
COAL FATAL 
DEPT OF INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MI NE'.:3 

OCTOBER 22, 1916 MARVEL, ALABAMA 18 KILLED (17 EMPLOYEES AND ONE 
RESCUER) MINE EXPLOSION. 

FIFTEEN MEN ENTOMBED BY EXPLOSION AT MARVEL MINE OF RODEN COAL 
COMPANY. 

Lives of men Snuffed out by Terrific Explosion at 2:45 O'Clock in 
Afternoon. Rescuer Breaks His Neck 

WORKERS IN MINE MAKING REPAIRS AT TIME OF EXPLOSION 

l· .. lund1•"E•d1:,; 
D'CJ.oc::k. 

c:,'/' '•Joluntc!E"!l'"l,~ in i::;:f::ir.c:ue: l,\101• .. k Ri::2i:'~c:h Df,,•i:''1d 
Cause of Explosion Is a Mystery. 

By REUBEN A. LEWIS 

a.t. .1.0 

(.':, t<-:::•r .. 1· .. itic: p:,-:ploi::;.:.i.c:,n ;,,'It '.?:4!''.\ c::,'clc::ic::k YE·:!1>tc•r"cli:',1'/ i::1"/'tf::!r .. nc:,c::.n in thF! 
mines ot the Roden Coal company at Marvel Resulted in instantaneous 
dE•i;:1th tc::, 1'..", rn:.i.n!:"!I'''"'·· P1c:curnuli,,1tic::in c:,f !Ji::'1!'''· 1·\li::1!::'. thr.:,, C:i':\U!::,.c· c:,f t.hc, 
disaster. Fitty grim men are working in the dark inner passages 
at the mines seeking to recover the mangled bodies. Shortly after 
:!.O o·· clock li':\!;;;t n:i.qht the ·fi1•"s,;t bodiei:,; ot thF: v:.i.c::t.im!,, c::,t t.hEi 
disaster were brought ta the heading ot the mines by rescuers. The 
Marvel mine is owned by the Roden Coal company and is loc::ated in 
Bibb county about 40 miles southwest of Birmingham on the 
Louisville and Nashville and Southern Railroads. But. before the 
E•ntc:irr1!:::.0:-:d bc::idit:-:i:,,. ~\IE•:·r .. e l'"E:c::c,vF:.•r .. Eid Fiec,r--qF! Jc:,nE•i:::., i::1 1,,,h:.i. tc:• rniner· c:i·f 

Garnsey, surrendered his lite. On a ladder in the passaqeway he 
was overcome by fumes ot deadly gas and tell to the tloor of the 
minF!, b!'"f::.•i::lkinq h:.i..!', nr,!ck. i:::·ou1, .. 1nc:n \.\lF2l'"E' CJ\l(·'2l'"COmt:;) b·:,1 th<-::.· q,:;.i:,,.:, 

removed from the inner recesses and resusc:itE1ted. Of the 15 men 
whose lives were snufted out by the explosion, nine were white men 
i:"1 n cl !::,. :.i. :,i n eiJ ,, .. o F! ,::, .• 

THE DE{)D 

W. F. Cochrane, master mechanic:: married. 
W. B. Freeman, Chiet electrician; single 

Grover Finley, boss driver; married. 
D. N. Ogletree, bri::lttice man; single. 

Mose Harwell, machinist; married. 
George Liddle. pumper; single • 

.John btoki0,!. 
!?DE'-C::DF': F::c::,b.inE'-Dn. 

Ei':11•--ly Collini:,;. 
Three other negroes, whose names could not be ascertained. 



