■Mkla, rooa. aakln1 preparaUosat ,o "iuild. • oaao:,1 a'bo•• tbh 

o\nnee. Oae ot th• oarpaultta vat on a 1&44.r an4 tu oth• wa, staadlDC 

on the croua4 a\ 1te too\, holdta, 1,. 

1or 10•• cta71 prior to th• a:ploa1oa a painter ha4 \e•a ••

p,-4 bi paintiac th• plot; 1Al1l4lac u4 e¢'d.p■ent. Shortly \ef ere 

t!l• es:plodoa he ha4 l•tt th• pl.ant te &•ta aev paia\ lwulll. 

Uaqu••t1oaabl7. \h• soatlacbox ot ezplo•l••• oa the pla\tor• 

••l•• esploda4. 411 that •oul.4 'b• foul •f the us, hud tnok. el' 

plattor■ toal••• •• one ot \he rull\er-Ured. wheel• &t 'h• \nok. .4 

crater urked the location ot \he •oal••• Allot the ateel ••b•r• 

ot \he ,tmotv• at the eoaklnc noa ea4 v•r• blow •w.J'· loae \tent 

u4 tvla\el \ ... , ba4 '••• blow aoae 41,tanoe. 
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So•• pa•on• 41eeout th1• P•••1)1ll\7, olal■ln• that t~• 

•nclaeer 1n ch&rc• ot tile i,lant wt TttrT ttJ'let. aboa• ••' peraitUac 

IIIOld.aa at the plant, aad. \hat, ta a441Uoa. the •• han4ltng \he 

oal'bOa auk■ wuld \e unl1kel7 to •IIOlr• 'beeau■• of the f"aot that 

their hand■ an4 potelbl7 their reeptra.to~T pa•••«-• nre ooTere4 

vi th e&J")Oll 'blaok. la ulo&41~ ..... ,orinc 41l• OIIHOll ••ek• 1 t 

•• n•o••9U"Y tor the•e ••• to valk into tn• toakine rooa ua to•• 

th• ,rp throup aa openins in the fl(tOJ' of \he lot\ to a•• who 

•• etaokt.nc '\~ea ...,-. Had. on.• ot \h•e• aea a\\apte4 'lo tllOU 

h• woul.cl ha•• \eeu in oloae prona1 tr to th• aoakinc 'box. 

•• a turtheP ••••• ~or tteocnmttac •~• i,et•i\tll\J et 

•oklac haYlq eau.Hl tb• eaploeloa 1, 1• olat••· Uial th• 114 ,. 

•ll• ■oaklas \ox eo.••4 .,,_. the 'Ms oeept for a eran al ... at4e w 

u>ce room f•r tbe lltld.4 ei:, .. a pt.p•. W.veffl"t a ff&e1r \W laollee 

wlct. vo1114 ~• larc• aou&ll tei- • ollll'•••• to tall thff'qtt. 

ftll• 1 t -, ~• tn• \Ju.t the ••ll••- •• ••rte\ altft• 

... Jd••• nt, he va• ta aaetllv p_.t ot th• 'Pl••• at eoult. aoi 

w.\eh aplor••• •• th• eNld.aa l"••• •4. la a441H••• wllu •t•1'1q 

aa toX plu.' al aaotb•r ata• attoot two y•r• .,. tt •• aoUoet lat 

•oltlac •• , ... 1 ,,_, ta the •OIIJP•••_. ocl of \he plaat aat th• .... 

eon4ltlona-, haTe exte\e4 her•••• \he ~epla\toae not •err rlctUJ' 

.. :teroel. 

lwer•l •tkaP po1•1b1ll\le■ vllieh •lcht haYe tt•• r•"l'on•t\le 

for tht• •JtJ>le•ioa ••• beea n,rrtJ•te4. wbrleaal• ••tta1 lato the 
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ll'l\114 ox1c•n 111ch\ in.or••• cr••tl7, th• ••nclttTU7 of the esplOeiTe. 

Oae prod.uc•r of liquid oqpR now re-41a\1ll• lh• oz;rcea to prnent jue\ 

euah u oo«nl!'l'enoe. Paint ptUll& on. AllJ' of the cartrid.-• 'befoJ>e aoaklllC 

elCht have a t1milar etteot, and. •• thq ..,.,.. palatine at the t1••• $Ilia 

ta. ot GOU!"H, a :po••1b1l1t1'. Aleo, an ac0\11Mlation of t'iae oarboa la 

the ltoOo• of the souiq box a1,;ht beoome extremelJ •••itlv•~ lt 1• 

\he praotio• to clean the 1oakinc box•• at the en4 ot the •••k an4 •• 

th• •21lloalon occurred on the la•t working dq of the veek, there •ar 

baYe be•n a oonaiderabl• aaoun\ of thi1 fin• cubon ia the bottoa of 

the box. When th• liqu.14 o~cen 1• run into the box tkere 1• aoaeti••• 

a. \endene7 tor aome of the ear,ridps to noa\ up out ot th• liq,uid aa4 

when thi I ocour1 the7 are p11-hed ltaok tlovn vl th a wo4en paddle. Th• 

•xploei•• in th• box •T k&Te been re•4•r•4 estrMel.1 aeae1\1Te beoau1e 

of•••• extraaeou.t h1'drooar)on, or \y an ••~l•tion of fln•• la tkt 

bo\to• ot the \oz, and wh•A the tloaUnc oartr14ce• "•1"• •truok "1\h 

the wooden pa441• to :foroe th•• dowa lhq ..., haT• 4etoute4. 'l'h• 

auc,..atton vae ude that ihe •sploelon •1cht haYe b••n 4ue to the acci

dental 1p1tion ot a cloud of oar\o~ black troa a broken oarlr14&• aaok. 

