
if. m1tte bp1 •• 1on OOOu::'r$d at the " lUne of the west Kentuoky 
00&.1 C~, August 3, It27. at app~wl,. 8. 4& p.m. fbs o:cploalon 
Ot'ig1nat.., at the ~oe ot {flo. left entry ott 'tt1e West Dip. at Q. di~" 
or ~ 6,000 f"e.t hlb7 thO .aft bottom. 

. ",. m exploalon lIItahdpolnt, the ~xploaton was purrely looal. 
enecttng f!1. 8, e, and 10 lett entl"lea off the J)lp &n4 '1 rlgbt entry 
of the Dlp.fhe to"O$ot th$ explol1on ... ba:roly telt a.t the ~ 
bottom U. Q. eU.ght putt or air. No back laah .s felt at the batt_ or 
lh as tar aa' {If left .., ott the Wee' J)1pI. 

ttle Mnlage on the West f)f.pa l't&<l becm roek-4u8'W into #10 left; 
entrJ bu'tM~11.1 ~. Ule4 0.$ _ all" ..... had not bee poct
dustt4. Iarrlv. baa bee.n _11. Oft tIltl."" ~ out b1 /1!1 rtghi; __ 
but no ,,"k dust or r.-arr1 ...... were looate4 in .".,., right~. l!lO. , rf.cht 
eat". itleU mel been root-dueted into .. "tat; .. bout 240 ft. lllby the tftap 
docw. 10.10 left G1'ltrJ 1¥14 not befm Nok-dusted. 

Jnor4\'W that tho looaUea or tbe ~l1bb. mmttOAGd may he un-
4epsk04. it ls _11 ~o note that the entri. we:rEt ~ orr .. the rilht 
atld left or the Dtp 8-7 on 350 ft. 0. __ • UJd .. t 10. ? ,,1ght .. ...,. 
-.. lOCated oppoat_ tmd aborlt 100 ft. iflb7 fIG lett mtry. 

fhe explalon .. OIAuGGd b7 etl Q_uraulattte. of •• in the mlM1e 
entJ-y of flo left • ..,.. A a1u,. :bad ..mot two ~ bolea at aboutl.l. 
p.m. and had .~ out 01' tb$ alne. Oae of ttl.- ehots went into 6: 
pocket, of au ... llb&l'ated a large quan"tv of tea In tb1.~. An 
open type misling ~e __ mald.ng til out in 110 l_d't _~ Wh10b 1$ to 
tho left of the ...,. In _i. the mR8 _" tIm and on the .etun1 do. 
A mJ.aer •• loadblg .,.,. in tlle aSf'OOU" .... tthe right of the ~ b 
1Ihleb ~ gae •• s-n$Fated •. 17_ t,),t1r ~tlon. we _" satle!'!e4 
tMt the pt trom the mU41. cmt..f'y dld !'l()t mix wltil the v.mtUattng current 
to any extOJ.lt but .. SUQkGd ~ the pillar at the ~gh into .. 
entry ~e the _o1d.ne ft'Ml ..-e «a ttlng. It -lIOulclappoar ftoom the ~ •• 
at left thAt the explo.1vtl pa gathet'~o OVGl" tbe ~hine t;m.d -.0 oototf! 
by the maohlne., It appeared. from the ooldng on the._ t1nibera . tbat the ..,10$
:ion ¥laS very 810w in etart1l'lg.th1ok ooat being f0un4 en the t1mt~a QOar 
the top of the middle ontJty. 1be locatiOn of the blown out etop';lngson 
110 left entries seem to indicate that the force o.f too e3Ploslon gatMl"ed 
QIld ~" tl"om the m14dlef1ntJ'y_ The two maohtne men found doo,d behind 
their maohlnes 'fIVe quite badly burned but the min ... In the right han .. .-try 
of this #ot of entri.es a~ed to have taw. tSm.e to start ~ down the· 
entry and was found QU"'ut 120 ft. from the ftwe of his entry. ms coat ._ 
found 1nby the lQflt brealcthrough €Uld no evid.ence of flame had l"ou,ohOO 1t. 