T h E' c: ii:1 u. !'''· <"~ c::, t t h c:• E' >: p l c::, i,,,. :.i. c::, n :.i. r:,'. i::I rr, ·i !'''· t P 1· .. y .. c::: .. :u • D , ... \' P r .. , 
superintendent of the mines, sti::lted last night that the ninth left 
entry in which the explosion is supposed to have had its origin, 
hi:~d br,•c:n :i .. nic,pE·c: ti0,•d <.ll.ll' .. :l n< 1 '.::lundD.y n,or .. n :.i..ng by M.. Pi.. I....C:ihll' .. r:y E1ncl 
pronounced tree from gi::ls. A few hours later a mighty detonation 
hurtled his body, together with 14 others, against the sides of the 
entries with death dealing force. There were 16 men in the mines 
1,\1hf,~n t hF:? rr1 :i. q h ty r:0:>: pl ui,i i c::,n E·>: i::1c:: t1:1:.•d .i. t!",. to 11 .. l···lr,:n 1' .. Y l···lo 1101,-Ji::•.y ,, ,,:1 
white miner, engaged as a pupper, was in the third entry of the 
bot.tom ,, .. c,1,,, 1,,,1hr::n thF, c:IF:i:'1·f<',,•n:i.nq r .. 1apc::,,, .. t h!i::1s hfr,•i::1l' .. d. Bu.1• .. nf!,'d by th1,,~ 
explosion, he managed to walk to the heading of the mines, which 
soon became the scene of gathering of hundreds of panic-stricken 
1n i n E' ,, .. '"'· i::1 n cl rr1 E:, ff1 b E·) !' .. ""· c:, ·f t h E:• i r.. ·f d rn i 1 :.i. E· !,''· • T h E:, !'''· tu r .. d y r .. t::! :.i. r·1 t o r c: F!! d 
concrete heading was cracked by the force of the explosion, giving 
rnutE•i r;,,\1:.i.dE"nc:<-::,, c:,t t.hE" t<i:1tE• c,·f thr,: rnint?I' .. ""· v\1ith:.i.n. C:1n «,:,vE•ir·y hi::1nd 
there were men ready to risk their lives to rescue the entrapped 
miners trom the inner passages ot the mines. With system the men 
started upon their morbid task. In crews of 12 men they made ready 
to go int □ the shatt where lay the mangled bodies of their co-
1,,1c:,1· .. kE':I' .. "='·., 

HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS 

Hundreds of volunteers were offered but, headed by the fire bosses 
dnd other -foremen, the rescuers stdrted about the work of providing 
i:;i !,,;ui't:i..c:iE'•nt circu.li::1-l::.:i..on o·f ai1· .. to 0:,·ni:'1blE· them to qf,,•t tc:, the:, 
entombed men. The tans were never stopped by the explosion, but 
mine cars, shattered and twisted, and the wooden brattices that 
conduct tresh air were converted into d jumbled mass of debris by 
the mighty explosion. In tace of this disarray it was necessary to 
clear the wrec:kdge and to conduct fresh air to the entries, where 
the men were ensnared .. Twelve men went into the mines and returned 
c,::-( hau !::'• tr,•c:I. Pinnt hE-:-1·.. c:: l' .. f.':'\,'J l' .. E:•p 1 ii:1c:: c:•cl t hr-:-m.. C)n i::1nd Dn t. hf."! r .. c,i::,.c:: UE:•r .. i;;; 
1,,,1c:, I' .. k f,::d • T hf:.'! f !' .. ant. :i. c cl E' t F,:: 1' .. m :.i.. n i::, t :i. c,n i:,1n d b ,, .. i'1 \,' E! ,, .. y 1,,,1 :J .. th 1,,,1 hi c: h t hEi''/ 
labored was evidenced as coworkers brought the prone torms ot men, 
O\lr,:1· .. c::omE• v,,1Jth <;Ji::,!:~,, tc:, r .. 02c:c::,\lE!I' .. in the,• b1, .. ,,,1c:::i .. nq e1:i.1, .. of tl .. 11,:2 tin<-:': 
}\lc,vc·rr1br::r.. d;:,1y,, 

NEARLY LOST HIS LIFE 

~\l:i.. th h :i. !s; c:: 1 O!,'-E''i::'- t ·fr .. :i. E'•ri d !'',. ,, inc 11.,.1d i ng hi 1::; chi e·f (;:• 1 c,,c:: ti, .. i c i E1t1 i,,1nd 
master mechanic:, in the dark passdges of the mine, C. B .. Dryer, 
superintendent, oftered his lite, and was nedrly forced to yield 
.l.T.,, t.c::, rf?i•c::c:,\lE:,1, .. thE:•:.i.r .. bc:icl:.i.E•:•"''·., F1' .. Ciirt t.hE·:' c:,uti:Ic,t hE-:- 1,-,ti:':1!,, E1c::t:.i.vc:·, 
direc::tinq the rescuers, urging the hundreds that swarmed about the 
□ peninq ot the mine to be patient dnd brdve. In the ninth entry, 
1.-Jhi l (,? v\1c::,1, .. k :i .. nq bc,1c: k t.01,,,1,::11· .. d t ht,,? v .i.c: t :.l.tn•,:• cl-f th<-:,, di !':\i':1 !::; tel' .. ,, hE' 1,,1,::1 !','· 
overcome by gas with three other members of the crew and carried 
back to the trash air .. There he was resuscitated and started back 
to hii,;;. hE,.r .. d ,, rnE•)ni;;:11 ta!'''.!-::,, hlhi lr::: the1,··E·) hE• !:::-i''1ic:! ;; 11 I ll?i.'--/'t the:, mE"n i:'1t 
dinner about 12 o'c::loc:k on the tweltth sidinq. They were 
instdlling some electrical equipment necessary tor the work ot the 