!hie appear• enreael.7 reaot• •• \••t• b7 th• iureau of Min•• 1u41aa\e 

'that oarbon blaoka are not eaall1 1011 \ed au4 will not propapte u. 

esplodon. 

ln vlaiting LOX plaat, one caumot help beina -u•d at the 

l_aelc o:t control 01rer the lll&t•r1al• 111nc iato.tb• aantaotUJ'e ot \he 

exploaivs, and th• laok ot aatquarda. 'h• carbon it ot,ea puroha1e4 
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fro■ •o•• IIIUIUt'aatver oa lh• k.■1• of prl•• oalr, lfithft.t 

a:,ec1float1oa• au. wt.thou\ ant o'rutok• OJ'••••• a\ '11• plan, to 

ttat Ollt vtt.illel" it ta .. u., t,o •h• Jllld'POte, an.4 "PJ)U'D\17 

llalDlfaehra or u,e coal coapu, ot the blU'4• that at.pt 1'• 

orea\ed ll7 eoatotnaUoa of •1\ller th• carl,oa or tti. •••· 

11alla:r17, tha• are ottea u a4•t'llf•• eoavol t•••• ..._. of 

\he 11qa14 ox:,pa to 41tolo•• coataatu,ton vtlh otle OI' otheJ" 

foretp ..,,.uaee• whioh aiChl taff•••• th• ■.a.■ttt•lt7 ot \he 
, , 

esplodT•I ant 'h• lte(W.14 o:qaa ., lb.He IMll plant• 1• Affer' 

..... ,u.u11et. 

lllu Taf"t olo•• te ooc.p1•4 'bD.114lap aal vithla ttt\y feet of 

th• ht._,. oa oa• ell• -.4 about \ll• ■u• 41t\noe fro■• n111'•1 

'P•••lac traok oath• o\he. la tu_,.. ••titer when llotk AeoTe to 

the eoaldnc re• are opea '1lere le no\1dn1 \o J>Pffent 11o, ctalere 

•111 •• uautt,er1••4 nit.tor will aot )e •okln& ol' wlll ao, aUe11pt 

to••••· 
the tol plan\• a\ tll•H •1••• •aataetv• a hlahl7 ••aal i1..-e 

u4 lllpl.J' 1an-a,1e •2tl••l•• ant ti wo1114 ••• •sp•elallJ laportaa\ 
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2. !he •oaktac roo• ebo.il4 l>• ceparat•4 fro• the ■&ill 

pa~t of tke plant and ther• ehOIX.14 be• proteott•a barrio•••-•

tv••• the \w •••ttoac ot th• plant. 

:, • ftt• n.ppl:, of u•atvatett eartrU.p11 •h•uld. 11• 1to1"ef 

in• ro•• a4Joiata1 tl\e .. aldac i,eoa ant •ot a\oTe tt. fll11 1tora,. 

rooa tllc>1tl.4 'b• so &ffanett that t t wtll lJ• U11eee1taPf' to .,.. •• 

thrnp the aealrlnc reoa when fellTery of u•aturat•f oatrlclpt 

ill •••• , .a.. hoh 4•11••1"7' abcmld prefePa1'l7 be .... fvl•c 

hOUJ"a vhen oartr14ce• are not b•l•& eoaket. 

4. !he lta4lnc ,otat at wbioh ••atd.nr box•• are 1ea4et ...._ 

mo•4•4 fl'o• tlae inok• elloelt lt• eo e1, .. ,., tllat n Will " l•

,o.,t~l• f•r ap•rre tro• \he •act.a• eshau•t '• ••\a th• seaktnc rooa. 

Wo lea4tac or utoa4ta« ot 1oaklac \o•• tllo\t.14 ,. p•r•ttt•t all• \he 

tnok •ct•• 1 • l"llutag. 

5. lo •OklllC ahftltl l>e penlttel tn.d4• lb• feaoe wteh 

aur:roun4t the ezplodTa l)l&nt ••4 uo ene 11aoul4 be t>ff■i t••4 to a,o 

the teuet ueloftl"e with ettba •tohet or ••oktnc aatn1•1• &R M.a 

pereon. Preferabl7, th• np101e•• ot the plant •hov.14 \• aea-•ok••· 

6. All •l•otrto wtring, 11&tlt fifl1ll'••• ant ewt,eea l• tke 

to&Jdnc roo• ciho11ld be ftch a, to l"edao• tlle 4n..,r of •l••trtc •r•• 

O!° epal"kt to .. ■tRtllU. 

1. !he alt1on••t •••4 eboul4 \• on• wbtoh will 11•• a r,

nltut .si,1011•• with• atnlna of 1en11t1Yt,y n4 •••t• ekn.lt be 

made ot ••oh thlpment of tlbeorbent t• 1anr• ,be unttor■tty ••4 imrt,7 

•f .... Jll"041lot. 
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