
COAL FATAL 
RRPORT OF A FIRE AT KATHLEEN MINE 

DOWELL, ILLINOIS 
.-\UGUST l, 1936 - 9 KILLRD 

(From Bureau nf MineR report by C . A. Herbert) 

About 5:15 p.m., August 1, 1 936, a fire was dist;overed on tht'J 
7th nox·th ent ries near Lh e 3 1 s t a nd 3 2nd t!as L eo t.r i e s, which 
resulted .i.n Lh e deaLh of ni11e men. A set of Lh r·ee t1 ·ansformen, , one 
of 25 !<Vt\ and bvo of 30 KVA, c.;apaciLy, togeLher 1v i Lli i:l. peimary oil 
switch, had been his Lal} e d in a crosscut on tbe 7th 110.r Lh near the 
:31st and the 32nd east eJLLrles e<:1r·lier i 11 Lhe da) and } t \vas 
beli.eved t h at 011.e of Lhe:,;e transformers migli t h ave bluwn up and 
r:aused L11 e fire . A s u bsequ e nL examl1taL i o11 of Lhe fJ,n.:. a.ri;a and Lbe 
Lr:ansforme.t·s follnwing U i P opeJJing of -Lhe fire st:aJ s, di.sr,r·oved 
L.bis surmise and .iL j_~ now bel.ieve<l \..hat Ll,e f.ire lu-"l..d .i.ts or.igj11 on 
1,lie 8th north, also r-eferred to as Lhc 7Lh norLh, a,j r course, attd Lo 
bf.I.Ye b een due to 1;.1, 

11 shorting " o f Lhe l::. r o l ley circu .i.L due pru b all l y 
tci a fall of r oof. Apparen t. Ly t h e f' Hll had aJso k n ocke d d o1~·n the 
~e<.:o ndary 220 vol L al terna Li 11g cur l.·ent power wires which c1·ossed 
over the trolley wire, as a section of trolley wlre 1-1as found fused 
to the p ower wJres at Lhe point where Lhe fi~P was beLJeved to lJave 
started . 

Th e mine hari been idle Lh e day of the fire. 

Du:i:·ing the tl.me lhe State Mjne rescue team f1.·u111 DuQu.1.u, 
Il l inoi ::i was er-ec t .i. ng seals on t h e 7th a nd 8 Lh north e u t r ies 011 \.:.by 
the Lire, .sc->.ve r al mot o r triµ,s of rna t.er i al 1-iere sent into tho 7Lh 
nur"Lh haulage roMd whicl1 is on the return for -Lhi s section. WlLh 
Lhese trips, either riding or walkjng, ~here were between flCL~en 
,rnd twenty men who had bee n sent j n Io assist.. w i t:.h Lhe .seal i ni; . All 
of t h ese men we.t·e more or l (~S s af fec ·Led 1;1.i Lh carbon inono.xlde; uine 
of t h em lost thei.r· lives . 'l'h ose 1,ho escaped dea Lh 111anaged t.o gel 
Lhrough from Lhe 7Lh nor-1,h l1aulagP i:·oad i.nt.o the par-al.l e l 8th norLli 
a .ircoursE! entry . 

The f .i. re was f i i:·st ct.iseove r.ed shortly af Ler 5 p. 111 . by a L' nee 
boss who had a ere\., h•o rki u g :in U 1E.' 25th \vesL o f f U1E., 7 th norLh. 
Upon smelling smoke he made his way up to the f ire and saw Lhu-L JL 
\.,,as of S LWh magni Lude t h aL 1:tddi tional help 1-.,011ld b e nee ded ,)nd at 
o nce telephoned to Lhe surface . Thls was shorl.ly before 6 p.m. The 
.1:eco rding wa t Lme Ler on Lhe surface recorded a s udde 11 flo,\I uf 
current. at 5 :l fi p.m., i.ndic.;1:i t i n g th:c\t t h e short cLr:cui t whir: h 
ev l.dentJy <.;aused Lhe f.i.re occurred f.tL that lime. 

The 011Quin S1ate r·e•scue team was called about 6 p.111. nnd 
arrived 11.L the mine about 7 p.m. 1,ith tbej:r• Gibbs appa1·aLll ~. By 
that ti rn t-1 Lh e mine foremail wh o h .:Hl been to Lh e f ire t,o see: w"hat 
\\10tlld b{> need e d bad four· e mp t y locomotive Lr i.ps w1:tiLi.ng on the 
boLtom Lo haul the me.n and suppl ie s Lo Lhe flre ari:~a , a dist.a.rice of 
a.bo ut 2 1 / 2 ru i les from the ~haft ho L tom · MSJ·-JA lJBRARY 
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The 1·t>scue t et:tm ace:ompan.ied bf Lhe min .e f oreman arid other 
<c> mplo:yees l e rt in Lhe fit's! Lriv. S mo ke was enc..:ounLered a L Ll1e 25Lh 
easL off the 7th n or.·t,h so Che trip wal:; stop1-,ed aud U1(~ rescue L~ a1n 
,rnd the oLher men got out and W(:tlL through into Lhi:: 8Lh t1or Lh , 
wh.i.ch is the in Lake a ircourse , and up the alrcou .t·se Lo lh"-~ 25th 
eas t. 

In t he meanLimB Lhe I.riv conla.ining tbe rescue apparatu s and 
mal:erials 1,as take n to Lhe 25Lh ea.st . It Wh:c; sb-1ted LlHlL Lhe 
inotorinan wore a gas mask wbile taking the l..rip from Lhe 23rd east 
Lo the 2 5 Lh eas L , The resc.:ue appc1.rat.us 1.;;,ts assembJ.ed a.nd Lbe 
materia l s unloaderl on the 25th easL, \..;hic.h is on Lhe intake, and 
carried up Lhe 8 Ll1 north to Lhe fir e . 