c:c:c1n:i.nq ~•JF:ek. 
c:,c: cu I' .. r·· Eid ,, 

They were somewhere near there when the explosion 

"I think th;;,1t t.hE: <-:,:,>tplc,i;,;ion :i.i:::. durE• to E1n i::\C:c::1...unul,,:1t:i .. c,n c::,·f <Ji:'1'"'·, ·for-­
I did not notice any signs of a dust explosion. The explosion had 
it ic, c, I'" :1. qi n in t. he-:::: ninth 1 r,· ·i' t E:n t.1,--y .. I t \,•Je,. !','· \/F:?.•l'"Y hni',\\lY • 11 T hE: ·f :i. 1·-- i::; t. 
body to be recovered was that of one of the neqroes .. Nearby was 
·f c:.1u.nd t.he;: col' .. p!c,.f:': !1 b;:;1d l y 11 shot up!' 11 ot !.,-J. B.. r::· 1·--1°,,F:ff1ii;1n ,, tht,'.• chi t":t 
electrician. The rescuers brought these bodies to the headinq of 
the mine on a car, althouqh it was necessary to carry them several 
hundred feet on an up qrade before reaching the cars .. Until the 
rescuers saw these bodies there was a qleam of hope that the lives 
of the entombed might have been spared. Hope was t □ regone when the 
eftects ot the terrible disaster were shown by the bodies coming 
tr--c:,rn the:, rninP. 

[Oct. 23, 1916 Birmingham, Alabama AGE HERALD] 

NINETEEN DEAD RESULT OF EXPLOSION IN MINE. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., OCT 23--Nineteen are dead as the result ot an 
F:::•: pl 011,; ion :.i.. n t. ht:,, l"·iE11' .. \/f',! 1 !I P, 1 i::\. !I mi nr,:, ot t h0:! Rnd (',:n C::oi::1• l C::ompi':1ny 
GundD'/ ,0,1 t t1:·,:-r--nc:,c::,r·1.. ThE' 1 i::'1!'"· t tt,\!D bodi E'•!?.; v•Je1·--e t:,,·,1ki::,•n c:iut: todi::1·/. 
Eighteen were direct victims ot the explosion and one was killed by 
a fall from a ladder while doing rescue work. 

[Oct. 24, 1916 Lexinqton (KY .. ) Herald] 

TWELVE TRAPPED IN MINES 

BIRMINHAM, Ala., Oct 22--Twelve men were trapped by an explosion in 
t hr:,:, rn i n E:, i:::. c:, ·f' t h +,,:, 1:::: c:, den c:: c:, i::'t l C:: c::, rr, p ,,,1 n y ,:'i1 t l''I ,,'t r-- v H: l t c::, r.:! i''1 \'' • r:: e :::,. c: u c,, r-- !'"· 

believe that none of the men are alive. The cause of the explosion 
was not detinitely learned, but it was believed it was due to gas, 
though the mines were tested and tound safe a few hours before the 
c! i !:''-,:'1!:,:.t.E•!l' .. ,, 

[Boston Morning Globe Oct .. 23, 1916] 
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RESCUERS BRING □UT BODIES OF TWO DEAD MINERS 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Rescuers late last night brought to the surface 
the bodies of two of the 15 men who were trapped by an explosion of 
\]E:1!','· .:i.n thr:,) mine!,''· c,·f thF• i::;:oc:IEin C::c::i,;;11 c::ornp;;,1ny i':1t rn,ii1Y"VE~l. P1liii1. 
Yff!!'''· tr:1,•"d ,,1y. Br'-·f Dl'"E~ t h1:.c• 1'"<-?'!!,,;c: UC!I'"!::\ c c:,u l cl t l c::•<::<d the m inF,I!l''' i,~ inn C!I'" 

passage with suftic::ient c::irc::u1ation ot air, one miner, a white man, 
mounted high on a 1adder in a passageway, was overcc:ime by gas and 
tel1 tc:i the floor of the mine, breaking his nec::k. Four others were 
overcome by gas, but were carried out and resuscitated. Nine of 
the dead are white and six negroes. 

[Bc:iston Evening Globe Oct. 23, 1916] 
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