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IllJ'TE CDUO TI ON 

Erief Statement: 

at about 1:30 in the afternoon of Septa~ber 16, 1914, a 

gas erplosion occurred in the airway to the No. 5 east gangsay, 

Mammoth seam, No. 4 shaft workings of the No. 5 Colliery, 

Lehigh Coal & Navigation 0ompany, Lansford, Pa. Four men were 

instantly killed and three others so seriously injured that they 

died at the hospital within 48 hours of the explosion. 

ni.e explosion affected about 300 feet of the airway and 

about 2.40 feet or the No. 5 g~ay. 

GE11ERAL IlIFO...~ION 

Locations 

The No. 4 shaft of No. 5 Colliery is located about l~· miles 

east of Lansford near the Lansford Borough limits, Carbon County, 

Pa. The post office address is Lansford, Pa. Lansford is 

located on the Lehigh and Susqueham1a Division of the Central 

Railroad of Hew Jersey and on a branch line of the Lehi&h & New 

England Railroad, about 10 miles west of ilauch Chunk and about 

ao miles east of Pottsville. 'l!b.e mine is indicated No. 309 



on the Alder map of the anthr:?..cite coal fields of Pennsylvania. 

The coa.l is shipped over the Lr:;high and Susquehanna. 'Division 

of the Central Railroad of Uew· Jersey and the Lehigh & New 

En.gland Railroad. 

Operators: 

The colliery ~as been operated for many years by the 

Lehigh Coal & Navigation Company, employing jointly with 

No. 6 Colliery about 2200 men and boys. The two collieries 

have a combined annual production of about l,000,000 tons. 

The property is controlled entirely in fee. 

The colliery is bounded on the north by the barren 

measures of the ?anther Creek basin; on the east by the 

Nesquehoning or No. 1 Colliery, Lehigh Coal & Navigation 

Company; on the south oy the No. 4 Colliery, Lehigh coal & 

Navigation Company and on the west by the No. 6 Colliery, 

Lehigh Coal & Naviga::;ion Company. 

~ 



Production Number N'umber 
of coal of of days 

Year {tons} Employees ·worked. 

1903 232,738 380 249 
1904 224,438 436 238 
1905 236,136 417 256 
1906 210,458 478 236 
1907 271,752 602 253 
1908 294,909 749 221 
1909 257,519 589 256 
1910 298,235 495 268 

* 1911 963,097 l,880 282 
* 1912 802,016 2,299 245 
* 1913 944,783 2,319 260 

(STATE MINE INSPECTORS' REPORT PART I, 1913) 

*Subsequent reports group the tonnage, supplies, employees, etc. 
combining collieries Noa. , 4, 5 and 6 under the heading of 
Lansford. 

Personnel of Organization: 

Lehigh Ooal & Navigation Company: 

~ , ....... - -· - -. .... ! _,. ,.... ,..., +. TI\--. ~ 1 .-. ,.~ n 1 ~ 1i of l'.'l T.)~ 
- • - • .• -- - -··-- ' - - ...,. ·- - -- • - - J - - :. -·· " 

Edwin Ludlow, Vice President, Lansford, Pa. 
w. G. '\Vhildin, Mining Superintendent, Lansford, Pa. 

No. 5 Colliery: 

H. i1. Crankshaw, District Supt., Lansford, !'a. 
John L. Ricnards, :,Iine Foreman, Lansford, Pa. 
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GEOLOGY AND CILlRAC~ OF CO.U. 

Geolocy: 
~ 

Mo. 5 Colliery is located in the Panther Creek basin near 

the eastern ter:'linal of the southern region, Pennsylvania 

.:lnthraci te Field. The coal measures in t!J.is coll: ;:iry contain 

in :part the Di~ond, Ore.hard, Pri.'!lI'ose, :Jolmes, :I!'P'''l" Foot, 

Manmoth, Skidnore, Seven Foot, Buck :iountain and Lykens Valley 

sea.me • 

. iThe M.ammoth aea.m in No. 4 shaft avera1;;·es 55 feet in 

thickness. The coal is J.1ard and brittle with ch.araatoristic 

anthracite fracture. It is the l?urest quality anthracite in "' 

that region and varies but slightly in chemical composition. 

The average composition of the Mamnoth seam in the southern 

field is as follows~~ 

lli:.£!: 

Moisture 
Volatile matter 
Fi.x:ed Carbon 
Sulphur 
Ash 

Slatey sandstone; ter~ed fair. 

-6-

3.09 
4.28 

83.81 
o.64 
a.is 

100000 



~: 

Hard massive sandstone; termed good. 

Moisture: 

The rock strata and coal are n<?.turo.11:· r:10ist in t.he ut'~ected 

area. 

Ga.a: 

Th.e colliery is designated gaseous bJ the Pennsylvania 

State Department of ilines. .Methane is the only gaa encountered; 

this is given off quite frequently under uormal conditions and 

in large quantities during squeezes or falls of coal. 

DESCRIPTION OF l'IIlifE .AND :.ImTEOD OF OPERATICH 

D~velcpment: 

The No. 4 ab.a.ft extends from the surface to the fifth level 

of the I.Ia'll!1loth sea.m, a depth of about 1000 feet; it is sunk 

on the north dip of the Pa-rther Creek basin and outa the 

llam:noth, 3kidmore and Seven Foot sea.ms. It is a 5 compartment 

shaft abry~t 13 feet ~ide and 38 feet long. Landings for coal, 

supplies and men are ~rovided on the second, third and fi~h 

levels. 

-7-



The No. 5 East Gane.away is driven on water level grade 

' from the main south tunnel at the shaft, to its boundary. The 

gang.vay is driven along the top rock of the seam and the airway 

on the same elevation along the bottom rock. Chutes on 35 

degrees :pitah are driven from the top of the gangcay to the 

bottom rock of the seam, where a umonkey heading" or return 

airway, is driven parallel to the main airway. The regulation 

steep pitch chutes and batteries are employed. !l!b.e breasts 

are driven on line with and on continuation of the chutes 18 

to 24 feet wide. The latter are driven from the gangway at about 

65 teat centers and 8 feet wide. The lifts average between 250 and 

300 feet in length along the pitch of the seam. The aff eated 

area is about 2700 feet east of the tunnel. 

Mining: 

!Ihe coal in the affected area liea on an L:.::;:'..L:ation varying 

from 65 to 80 degrees, and is brought from the tace to the mine oars 

by the regulation chute method. The eoal is shot off the 

solid and loaded into mine cars by company chute loaders. 'l!b.e 

physical condition of the seam is such that dust is made only 

in very small quantities by the blasting and loading. No dust 

accumulations were noted in the workings adjacent to the affected 

area. 

...a-



Explosives: 

Dynamite and permissible explosives only are in general 

' use at this colliery. Dynamite is employed ~here rock mining 

is done and permissible explosives are used exclusively for 

blasting the coal. 

Year 

1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
190'1 
1908 
1909 

*1910 
*1911 
*1912 
*1913 

Days 
worked 

249 
238 
256 
236 
253 
221 
258 
268 
282 
245 
260 

Pounds of explosives used per working 
day. 

