
May 27, 1929; Connellsville Mine, Yolande, 

Ala.; 10 Killed 

(From Bureau of Mines report, by F. E. Cash) 

 

At 5:15 p. m. a blower fan in the right slope aircourse 
stopped when power was cut off by a low voltage release. 
The mine foreman restarted the blower and came 
outside. A main fan at the top of the manway slope also 
stopped and was not restarted until about 8:15 p.m. 
 
The night shift of 12 men went into the mine about 6 
p.m., the night boss going with them without making 
a fireboss run ahead of the men or before the explosion 
at 7: 25 p. m. Six men were killed by flame and violence 
and 3 by afterdamp; 2 that were badly burned were 
rescued. One died 2 days later. One man escaped 
uninjured. Help was called, and rescuers entered by the 
manway slope after starting the fan.  Oxygen breathing 
apparatus was used to recover one body. 
 
The working places had been driven too far ahead of air, 
the ventilating current was loosely conducted by curtains, 
and blowers and fans were operated intermittently. 
Examinations for gas were made only irregularly, although 
gas had been detected in the explosion area for several 
days.  
 

The explosion originated at a hoist on 1 right after gas 
accumulated because of the interrupted ventilation and 
was ignited by starting to operate a hoist. The explosion 
was spread by coal dust but was localized by rock dust 
and water. 

 