til. 6ltploslon OfUilEJ down #10 left tmtrolea. blew out & atopriirlg 
betwean the rook-du~ haulage 'fIf.\"JIi and tho dr litOUl'ae., aad adVf~ 
ou~ to .f/!I ri~)tt entry. l'he.tl&me swept In ilfl rigbt fJlltry to about 
50 ft. outby'iihe last entry ~brouehe.Tbe f~ did not r$aeh beyond 
'the lui; b~ough in en:y of the five rooms whioh .... tcmoo on:' tht. 
entr'tJ. In an earli.-~ph I called your attetl& to the fact that 
this Gn.Vy had bHn roek-duste4 Into a polrlt about a40 ft. 1nby the trap 
~. It 11 of inter"'" to note tba.t ~ '111.\4 ne evl4eno. of cold.tlg Oft 
tlo.m.e 1n the I*OOk-dUeted ~ but that ObnelCb"able ooldng and flame WW't) 

~ blby this point. nde obleJ"Va.tlon satisfied me that tbe flame came 
up the air 00Ul"8$ o.nd· ~ the 7 right alr .maNe tnto tis eGt of en
tne •• but d.id not peneti"&te the rock-dueted urea. iv14enoe or t1~ ._ 
shown in one room In ~ left entry. and the 1~ t ..... of wbich bad been 
rock-duete4. It 1& _11 to bOte, l'lGWeVtW, tMt thi8 tlam.o 0dlG in throuCh 
{Ie lett air ~ ao"es the en., Waok aut thl"ougb 0. breathrtougb lnto 
:#8 but stopped aboUt 30 ft. 1nby the f'lrat b~. Eo evidmlOe or 
tle.tD!$ _s shown 1n #4 room cw lnbJ r/J8 :rOOJA on tho entri' ltael£'. A tul 
of Foof OOOUITed :In the 1'"~ete4 haulage ont17 be~lmd,ng at A pomt juo' 
lnb:! #0 left entlT and ext&r.ll.Urlg to wtthlD 16 ft. or the face of the -.,.. 
It _8 t~fwe. tmpe$aible ~ ob • ...,. ~F ~ ~ ~p tho haul"l$ 
DLp envy to Ii left ent!7.or ~ the tkt>.$ .. tmad In ·110 lett _try 
bud come up through the _ .... o~eted sir oour_., lie E)VJ.d~e of tlfi.1»9 
_is found on $lthW .try of the Illp$ _tby It lett ~. 

The tOH$ of .. e .. l"tOll -..s. eri4sao0C1 by tile ~ Olitetopp!Dp 
to .. po1atjUet outb11/6 10ft eawy Nld two atopplngs blown out on /PI left 
en~. stopping$ _leb wroe blown C\lt on ,., left GIltry ... " Ct;Ulee4 bl onl,. 
Q.sl1ght t01"O$. $toppings wero also blown out on 16 left Gtry, bub no 
grtee.t force oould h9.V$ bElen $vSd.toodue to the taot that two mul_ ~ 
~ dtve in th1£i an 0; _Wies. Just _thy '/tit lett enVy on the be.ul.ag·' 
Dtp en~. ~~ ro~ had. been ~"'te.d to ~ A 1~ ft. mine ... &.tid 
tum it oompletely (li'CQnd in the entry, and badlyu6'Wi4ge the back aM of '''_ 
yot Ove in 1JfJ left entJ')" and <m the haul.&.ge en., out b11the. 4_ .,ged OIV 
_:re~. 

uS .te« o.oOV& the ill$n 1n *10 laft envv ~e touM 4$&1. .,..' 
~ had been WOf'ldng in the $tralght Dlpootrl" loading COG.l. Doth of ..... 
men ,vm:'e tOWld 1n the air cOW'se, one on each side ot' the llline Qa.F3a1though 
'We are at~tlGn~ from the evidenoe that one llIU'l had 'been loading cool !n 
the baule.ee Gn~ ~ the explosion oooorred due to the tuet that his shovel 
5S found in €l. loo.d1ng pod timl" r.ih~u!e men wre l\Ot burned and biod no a vic1· 
ence on tbem of' huvint~ been kHled by toroa. The pum;p9t 'iNaa found at; the ntxt 
to the hat breakthrour)1 on the dr course Qtld there 1s no quostion but tba t 
ho ViaS killed by thG foroo of' he 6lq)losion. 