Black Permisa ible 
Powder Dynamite !X,Plosives 

11 l'I 
240 321 -- 303 - l.38 - 263 - 245 - 216 
~- 1,259 - 1,100 --- 1,319 - l,010 259 

(State Mine Inspectors' Report Part I,1913.) 

• Reported. as Colliery No. 6, vilich combines Collieries Nos. 
4, 5 and 6. 

The explosives are distributed to the miners in accordance 

with the anthracite mine law and company regtllations which 

provide that only nsufficient <Pantity :tor the da.y'e work but 

not to exceed 25 pounds" is to be taken into the mines by an;r 

miner. The powder is stored in the tool box which by law 

every miner is required to provide for himself. 

-g ... 



Haulage: 

The haulage system at this colliery consists o'lf mules, 

electric locomotives, gravity planes and steam driven slope and 

shaft engines. Mules are employed to distribute and gather 

mine cars fro~ the raain haulage roads to the face of the 

ga.n.gways and loading chutes in sections newly developed. 

Electric locomotives are used exclusively between the collectiDg 

branches and shatt landings on the main haulage :i:oada. The 

ateam driven slope and aha.ft engines are amployed to raise coal 

. to higher levels and to lower and raise men and material from and 

to the surface. A gravity plane has recently been completed 

to lower the coal from the No. 4 level to the No. 5 east level. 

LightinS; 

/ ~ ~.,y/- ,__... Only looked Wolte safety lamps and Hirsch permissible 
j.;,t.it.A-vw· . (L~._..A. µ .... 1,_, 

1u,.,_ .;,,., _, - _ electric miners lamps are used on the No. 5 level. Electric 
. ' ( ;tof'' 

~!,...;\. /nl CV- / "' 

(rfti.~~d• 
Cf !' t. - -_:3 
,j~_ ... ,·-

1.uoan.desoent lights are used at the foot of the shaft, 1n 

hospitals, foreman and other underground stations. 

Ventilation: 

The affected section of the mine is venti~_,'.'!,ted by a 36,000 

oubic feet per minute split of the main ourrent ciroulated 

by a 15 foot diameter Guibal fan; total capacity 1501 000 cubic 

feet per minute. :ch.e colliery ventilating plant is given in 

the following table. 
...1().-t 



Revo-
Diameter Width of Depth Of lutions Water Naue 
of fan blades 'blades per gauge of 
in feet. (feet) (feet) minute (inches) 

'· 
fan. 

24.0 s.o 7.0 ~o 2.1 Sturtevant 
24.0 a.o 7.0 90 2.1 .. 
21.0 7e0 6.6 50 1.4 Guib~ 
22.0 a.o 6.0 87 i.4 It 

The · circulation of the air current through the affected 

area is indicated on attached reproduction of map ot mine workings. 

Humid! tz1 

No r:1ethod of humidifying the air is necessary at this 

colliery. 

Drainages 

The wate~ from the workings above and including the third 

lift nows in drainage ditches, along the· side of the gang.ray, 

to the main sumps and is discharged to the surface by a pwrp in 

the shaft, "&'.b.ich under normal conditions pumps 1500 gallons per 

minute. ~e water from the fourth and fifth levels is hoisted 

to the surface in two 3500 gallon tanks operating in the 

compartment at the uorthern end of the shaft. Tb.ea e tankS 

average about 1500 gallo.11S per minute. 

~ire Proteotioli: 

Along the main haulage roadS, 2t inch compressed air pipe 

lines raay conveniently be converted into fire fighting lines 

Mllw 



by connecrtion to an emergency pUIIg? at the foot of the shaft. 

Frequent hose connections are provided off this line a'n.d auppliea 

of fire hose are kept on the surface and at convenient stations 

underground.. 

THE EXPLOSIO!l 

Local Conditionas 

No variation in the barometric pressure waa noted on the 

dB.y of the explosion. However, from the early morning 

inspection on the previous day a small fall of coal about 50 

teat long and averaging 6 feet in height had been discovered on 

the ai:n-ay directly under chute No. 30, and aboa.t 130 teat 

""'~" vJ.. ......... " .......... ~.:...:::i of ~:c. 2 ~::-:__:_::: -~~~-1; section. A force 

of men using Wolfe safety lamps and.Hirsch permissible electric 

miners lamps had im:nediately been placed at work to clean up 

this fall and retimber the airway. 

A blast fired by the rockmen on the night ahif'fi (Sept. 15 

and 16) in the Rogan Tu.nn.el District had disconnected the current 

which drives the booster fan in the Rogan Tu.nnel. !l!b.is 

interruption of the air currant allowed gas to accumulate in 

the first 3 breasts on the east side of the tunnel. !!his 
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condition was discovered during the early morning inspection 

on September 16th by the Assistant Foreman and he thereupon 

prohibited the miners f'rom entering their working places in 

tr...at section. As the return f'rom the Rogan Tunnel workings 

enters the No. 5 East main return airway, inside of the fall, 

men were placed at the mouth of the intake tunnel and at the outside 

end of the rEiurn air-course tunnel to prevent men from entering 

the tunnel, and to observe the air current for presence of gas. 

To expedite the cleaning of the tall, and later to remove 

the gas in the Rogan tunnel workinga, the officials, on the 

morning of September 16, decided to put 3 shifts of men to work 

and designated a responsible man to take charge of each. shift. 

Fireboss Barney Ounning was placed in charge of the day shift. 

!l!l.e Accident: 

Shortly after the noon hour at about 1:30; while the men 

were engaged in removing the fall and timbering the roof, an 

explosion of gas occurred which instantly KJ..uea. <10.un Lasko and 
,/ 

,/ 

seriously injured a.nd. burned Barney Oumllng, Joe Mishick and 

Albert Dobish. ~e latter were removed to the Panther Creek 

hospital where they all died within 48 hours after the accident. 

-13-



Three others,-Peter Pasko, Joe Gurke and Yatzick Ratrap engaged 

in removing a small fall and retimbering weak roof on the west 

' side of the first fall were buried under the large fall following 

the explosion. M.ike Setina. and John Tap, engaged in timbering 

the ain-ay about 350 feet inside of the supposed origin of ~e 

explosion and several others were slightly injured but all have 

since recovered. 

Alleged Cause: 

As near as can be determined, from other workmen in the 

Vicinity of Number 2 Branch, Joe Mishick one of the laborers 

assisting in the cleaning of the tall on the airway went through 

the double doors, between the ainray and gangway, and about 90 ~eat 

east on the gangway to Thomas Murphy and Harry McElmoyle, the 

motorman and the loader boss respectively, to whom he distributed 

cigarettes, who with Mishick lighted t11em from the naked light 

carried by motorman 1Zurphy. 

Mishick left Murphy and MaElmoyle to return to his work. in 

the airway; he had been gone less than 6 or S minutes when the 

explosion occurred. It is presumed that during Mishick•a 

absence from the airway another fall was about to occur and that 

gas hac1 been accumulating in the cavity of the first fall, or was 

-1~ 



being given off during the process of the coal breal:c.ing and 

extended down into the airway, and after contact with ~is 

lighted cigarette it ex:J?loded. 2b.is seems the most plausibie 

theory as to the origin of the explosion that can be advanced& 

however another supposition prevaila,-that Mishick may have 

had matches on his :person and after returning to the airway 

finding his cigarette out, attempted to light the same by 

striking a match~ 

!l!h.e force of the explosion doubtless caused the extended 

fall which buri Ar' -0,,.~1,..,..,. Gurka and Ra trap, working about 175 

feet oa.tside of the first fall. 