Work was begun on the seals outby the fJre and was progressing 
1· a pidly 1,, h e n word h 1as recejved that lhe me n who had gone .in 1-1ith 
the succeeding trip had been ove1·c:0111e alon g the ? ll1 nurt h hau la~e 
r·oad, 'I'h~:y immedial0l:v ceased 1,;ork on the seals and weut bac.: k to 
ass ls t ln the rescue work, Six of Lhe hodies were rer~ov0re d by 
apparatus c~ews and Lhree by men without a~paratus, 

It i s bel .ieved that there were be tween r l ftee11 ,:1 nd Lwe n Ly me n 
wi.th the Lhree suc.;C"eeding Lri.ps. All of these men wen,, al'feeted b_y 
carbon rnono x .ide; all buL n.Lne however , managE,d to u1ake LheJ.e way 
.i.nt.o the parallel a.i.rcourse or were t·escued by l's:'llotv 1.vorkruen. N.i.ne 
of these m<~ll lost Lheir· lj ves . 

The 7Lh north haulage e ntry ls practically a n e uLral e11t c· y so 
far as vent ilatioll is concernr-!d, excep L for ] eakage aJ·ou.nd 
Lrapdoors or when the trapdoors are opened . There i :::; a Lrapd CJO!' tltl 

Lhe 7th no1·Lb haulag e road between each _µair: o f wesL panel 1::rnL1:ies 
to forc e 1 he ai1· into th,::,se panel~. For thi s reason Llie le f L lta.u d 
7Lli nor-Lb ca1Tied p l:'ac t jca} 1. y the f1tll reLu1·n from the f.i_t·e ancl no 
d oubt \<1h en the mine foreman I.raveled in to Llie fire a.1:ea along Lhe 
7U1 norlh haulage jLtst vrio.r t.0 the fi:r·st l o<.;0111otivf.;! Lr.ip goin!2; i.n, 
this ent r y 1,as r·elatively free o .L' s moke or· fumes, a nd t h e Scune 
couclit i on no doubt prevailed ~<1hen Lhe f jrs L tl:ip t,.i.Lb the 111j1i~ 

r<::sc11e cr·ew wettl. in, a-o i L is r· e µorted l h aL BJHoke 1-:as l' Lrst 
e ncou11Lere d by Lile cr·ew al the 23rd eas L e ntries. Ho1veve1· , lL is 
t, t:'obable tbat 1vhen Lhe f.i.rsL trip wi.th Lhe r e scue crew we nL tll U1e 
tr·apdoo1·s a.long L11 e 7 tb nor Lb h aul~ige road h'<,, r e propped open , 
making a mo r e d.irec:L r etur-ri of the 1~n try. Tl. i_s also sta 1:.e<l l ha t 
1vhen Lhe rescue c t ·ew f.i.-1:s l :,;; tar·ted l.,o h 1 orh. u L1·apdo1H· ouLb? 1.;be re 
they 1,E~ t· e bui lding Lhe sei:ils was o p e ned, L hu::: "sho.r: t ing" UJfJ a_i.r 
ft·om th(\ .i.nLake to Lhe 7Ut norl..h haulage ro ::J.d , and Lha L J.a:l e l" Lh.i.s 
door was c losed Lhus th:rowing t h e air up lo I.he r j t·e, and Lhen 
la.te r i t Wf\-S again o pened. I f thi s Ls 1:. h e case no JouiJt duri ng Lhe 
L .i.me t h e trapdoor was ope n and the a ir largely c;ut off l'r<.,m Lhe 
f .ire there was a c:o iu,;lderab.l e accu1111 1l a tion o f monoxide wh i.c.:h was 
lat.er relefised along the 7Lh north hftulage e nL.ry when l..he doo .t· was 
c losed and may account foc Lhe cond.i.t.ions b e i.ng so nru ch worse,• 1d1en 
Lh1~ st1bs~<1uent Lt· i. ps '.venl up the 7Lh north hau lage Ll1c1.11 Liley were 
,, lien L he f i.rs t Lr· j p with Lhe rescue c:i:·ew went j n , 



Fo.LJ owi ng t h e reCOVE:'!'Y of Lh e bodies it was f o und t o be 
j 1npossi bl e Lo f inj s h t h e S(::als t hat 1ve re stH:rLed becau :-:;e Lb e r ire 
lia <l gaine d so much h e adway. 

They next attempted Lo place seal s ju8L outby Llie 27th a nd 
28th eu Lr i. es but. were again o b liged Lo drop back to a po.i. 11 L ou Lb;y 
Lhe 25th and 26th e nt r i es. Here they S Ltccee d e d .i. n build i n g t.hree 
,~ood seals which 1vere pl~1stered wilh wood fiore p laster . Af.Ler 
allowing thC;;'se to s Land twen Ly-four b o ur·s, permanent.. t:o n c 1:et.e Ii] c,ck 
s~als wei·e erected just oulby th1:, wood and plaster· sE:>als . These 
c;oncrete t,;€als wet·e compleLed Monda.), August, 3 , 

Th e fi re are ct remaine d unde1· seal dur .i.ng tb.e pe1: i o d Au g u st 3 
Lo September 30, im.:lusive, 1936 . 

.3 


	1936-08-01_Unspecified_Kathleen Mine