Nobody was round in <#9 lett wtry. due to the fact that th1$ 0tl'tJ7 
had been stopped about 0. week before tbe li;!Xploslon. ab men ~ r(.mld dead 
in ~f.!t right entry. 'l'h$G0 l!Wn ooosinted of rour loaders,s. motonnan and his 
soopper. d~ satisfied that four Of' these men 1IIel'G killed by the flame of 
th~ o:q>loslono The nlOtOnDan had his motor in 16 room and b0yond the flame 
~ea.. Ilis snapper appeQrIll to have bean at the pa.rt:1ne jUf,t throwing e. switoh 
wh.en tho explosion ooourred. It would QWoor tllat the motorman got ort h1e 



mot .. and ~ down tnto the f'1~ area after the cplo.1on occUIT.d and 
~ pt'Obab11 kll1e4 b¥ afte1"'da..~. The ev1~ ~ll.o ~1d. 1~ one to 
believe that one of tho louder. ~ at the raoeot the air oatr'H l.Gadlng 
CQQl H,t tho t!m$ Of tlle ~loelon, O:~ m.t tlw Lut btt~~ru' V.'OOld sa. 
tbs.t he tried to e~ and tbq:t h~ olot;hca Ot~t 1'1", ~ .~ souroo 
'tietoN be ~ unoonuloua hG had ttmo to 1'80ve at l~t half of hi. 
olothing. Thln olothln!~ _s fOUnd in e. heap clOGe to the body_ 

A bo4r'M.l8 fOUlld on the Dip baUlllg'O juat laby 16 Fight~. 10 
GddonOeot t1.ome .. moe wao shmm on this body. H$ _. doubtlo8td.1 tdl1e4 
L'Y afterdEmlp. Bad he haw . sen able .to a4~ =00 R. moN he 1'JOt\1d have 
bGel1' able ~ ~ ·on to th&. lu"..a.'ke aU and would MV$ been eaved. Eo bod! •• 
_re ~ot.mdon .fIj dght ~t buttM t\'W) mles ,.,. al1ve·e.nd let 0l1' ."..., 
~t . 

~ ~ a ~ or taen 'tICrkiag m€e lett EGUW and aU wt 
two __ ~d br retleatlng thrOUgh the Une .... into " •. tln"Ough {JS'1Wd 
out 1/i lettent1'7. fJro I11ClIfl 1n fie left _~ .... fQWld at thO top or the , 
hetWmg b$hSnd an ~ovleod t~et'.· TlleIe two .. had ol:1mb$4 oWl' Ito 
!'all i1'l the entry tAl1d bad toft their oloth_ ott Of' th.-lwo a.nd ba,4 . 
tl'l$d to build a beft'lw cmt of' tbeu clothe.. .!hey bad eV'On etood . their 
eh~.e 0)1." in orcktl" t'hat they ml.e11t OOWl" mof'e tU1J4l.. I &':n _tleftecl' ~ 
tb&t these JlIleU mus' have .'bGfm ,out of thew ~ 'Whlle dou..g tllla., 411e to 
the fQOt tbat ~ .. plenty of' aterle.1 to b.tild '" ~er nth ~ the 
~k whl. lw:l t&:ntm on the GWY. fheoe.Mm 1'IWe k:lled by a.rt~. 
Me aocouate t41l' 0.11 15 Dm who ~ ldlled bV the <Splo.d.cm. 