Al though smoking in the airway was far bidden, the men did 

smoke on the gangway. The airway men were not supposed to have 

smoking material or matches on their persons; cigars and 

cigarettes, but no matches were found in the clothing of the 

victims. 

Rescue and Recovery: 

The ·bodies of Lasko, Cunning, Mishick and Dohish were 

recovered by men working on the gaDgWay near the No. 2 Branch 

immediately a~er the explosion,-before breathing apparatus 

"""~ld be brought into the mine. After the injured men had been 
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removed to the first-aid hospital, about 1800 feet west of t1a. 

:point mere they were found, a large force of men were immediately 

placed at work to rescue the three buried men. Workmen were 

placed at every possible point of attack cleaning the large 

fall of ooal, about 115 feet in length, and the first fall. 

One party was placed at work cleaning the fallen coal west and 

along the airway from the No. 2 Branch, and 2 parties wcrlred 

from the gangway through the second and third cross-outs outside 

of this branch. The 3 rescue parties were organized for 

continuous shifts of 8 hours each. The roof from which the 

ooal had. fallen was very :tree and required a large amount of 

timbering and fore-poling to insure the safety of the rescuers. 

At 10 A. M., September 21, 1914, the badly decomposed and 

apparently burned bodies of Pasco, Gurka and Ratrap were found. 

(For location see Plate II). 

Ooroner•a Verdict: 

Inquest held September 18, 1914 on deaths ot John LaakO, 

Barney Cunning, Joe Nishiok and Albert Dobiah. 

"These men crune to their death by an 61'plosion of mine 

gas in No. 4 Shaft; the cause of the explosion being unknown. 

:!he Jury recommends that the Lehigh aoal & Navigation Company 

shall use safety la~ps fro~ Mo. 1 turnout in. We also 

... is.... 



~ 

recommend that smoking, matches, pipes and cigarettes be 

prohibited from the East side of No. 4 Shaft 11 • 

\ 

Inquest held October 7, 1914 on deaths of Peter Pasko, 

Joe Gui·ko and YatzickRatrap. 

"We find these men came to their death by an explosion 

of gas set off by some unknown cause, and we suggest that the 

Company post notices in English and foreign languages that 

the employees working in gaseous places be instructed not to 

carry matches or anything that will ignite gas, and :put a man 

at such places to search and see that these notices are 

carried out"• 

EVIDENCE OF EXPLOSION OBT.AI.lmD FB.01[ H."JVE.STIGATIOU 

The writer Wi& not aware of the accident until the 

afternoon of September 19, while in attendance at the 

Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company First-Aid Drill 

at Lakeside, Pa. Foreman mner Henson and the writer iraned-

iately proceeded to Lansford. 

... 17 .... 



!l!b.e Investigation: 

~e scene of the accident was investigated in company 
\ 

with ilini:ug superintendent, W. G. Whildin and District Su.perintendent, 

H. II. Cranks.haw. 

!lhree crews of men were at work in ~he second and third 

cross-cuts outside of the llo. 2 Branch, reopening and timbering 

the same, and one crew was working westward along the airvvay in . 
the vicinity of the first fall of coal. The stoppings in the 

first and second cross-cuts, outside of the turnout of the No. 2 

Branch, had been blown out and the openings caved fUll of coal; 

the debris of the atoppings was noted on the gangway opposite 

the cross-cuts. 

!l!b.e timbers were slightly scorohed on the gangway from th~ 

first cross-cut omzside of the No. 2 Branch a point about 15 

feet inside of Chute No. 33; a distance of about 100 feet. The 

outside one of a pair of doors in the slant section from the 

gangway to the airway at No. 2 Branch was partly destroyed, 

but later repaired, and the inside door had been blown outward 

and it had been repaired. 

A Jlillle, Which had been standing on the gangway near the 

no. 2 Branch, was killed, undoubtedly from burns, bruises and 

af'terdamp. 

-1&-c 



At the junction of the Uo. 2 Bran.ah. section and the air-vray, 

the rear truck& of a mine car had been blown off the track toward 
\ 

the north rib. 

On_the ainra.y the timber bore evidence of soorching a 

distance of 70 feet eastward from the No. 2 Branch junction and 

westward along the airway a distance of 170 feet to the fall of 

coal. 

Indications of the force of the ex:plosion were noted for a 

distance of about 120 feet in both directions from the No. 2 

3r:':l:Jh on the gangway, and about 130 feet eastward along the 

airway f:rom the junction of the No. 2 Branch and west to the 

first fall ot coal. 

The odor of afterdamp was still very pronounced. The air 

current in the airway on the west of the large fall contained, 

at times traces of gas, and for that reason the rescue wark was 

prosecuted from the third cross-cut, where the men could work 

-- ................. ~ .... --- WU'-' - ... -~ ... - •••- ww• ial be conveniently disposed ot. 

{Note:) 
For a comprehensive description of developing and mining 
anthracite in the Pm.ther Creek basin, it ia suggested 
the read.er refer to a paper on "Steep Pitah. Mining ot 
Thick Coal Veinstt by Mr. w. G. 1Jhildin, Bulletin No. 96, 
American Institute of Jl.:ining Engineers, Pagooe 2795. 
Particular attention is called to typical orosa-aections 
of the coal measures pages 2796, 2797 and 2798 • 
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Sunma.ry of Evidences 

1. Only a few minutes before the explosion, Joe' 
Mishiok lighted a. cigarette on th.a gangnay, 8.lld :e.ft 
for his work in the airway with the lighted cigarette 
in his possession. 

2. The officials had placed Barney CUnning, Who in 
their opinion was a competent and reliable man, in 
charge of the shift working in the airway. His 
sole duty w~s to see that the men got their supplies 
and that no open lights were used, or smoking was 
done in the airway. 

3. Mishick apparently passed Cunning without he 
detecting the lighted cigarette. 

4. !l?wo falls of coal were noted on the airway; the 
larger one of the two undoubtedly was the result of 
the explosion, which tore out the timbers and 
brought down the loose coal directly above. 

s. The coal of the :Mammoth seam at this point is ver.1 
free; no doubt illf'luenced to a great extent by 
previoua mining of the coal from the ohu.tes driven 
Off the g~. 

6. Prior to this accident it was the custom to permit. 
employees to use naked lights and to smoke on the 
gangway. On the airway however, only looked 
safety and permissible electric miners lamps were 
perrni tted and smoking was prohi bi tad. 
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7. For aome time prior to this accident the 
management had considered the prohibition of 
naked lights and smoking on all the levels where 
gas was being generated; but on account of the 
possibility of creating fear or distru.st re
garding the safety of the miners, such action 
was deferred until the completion of another 
and more stable return airoourse. The accident 
however precipitated the action; at the present 
time and hereafter only safety and electric 
lamps are permitted. and the possession of 
matches and smoking materials is strictly 
prohibited on the Nos. 3, 4 and 5 levels. A 
man is employed for the sole purpose of searching 
the men and detecting s-1.1Xrepti tious smoking. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

i. From the extent of the evidei1oe of the aX,Plosion 
the destruction zone may be said to have been ot 
limi tad area. 

2. T.b.e acc-.;....~:~tio~ of 6as which exploded apparently 
was very small. 

3. Four deaths undoubtedly resulted from the violence 
and burns of the explosion; the other 3, perhaps 
less severely burned, were smothered or crushed 
to death by the fall of coal following the 
explosion. 
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4. An examination of the extensive timbering 
reqtlired in the gangcay and airway of the No. 5 
level impresses one with the possibilities of 
imminent d.£.ngar and disasters of this ldnd, 
consequ.ent to failure of the tim·oaring which is 
absolutely required under the !::lining conditions 
of this region. Along the gangways and airways 
sets of timbers, spaced about 3 feet centers 
and almost oontinuous lagging of roof and riba 
is necessary. The mine air is such that the 
lite of timber is cOin.Paratively very brief and 
its use:f'ulness destroyed.without aPl'a.rent 
evidence of failure. Deaa.y is very rapid and 
unusual roof and rib pressure so fre~ent that 
the installation of stronger supports such aa 
steel or oonorete and brick arch as recommended 
in previ0t1s reports, is perhaps the only pre-
caution that will tend to minimize accidents ot 
this ldnd in existing workings. Sa.oh exclusive 
method however would entail a prohibitive cost, 
aa even the present method of timbering entails 
an expense equal to more than 15 per aent of 
the total mining cost in this section, and the 
aost of supports as above recoimnended would 
increase the present cost about three times. 

---- _ _:-_.:-.:_'-'id.J.~ •·-· ____ .:.~:- """'"'~"".,....,+~l"I.,., <> ""'1!'.ln 

to employ qa.ite generally on main haulage 
gangways, and are placing now, in the moat 
important sections, steel timbers consisting ot 
2 legs and collar of 5 inch H-saotion with light 
weight second hand steel rail lagging. !!his 
will no doubt eventually minimize accidents 
originating from falls of coal or roof, and pe~ 
haps ultimately prove an economical method • 

... ~ 



Lat18tor4, Pa., September 18th, 1914 

ll"~S Of CORONER'S INQUEST REGAii~tNG !Q ·~TBS OJI' B!RBARD OUNWNG. 

JolC msmx. AI.!IRT DOBISlL. JOHB LASKO- BY AB EXPLOSIOJl OF GAS Ill :rro. 4 
SltAP.r, L.AlfSFOBD OOL!.IERY. WEDNESDAY SE~ 16th, 1914. about 1:30 P•U• 
------------- ------------- -------- - - ----

Inqueat held in Ton Hall, • .Lanatord, Pa., September 18th, 1914. 

COR().'DRs- E. G. Bray S1'ENOGBAPHEB: -A. E. wa tkins 

· JtlRons&- WI!IIESSES1- ilike Btetina 
Herman El.aaaasr 
.Harr7 !loEl moyle 
~rd Xann.f)d;'y 

 

A. R. lloward 
George Jon.el 
James J{a.G1llowa1· 
Rllaael Shannon 
Pr~ Oohaen:teld 
Harry '1r7 

·,:~oms ~7·· . 
· ·· ·'1111.am g, SUokl~ 

J(,tne lppeotor l. u. Dartea and ~laing Si\)&~.ln~ttndant w. G. W111ld1n wore 
Pi'9,atn' at the Ulqueat. · ·· .. ,,.·:-: 

rtra~ W11ineas Jlllte atetit:t'l Sworn 

Cl• \Ila~ l• 70ur name? 
A. Kite S\etiU. 
Q. . ... cold ar~ you? 
A. ·a . 

{ Questions atdted thro in.~rter 
( iU.ob&el :&ll.~S1>40A'"' 

Q. Wb.•r• 40 70U wo,,.k? 
•· . Jl() ~ . ' Sb.an. 
Q.. jr•e JOU working there when tJUa aoc!deat .. happned? 

 ••• '.4·" .. ~ .. t•··· . "' ""  . . ~. 
Q •. ~t ·do you do in the mines? 
A• . ·f:~mbeJ-ing. 
Q. -~t part ot Ho.4 were you worklng in when this explo61on .ooourred? 
A •. A~ the .platform with tha miner ( John Pap) 
Q. Were you in the airway or the gellgll'&)"? 

 · ·A. Airway. 
Q• Was it on the East side or West side? 
a. B.s1l aide. 
Q• :v{a. it in the ainay? 
A. l'~a~ 

. ~ •. ' .lfO• tar a'W"-y were you trom the ex_ploe.ion? 
A... r doil t t .know how tar . . 

· Q. ·· ih&~. till~ ot da7 was it? 
A. After 2 o • olooJt. 
Q. 'Iha'~ was the tire~ thing you kn$1\' about th1e acc1d~nt? 
A J(v' light W&IJ out. 
Q.. What did 70u dD then? 
A. Jaat went out. 
Q. Did 7ou eee thfl tire? 
A. No, Just heavy wind. 
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Q.·.· 1".4 10'Clr face ge' ·burAe4\i~l!• a '1le ~-!-''' .. --. .. 
'· ..,, t.b,e •• 414 ao' 40 aq ~ tl~jp1ot•• 
Q._ 1'.baf; 4.t4 7011 40 after the wlJidf'>,,~.z 
49 t'nd out.·; · 
Q.· ·-..re ,_o. .- . 
·.t. I lt&pd aroun.4 uatill th•7:f1Pt,·'118 reei ou1i,the* went up on th$ oage.; 

10.n.e In.apectors... i.~ 
What he. me~• \J7 goilt.g out. la gotng trO!i the_ ~rw&J' 
to the~~ 

 '• ?••· 
Q. . -~e~ 41d JOU go tram th• g&1JgWa7? 

i·'4•< ~- ~ent out of the atrway to the Sans:n7thenup1'1.th the men,, 
_·Q.· . ._at ·414 you ti11d when you went up eere '11• men:were? . 

::~,~-· A.··· I 11&w the mon that we1·e burned. 
Q. ·••re 41d you see theaT 

·A•· .I •• Uhe men in tho gangway, 
q. »l4 1C>U talk to UT ot then that ••re bur.a.et &D4. not killed? .... Bo. . '.   

-,~ .. oit WiQ.eaa lierman Dl&"8·QJ;· . -;·. ·: __ .. -;:·· ... ·.  -,  . .