It 1$ tt1ft1oult to know hew IkUlU ~ ~ tn the mill6l at the tiM 
of the oxplodon, wt tb.$ GoV$t'a.ge $etl~te UldltkltGa tbt.t, thGJ'e wat"$ 0>bGNt 
46 metl in this eeot ... of the 2dne, 4 ~v of ~ WV6 out,by or ~ 
tbtlfG1'O$ of" tho .~.1on. All the Invettt5.ga.'tct.r'(l Q'Q latlsfied that tbre-. 
m!m'1Il ltv. w.ouldMW been suVf!)d 1l&d each -..u ,""U equipped w:1.th ue1t. 
rescuer. and ltr. CbrUt1an &nd'myself are Or ~ epWon thQt sb I1ves 
would probably have ~ eG.\l1l!d ~d the wm been ~tne 801f-rescu(f.ra. 

Xt la _11ro~ us to note tbat the praot1CQ of oa~hay1tlg selt
I*eacu~. in ~ nUtle$ would hav" b~ 1nerreotlve in eav1n[: any l1vo at 
this eqlQe1o:D. b~ no an bad tn.veled ~ tbtul SiJO ft. bet." he _. 
kil10d~ hl order Ut bi:~\." been ~teotf:ve tM &llf""U&souor would mve had to 
ru,l,V$ been vm.ea-e tl10 ~could helve put M.a bandon to' it lnloem tl-w.n halt 
tl. nrlnut.e. 

BevenwEm mb1utd after the ~~p1oa~on OOC'tn'"red, the !:w-eau or 
l!1no[J Car t~ wa.a at the BOone Of the oxplo$lon. The first oo\tm:noed 't'v'Ure 
mde wi t.lJ Gibbs 9.pp!lFu,tu$, b".Jt all Of the _1"'1: we.s dmo uni1e the advQ.1lc1ng 
mn wsre ~ All-servioe Gao ~!atlb. No other ~pp:,ratu8 e=ept tlwS0 
two types ~~ used. fhUty boQr'$ a.nd. thtrt)' m.nutee after the oltploalon 
ocourred, 0.11 of the bOdiee ha.d been removed &_ tho nine.. 1111)'1 wro tben 
ready to "vent 1 late the mine. on flonda.y rrDmlng after the e:tplodon oc
curred. the mine _$ readU tor operation. 
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fbl- .,10.1_ ~ ba_ -e ,re.ate4 M4 the taaebS. 
~r ..... ~ ~ aatet, tampa. and tt b. ~ tltat ~ 
number or Ibe.1MUld have· betm ~ t.. three. heA tM ~ been 
ent1tel, ... k~ate4 to wt~ 60 ft •• ~ .... A1c •• t 411 _Vi ... 

S bee to fJltonl,.. that ttd. •• ~ ba. pur'oh&aEfd ton hea'VF 
Claty tt ... wet7 hmp •• ad t.r_ .. on wUl NqUil'"e .,. ma.n .l'I.Dlb:lg 
.. _hble to .,., a 1.., ath Ida _ .. lIS_ rw gas be"'" .~ 
to .t a.nt plaoe an4 It llMeaGal')' to _1_ whlle the pl".. 18 boirlS _is. x...tnotlona htive been gt. ... to ill Superbl ..... 1n the 01081$4 
light a1Ma or the •• t1tentuelt1. Cod. ~ that all a4'ftl.nOlftg WCIII*ldnga 
1II.l3't be kept .... ~.W up to the 1aat 'b ... ~gh. 

!lO ,"181. baa· been .... the ...., as to the p~ they 
~g. __ tollOw "S~ selt ... .....,._. ~., I ... la .. ,.,ltle 
_ ...... , fII". ~. Chfl.ltlau th*U ~ ... l'~en.t d4 a 
a\mJbt\p·ot their IUpe:r~ta aa4 JIlne ,..,... ..... ,...,. ot eaoh .. 
~ .. lelt-1'8oue.. abd X bel .... tha.' beloN 1_ eaoutl:h FeeauNt 
11111 be ~ttQ ~ QpOa the ....... 1 ~ to ~SP •• bt &4.tl_ 
otthe .. 1t.,..~ m ~ laeeoue 111 ... . 

I~ la "_.004 that _h W .. 'ion as 'e CS_n here eb&11 be 
treated ail ooatldentlal. 

(~") O. W. 1'.1 ... 
RepHeen_tlve. 