'~.- <~ •. ·.,,~• 7ou at Bo. 4 Sb.aft on the l&~;;J;hQil :'Mi uplo•.ion ».ppnedt  1 ;:~ nrk ill th• milleat ::r,~,a 

Bwom 

~ l!h&t 4o 70u dot 
·.;_·, ... _"' t ... _ .,, · ~ .... ue-r~, ·  _  
:-(1. _ ae · attenioon _ th1a happ.ned; this hltpptled &bo111; 2 ohlook( See ne.¥t ~ea~J.~~: 
-4. ._.* 1.30 and 2.00. ·. -~ 
• ·. _ _.. . ..._.. 7ou world.Jlg ln the min•-' 
,.. . :taJtht .atna7. · ·· . 
-Q. Were ~JOU. 1r0rking near thie man Stetlnr&f 

<A.• -. ·ro. he was woi-ldnc 1nt1de. l am. working l>eaf.4e these 1Hu1 oloae·d 111.. 
-Q. aow .fal" were 10u troa the acoidentf : '' .· · 
·A•. ·1 o'1ild nct tell JOU, I ha.d gone 0,11-t~ · 
q. ·What 1rU the first thing you mtt? 
A• -x·had gone out t9 the hos pt tal Ti tl1 two laborers trom. the airway .(()r 

tb.e propa, and: while I was oo?Dmi.lq ba"ck the gaa went ott. 
·Q. Wero 7011 1n the etrn.7 meu th9 exp1Qa1on toOk place? 
A." •<>• ·. 
·Q, Wha"t did 70u do then? 
A. I went ~aok in to tee if I oould hstp. I went in as tar as where the · 

turnout comea o_tt the_ ~y, and found 4lbert Do)1sh with the s1d~ 
~hie race blown r/((( out. · 

·Q: .. 1fh~e -there &l:J7 other mftn ther~T · z 

.· J.. •. l .do.'not know it there were men there. 
· Q. · Where 'W&e that? · 

-J.. J.t bran¢.h 2. 
Q. (Jline Inepeotor)When you got him out did uau go 1n at;ain? 
A.. toe. ._ 
Q.. ])1d 1ou tincl t/.rli/r/rJ.; ~boq the a•cond 1;iae? 
4. lio. 1 could not find ~ one,all 1 could aee na battery cord and hai~,on · 

acu. ~ 
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Q,, ( m.ra.e lnapeo,or) Bow long have you lifea· ._,,~ 1n the a1rw87f 
A•' .. '1U• 11 rq aecoou ·pq out ot 1 t. . · . . . 
O.•· ( .· JU.n.e llllpeotor) . l>id 7ou eyer aee ~oq emok,e . tn iah8"? 
A..· l had. a Cleat tellow laboring t.oJ' ae, · I .took a pipe trom h1111. 
Q.. ( ll1n.e lnlpeotor) AH Yo• a Jllinerf · . . · · 
j;. Yee. l took a pipe trom about two w'oekl aao. 
Q. l>14 you eyer aee aq)oq •molte eigarettea there? 
A. »o. 
Q;t .4 )'OU OV&J' 869 '1111 ar.ul. IJUolte a pipe?.. . 
A.e' .a.s· aoon ae l saw that he was going to •t1oke I \look 1t otf him. 
A.- How 1• lo. 4 ventila,ed? 

. '-•' 
Q. 
A.' 

!h• air oomes in the ~7 and out the •t:rwar • 
(liae .tupeotor) What were ;vou. ·doillgt 

~ 

~· .&.. 

Lab0r1ilg. ·· · · : 
,(JllJl. • 1_ upeotor) Were 7011 world.Ag 1ll th.9:re were th .. men t/uwero_. buried.?. "'·. . 
lltpt a.n thq a:re buried •. '!here ••. a 'big tptl 1 thel:'ej{~j{ and thf7 ~re 
·· ·bffldng the 1p1ll, and I waa timbering 1n baok of him~ I waa proppizlB · 
· 1D. ·'baok ot hlm. 

Q. ( Jliae Inspector) lhile you were an7 thh uplo•ton took place? .... ·y··· 
Q.4 (Jd.ne In.apeotor)Oan. you forra any idea in your m1114 where the explosion 

"took place. 
A. 1 woul4 think that 1 t took plaee between the bran.Qh and the apill. 
Q. (Kine Inapeotor) Were ;rou working weat or the ou.ts1de cross-out? .... . Yu • 

(tUne w1ee•or l !he.a tihe Cl.Pill was .... , of 7011 thenf 
A. fee. 
Cl• ii, th&t all 1011 know 1a. r".fereac• tlo ~9ld.DC• th.at; 7011 had talte.n a pipe 

troa lflU>f ·· 
4, I OGllld tell you.. hit aam.e wa.a Joe. 
Q,:. »14 JO\t eyer 1oe Jl&¥boq am.on in ~here' 
A• l· AaT• not Hen aJ111Xld7 smoke in there. 
Q• Are there ord.&rat 
A• Koboq aver said &n¥th1Jli$ a.°ba'J. t 11.!AOking to IH, .u aoon &A ha wen. t; to 

emoltt I took hla pipe. 
Q.• ( ~ Wer:;i 30u wol'jdng w1 th aaret7 18.illpl? 
A. tea with satat7 la;nps and 'ba.ttariea. · · · 
Q. Were th.era matoh¢i:J allowad in th.ere? 
A. Kot la the lfortJtwea\. 01 
Q• 
A.~ 
Q. 
A. 
Q• 
A• 
ct• 
A.~ 

What protection have 7ou from gas explosion? 
fhat l oould not aay. · 
fo notify you that th~ 1d tP3? . 
!here 1e a man in the~\) ~() watch t;lle gaa. 
!heae men are in the ratUl'll. 

tea. 
Bow big 11 the return? 
e toot collar and a foot leg.It is on t.he bottom r..oek si.de th.at cuts ott 

a tew f'eet of the bottom or ~o return. thoro ia a :i toot s1mmp, 
or 4 toot s~. 
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 4 ou th1* the~~·-·,,.-. 
!'he 01\17 expl&aa~ion I oan. g1vt beslde the •n smoking would. be a h,~'f7 

fall ot coal torced the pa «Uti the •lft'a7 amt blow '1-ae @ors ·~ :_ 
an4 proably Mr. ~PIS: waa .e1t'1ng there with h1a- naked 11.ght an4 
•O!Rldng out in the r/f:## gsnp7. ·It llf.gtit ot happened that wa,.-. 
fOl'Oed it ou• the branch iato .the~· · 

Q. !hat la the wa7 it• c®.ld if ha:ppned.ed? . 
A. fha• 18 the 'flay it could ~ne4. 
Q. -q do not Jmow other theae ap1Ua 04ourred atter or betore the gae 

.na' off. · 
A. There are h'o trHh •ptll• in iher~t.. . . 
.Q. Could the explosion ooca.rre4. lat~~ as well as 1ihe ai~ 
.A. 1 4on•t think. m the~ 'beoau&• tile au oo•• in the~-
Q.. Waa he ( Owud.11&') 111 tJio ~q? , · 
.A. tee, You oaanot tell how '11•• •• •re· 1ntt~\. in there. but the men 

right tn&id.e ot ih.e ·'branch ••z• -blrtilOd. 1#'•'~ Dad.. _ 
Q. Bo JOU knGW o~ ~ 1natrue11ou ln ri~ to ·~ in '1teet . " 
A., l 4o aol Jmow ol aiq oal7 1tl •• ~••• · "4•r• ls a .m· in the Bo~> 

Teat to take "11• JBatohe• and olgarettea.. 
q. Row tar 1• \ha~ t.r• hiarit1 
A. J.hout ioo ~. 
Q. !'hen thb. &il' com:ee l>eaidaa goes to the lforthw>:ts·~? 
A. Ya 1\ goen ln an4 oChlle• ou, • 
. Q. It tlle return &ri"J' o.ou1d.ered ~ous? 
A.. ltoboq ever. •aid. anyth.$..Dg to rae ab<i\tt it; !t it goos in the ~or\Jrtreat 

it ie bound to oomo ou'f;. ·· 
Q. (J.Une l..~poc,o:-)\'1~d yoo. ao a~. wai~ to be told 07 a~ne uot to 

•Ollllto or uae a ftals.'Od l1ght 1n '1lO re•urn a-1.r oourao in a p•eOlUI mine?
Bo~ emainl7 not. · A.. 

Q. 
J.. 
Q. 
A.. 
_q. 
,A.. 
Q. 
. J.. 
Q. .... 

'fou hnn, wc:-lted 1.n.: lto. 4 for a OOU)lo ot 1ftu1k87 
!'.a. . 
1• l'o.4 ~mt pract10&ll7 ~1 oem..oted ..-tth Bo. ' ge.seouT 
~fl old litt.14 not cone1d.er9d ga•eou-a. 
(Jal7man) How about ne t/tt Ollr'f'e gangwq. 
It 11: shut down. 
Were there any men eent ~ that morning on aooouilt t>t gno? 
Yeas • 
Were was that? 
In th~ !iorthwat1t • 

Q • There was too ~ g1ts 1n lfo. 4 to work? 
.A. ln the Northweet. 
Q. (Jur~n}Doe&J th.El ~lectr1o1~y_ ntn. in th(>.re? 
A. It•2rtul.S as far 8& tb.e door in the JiTortm"et't. 
Q. ·Does it run we:rtl thl• epill it? 
..A. Bo it does not nut in. .the~e.-t\t··.all; there ie e. mule there to haul the cars.··>
Q. .Did you help carr7 the men 011,T · · 
A.. I onl7 helped oarrr Dobieh. 
Q. What men haYe '!teen right aear_the ,pa? 
A. · I could not tell. I oould net recall the men. 
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Q.. ~o people working 111 the~· AN Aer.tean 0r tueincmn? 
A. Acnli ko tb1r4a are toroills'Aere.l .wu --- onl7 .lag-l!•h •pe•kltl&' penoa·· -
~ 111 th& ati"ca7. 

(4.. I• there aq reuon tor that? 
A. Bo\ t!\8.l I la1oW ot • 
'i• Are *11• Aaericane ad.Titrae to going !Jlt 
.A. I eould aot ~ell ~ ~i.I &a.ked. lUohard.a(Xln• Jonaa}for a Job and he 

ge.n ae a Job laboring 1.n #11'1#.li a ahule.l asked Rou~t;( .Aa~iakn~ 
foJ'GU.ll) tcz a Job mSn!ag• aa4 he aaid. :tft'9h. 10'fJr 'ooh OU~ 1J1 the . 
~ I had ;q papen aiace Obri•aaa. 

Q.. Ia th.ere more. 41tt1calt7 or l&aa d1:tt1ou1.•1 la p•ttq coal at Jf0.4 
A. !he on.17 4.itttru t7 111 ge\tlna eoal ow.' ·5Jt.e. lfc>rthsfft la h¥ JIDlta. 

'Jhe7 cl.id 110t pat the eleotrlo1'7 1a. theft :e aoaOl:IAt onhe ca•= the 
!9.0tff' ruu into the d.ool" am ~e llll.e• pall ;tit/ 1• th• rest tato the 
"12.e p.taoe nre the gaa 11. . · · . 

(l!tue Inapector) Biat la a lontr 41•A114.•-.t'J.'oa nre •h•. aco1U.\ ooearrect. 
Q• (-.,..JMcl all ,our ••• '° .701U' Jmolrl•cfB*• aAeratand. Bll&'lllh~ 
'-• . Tal•18 and. Lu:to an4.-.ratood b.£11111. .ad. K1tld.o11: 1Ulternoo4 _.,'7 goet. 

llt.s111h.,70Q. could apeak ~o Ulera three.a.a 4At Joe JOU ooulct not itpeak 
to Me. 

Q. ( ~) Wba\ b he, a labol.rer or miner? 
.&.. A lattore.r pttah1n th.$ l>ugo. 
Q. 1here 414 7ou !'lad 1Johlab.? 
A. l did not .t1nd h'bleh. he was lying nre OWm.1114 waa altttag. an4 the 
~ oth&r •a were l91a:At at ;h.$ ead ot ae eanoh loadla.g a oar.!bat 
.tel.low tla.at •• #¥(\I here(Steitna) ad hla 111D.4tr were 111 J!aat and 1' 
twal.-4 ht.a aroua.4.and tiie7 wr• lMtff{eff abtalJ.)•' lhl• •p111(11118i111Jc 
a• ... ••Ul ftlomla•4J, aa4 tilere un ho 1Rag:y sen paahlag tile Rm' 
llaek an4 ~~ tald.ag the ahft an7.aa4 tare were h'o Jlltll 1-here 

Q. l-f";!1~1;!o::f iou •ta"4 there ..- a oou.ple of little •pill• along here 
••• •nWJi)then were not theN lthaa JOU were t1uerlng her•(•ee •Im~) 
lt la eT14eat theae two little spill• oa.e el'11erb7 th• exploaiOl'l or 
t'allo.lt ns a1noe 1f3U 'l;fore .there t~ e81lt. 

A. Yu. . -
~. Were these tollon in thera? 
J.. lea. & prett7 good pieee. 1he driver was Jdllect.I could not uy,"1fere he u.a, 

and. th& throe m&n are closed in th.ere {a&e akn\oh}. I took three 
laborer• rith m when I wnt wt tor ·tae pol.ea. 

Q. When 3011 ware working 1.u there did 1Qt1 se;, ~ ar40ld.ng. or d.id they 
uae aated li&tJ.te t 

.&. No. !'he onl.7 Um l :romemb.,r mos they. tri<sd to U&OJte wu the dq a, 
l~r ~$ io smoke. 

Q. Bad WV ot th• t~ to amoke't 
A. llo. 
Q,. )tine Iuapeetor }Wu 5t1ckltrtr{Shan Foreaatl)ln ~ere! 
A. Yea. aa4 he &ftY'e Oondn.g- strict ord.GH that it~ in.tert'or-1. Tith, ithe 

ep!llj( to let h1m. knOtr and he woult eae ~ ~would no~ work Ulltill 
it was cleaned. ~ 

C'i· Bow 4o 7011 :tnow that •Olllfl ot tho 'l!l&fl/Jm 111 the l'oriilln•t ...- ~? -
.&.. !hq YRt 1a tJo work with ae. · 
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~ ·rcni'we.re W'OR1iaC wl1ih '•aA '. )1ami)8t': ·-~· .~, 
•• ..,. 1..,. .. kt•eq 4. .· 
Q. »9 ... tilq allow a.keel U.pil 1Ji -.. ~-- .. · . . 
·•· ..... ·fiUJIOi-..u• th• beoaue:~·~ .. 11.flteah.air la. the ga~. 
Q. ».o th~ue -- ott ·'1ttt ~ ...... 
Q.. Ill.Or.& do '11.e .ban the ·fellow that taJtM fihe --~•f 
A. Ia JJ.4tn{ aee 1.Ite'.\Gh) .a\ the ltor~gt. 
Q. How are -07 w.orklna- to get tb.o111 outf 
J.. fllq are 'A'Orklag at the•e cx·ou.-euh •ad ~.Jdng 1n thb °fta7• 'the7 ae 

. ~-· w~Jd,ng• ~- ·. tf;f'mut.. ·1m.JB• -
l~ ,1~4 aO.ihiag $bout a ~pill. tlvlt. Cl;~" ~ gae oft that Mb• a lot - 'Q. 
ot gaa 1Jl a OoJlpaoi •pace. · ··· 

J.. llo• . 
DJ.4 ·70V satety lap eh.ow gee m.tle ,.ou ~~ lat .... ' .:.-

anr··1011g were :ou tl1l'fq from there? 

·Q· ... 
~-. 

A. 
Q. 

1 'l•fi ript after n ha4 om· dt1u1•1'.• .i>o• a italt. .an hR"Dr• 
(Gae Iupe.otor)l'1o J011 tblllk it na po•1Jb.te ~ rour abao.ace tq have atnok a 118--q teri.er? .. 

A. a.., .0&144 haft une· that. 
Q. Where. the,- J1l•t pickiaf: this ap11~1 upf 
A. ~··;~t bjhg"to pt tale •plll. 

Jfar17 lldlao71• ~1.rd "1 tn&•• sworn 

··Q.·. · ~ t• •orklnB in lfo.4 on September l.6th., about two o'clook? 
A. t4'e~ . 

· ~. bt pl.rt ot lfo.4- ftN :you working 111? 
.... & ....... ,. 
ca. ,._. Idpector) Was tha1; ~ llo. 4 Shatt? 
A. r ... 
«i. (Jd.ae Inspeo•rl Wha\ side? 
A. -~·et4e. 
Q. waere·a'boltu were 70U 011 t:hia •k91;Qlrt 
J.. . ~ 100 1eet up w ~urv.out trcm Bo. 2 br&noh. . 
Q. *' wu the t1ret Ghiag ;rou mew about; tha flQlo'51onf 
A.. 1 ~11 the wind. · 
Q. l>id. J:o1l ••• AA)' fin?. 
4. •o. n.othiaa onl7 abo.Te ua. 
Q. WA&t 414. 7ou do wh~ 70'f1 heard. the eiploeioa? 
A.• 1 did not do nothing. 
Q. Did. 'IOU cowi 1W tfte ~f? 
A. I ~14 them. ·to go out the gangwq. 
Q. When JOU came out ft.at did. 70\l find.1 
A.. I ran ·illto the uml.e.I Juat came out the gailgwa7 on. rq hands and kae~a al14 

- rn iltto the male. 
Q'. (tine lmpaotor)Where did you find the mle. 
L Jight at Bo • .2. bra110h 1n the middle ot the. ga.Dg'A7• 
Q. ft.at d.id 7011 .dOT . 
A. I aeea Willie St1Clclor coming 1n and I aalte4 for a aatet7 lamp. and I 

wen~ baok in. again.. 
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~, 

: 1£:§~1::~:::="··~ ... q--~ 
-~ x- .. 4on. •• •haft •ltott~ two 7flU'a· - . 
"- Art-JOU° wmd!lB _._ till• l"ff~ a1naj? _ _ ,
-:A,.:· •o ~ -•Ill! 1~ boa:s, ._ad- l go ol117 1ll ~he ~.. 

- q,, 1>14 -JOU• enr-ceet these tellow1 ld>.o ?:Ql!'k 111 th•<~,414 70U eTer·~--
--_ - -'., --t9. ·~ aiq'bodJ ·~ e1garot'8•f

- J;~ :10t\ ... $l(e,   

Q. :-... ~: ~4. ~ ••• ~~- -811.0kef -
--J.~'---Iit."Jbe ~' h ntwer go in the a!~  -- .  -  
· :a It ·r-· Juul no ba.silteaa in the airway fo\1-w~~"'°' 1mOW whether the7 emo~;;;":: 

>J_ _ -oi- ao•. _ : _ _ 
-"~ . Do ';-q allOlf Mb4 ugh'e la the ge.., .

'Ck· -:-Whij Mee '1l•7 .4o uot ha.Te aatoheaf 
· o;~:" 1~ l.l • .atw\1ns nl•· · 
-~- »14?7.U e?er ••e &01"'b<>d1' punlih&d to;, .ttt· -
~-:;. ~--.. t to W. it ~•7 aia•t. _ ~~-:'I~~, _ _._ ~t aiqbOq ~' .. ., 
;.ut ._,...., ha .... 14*& !low W.a acelctent hap~? _- . . . . -. 
-. .,; "'U,,~ fttl.l°-'F{llUhlclc)O&me 01li .- o..._ .. ,. aD4. he •• out aa4 gaTe -~-

;~: _ >: __ t a •1-~~"- a.lut "5C>oJc one ~-e~t, l:·4f1 • .-.-1'11.e~ he -went lD. w1'11 
- ; - : J;tl o~ Jl:C>'· . 

Q._ - Ye.re na. all ~lag? 

-~' --~--~J. ...... -ft.· hldngf 
J..' tea. _ 
Q.: lh.1cli oae y:u that't 
A.. Joe -'K1•111Ck. 
c:f: .(~) tr h$ 1reitt la he would h&Te to pile ~- going 1Jl wi,th the . ~~-~. - -. - -.. .ea-re . ' 
-A.. Tea, bU.t -you_ can e8$1lir pua h.1m with a ctpr$t~. 
Q;' •0111.d h• ban to P"• b.1- 'ri~ that lit ~tu? 
A.._ Yee:.:·,-bli~ li• -..- looking tor ears, and ~j,~;,-1'9 _he-. did 11~t -_pan &IQ' •ttan.Uon. 
___ J:lituLtll&• irorlS;'.8 tn ther-j.a suppoa,_ed~~o-Jiave e~ftn()t to so in there with 
:''.' _a t/HH.1¥; •!pre,tte. - _ -- : _ :_ ~ -:: -, : ~ _ - _ ' _ · 

J.,;' ·!hare 1.a quite a tew do a lot o~ smo~ng oit 1ih,e ·a17. 
Q.' VO -,ou. nor ••• aa,1 -

- A.. Bo, bt.t jOu oan ameli it. 

Joldrtb. 1fibe•• - Id.ward Kenned.J' Sworn 

Q'. · You were working in 1f9. 4 abaft on the Jae~ lide, September 16th, about 
wo o'oloek • 

.&.. Tea air. 
Q.. fha.t la the da7 ot the accident? 
A. Yea air. 

(., J 



~· ' :.~ 

·... ~~ 

•• ' ..... JR U ~ 'Che alnllf- ~ c~ alu.-J"' . •• 
.&., •• · l. ea a l02ld$!. · .-P . . . .. ·. '.> .. - r~'f-

ct. . .._. .... were.,-. worklng la 1ke ~-~ 
la.· lit tile gugmq. bu\ r1gb.'t betor the dp1os~on 'WW tor a prQ•• and ll1eaa1v-. 
a.· a.ea·7ou nrtt oom•ng-'baak the uplelon -~, · 
.a.. ru. . . 
-~ ?011 llad bee ~ \here· all morning? 
·A.· Tea trom •bottt 9 o•olock. 
Q. Jfay~"1'0"4 we>n:ed iti t.llat air place batoret 
A. · !ha~ was. tho first time I war worked· there. 
~-~--.-.J~n.~ In.apector)Row long h~ve }'OU b&ttn workblg ln. the :return a1r course? 

·._._.._., .• _/• Onl7 that dey. . 
(l, · bl. the JIOnling whlle 1')U were working ~- did 70\t eee ntiybod.J' 010ke? 
~j~. . ' 

G: ~ :)'011 Qlf.Jl.1 peopltt e!!lOld.ng inside., Cm't you emell that, did 10• eTer 
.. :· .. ''.~'1• ,.,, 

:'-!~· •o• 1 414 1lcR aeu tt. 
•~ .. :M4 JOU ftlBll ~ tob&Oco aU.O~Y 
..... .wo •.. 
Q.· . ., tfJile? 
A. ao. 

.~. ·~ 

Q.: IJa.a\. hap.fG.ed when the exploa1ott oecurrett' . . . 
.A..'· 'Ve ...... ~- fOJ.i a prop troia lfo. a d.nray to J!!o. 4r oroae bole, paaad iro 1 

· ~-·and oomming batik in eea we Mt the -~. •d we lett the prop 
~ ~l tile ewr 191¥#. woul.4 :pus.and. •1' on tho prop a little bi'• 

. _.·«!'.tit th.a:\ the uploaton tock plaO•• · 
(l..' Tot(~ ihe uplotiOA wba~ did JO'tl 4.ot 
Ac:, -.·'ft.:~ ....i•• oa ·ae taoe. 
Q.·· a.-\. &a ¥• 4o anq1 
t. · W.·.w.- -. -.to ae aoapital. 
ct. »14~ go 11'1 au all? 

A. .. -~ 
~-- »14 )'OU tatk to ~ of theee fellows tbatl ,._ lnJ\tr&Cl ud not ldlled.t 
.. so.,. ··0'817 .Jolla EO&. . 
Q.' n.a..t 4Cie6 he 401' 
A.' Bi12tJit •. 
._ Wlla\ 414 h• liavo. to atty about !t1 ._ 
.&.. Ha M14 he 3" lmOok.94 doa. nth the -wld ot *- 9S}'Jloa10t1. . 
Q.. J>arl.g. the :SO.ming did you 6Itell ahJ" o1g8l"&tte maoke in the return a1l"ft7? 
A. s.· sir;. 
Q.;' You have worked. in :tro. 4- boforo? 

-A.· · I htlve 1ft>i'k.:ed in there dnce th~ tir•t ot ..r~. 
Q.:' ~VS. JT()u ever ;uen thoro eomkO en tl-..e gangny? 
J.. On the !Qain ga.ngw&y but not tn th1i air way, or in the lforthweet where I am:. 
Q..,. Did 10-u aae any of them 3t10k6 t.ha\ me-ming? 
A..' !lo air. 
Cl. 'lhie gaa th.at C)&USed. the uploalon. can 10U nell it betore !t happned? 
...... l'o. 
11nh ·wttmua !homaa ~ a.om 
~ w-.· 7011 working in lto. 4 :a.an. !ui ale about a o'cloek on the afternoon 

ot Septeaber 16th. 
"--- Yn S.lr. 

(8) 



·~ 

~  

~ at\ 1a ~~.:,~- a ida«rt ·.. .
A.: ao-·1 •• · · >troaa. · ·.. · ·.. . . . ... ·. • ... · 

· !1--~nz:eJ:!~~~:ia:!:~· ~~':i~:*-,p t1da mtol&'. '-·~· 
~ 1bat1i'aa tiut·flftti ~JOU lmew. ~/1th4tt.~· felt '11.e ;rln4t 
~- t••· ··.. . 
~ Whai 4t4 Joa dot 
.A.~ I JUlipK in \he di ,oh.. 
~ J.ftGr 1~ Uli over you orapt out? 

__ .&; ros.: 
.• >Q; Dl4. 'JOU. SM guwllJIB'f 

.L ··~. . • ~ Whe~ d.itl JOU go? 
-._.•.&.; I wet qui to saute 21 ud ttayod th.er• t1)r a "While .and JJat the motorman ">~· 

eom-Sug ou~ with a Ji8n• und. then I weni t~ $b.e hospital • 
. ~ ., .JOU S::IC.ltO 1n the ~ayf 

.,f.. i.a. btlt not 1n tWt ~. 
' <Q~ ;l'oll.-l!IQb and haw ~ 11~? 

' .:, A;:: .t• •b. . . .. . 
Q. . .. .... J'Ott . .v.- \tOJ"Dd la We •11'1'&1' .... •. . . 

Q. lOll nw ~ ~ Ai'(Jtiltd ~of 
A.;. Tee. 
~· J)14 tiut7 ·~ o:tt theref 
J.. ... 
Q., l'o&i~ ao~ aatike on '46 wn ~ · 
A. . 1- 70fl ~~-~ oa the -.bl ~ lm.t nd\ lit 1Jhe a.tna7. 
fl• f*'1tt_ lu~J") J>ld 7aa hear or ~ ·ll'IOldnc la a. atnq? 
£, tq •~ lanv·hear4 el~ llll>kl!IB u•a .... 
-~'-~~:pa:Wer heard eq ~lm that \M outlet a.-e 1• Tera paaoaa • 
. . Wt.at it \fO'Elld be d.NtgerOUll \o ••:t.et 
~ tea ab'. 
'-'- llW• taq at.raid. of th1e rnun alr? 
A. t... .. ; 
((. .u.r&.14. tlo lips a l.tctit tM.ret (Miu ~) 
A. Tea. . 
Q. · l¥taa .. Ju:ohlor) I.a tar ~a ,,-m. :tAO'lr, do 7ori lmow OJ> «o yon not Jmow 1fhether 

a aa1m4 lipt was 2.ll~ u thllt r•tiurn ai~e1' 
~ Io. 
Q. (lll.Ae laapeotOJ") It WU l\Ot allowed? 
A. 1io 11r. 
Q. Do 7011 know of an-yens SA10king cigarettes ther&? 
~ Io, l never ce.u;d'lt oigar1:tttes there. J.baut 'th

0

i1? telleT' Joe 111.ehiclt he had 

:

· h• had co;ae OU't on \;he turnout and gt.Te m.e ~ oige.rettte and. gave the 
-other· 1ou.or boa~ Qtl8 and he emptied the box and· nn:t baok 1n he ft.& 

not in 10 minuten unt.111 bhe ezplosion; but Wh•thm- ~- lit it or not 
I 4on•t kncJlr.Re had a cigarette ta hls mouth When. he tt/NHI lea.Yl»g u. 

Q. Did he go _put Gunning? 
~ (KIB• lnlpoc~) liot leoe•aari}J'. 
Q~ Bow woul.4 he go in'o the pla<Je? 
A. (till• Iupee~or)lle oould g0 ill ~oup hare(ne lk.9'°11) 
Q. lb.at are C111m1nga du.ties f 
A. ("1.u Iupeotor) He Loobd. alter theae people(th• mrm mo are iaJuree amt 

Xilled) 
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