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MINE FIRE AT THE BOSTON MINE

The fii-e at the Boston mine, Plymouth No. 5 Collieiy, of the Dela-

ware and Hudson Compan}', May 10, was the third one to occur within
a month. The first was at the Pancoast, April 7, and the second at the

Gipsy Grove breaker. April 27.

The number of lives lost in the Boston mine was live. Fortunately
the fire occurred on the night shift or the loss of life would probably
have been much greater.

In the verdict of the coroner's jury it is said that "the fire was
started by some person or persons unknown to the jury and that it

was of incendiary origin.'' If the evidence submitted warranted
this verdict the authorities of Luzerne county, through the district at-

torney and county detective, should spare no effort or expense lo

(ind the guilty person and see that proper punishment is inflicted, as a

fire of this kind may be started in almost any mine and may endanger
the lives of hundreds of employes. I am not aware that any eft'ort

has been made or is being made by the authorities of Luzerne county
or by the coal company to apprehend the guilty person or persons, but
] hope that some effort of that kind is being made.
To my personal knowledge this is the first fire of incendiary origin

inside of a coal mine, but several such fires have occurred on the sur-

face.

According to the report of Inspector D. T. Davis, the fire occurred

at the mouth of man-way on Red Ash Vein Crop. "About half a

dozen sets of hard wood timber, especially selected and suitably pre

pared, bark peeled, with lagging composed of three inch plank on
lop and sides over-lying the timber were used in order to prevent the

clay from rushing in and ol)structing tlui ])assage-way. Beyond and
in close proximity to this a i)ortiou of the man-way was driven through
the rock on an angle of approximately twenty degrees, Avhich pene-

trated the vein. The volume of air entering through this opening,
v.'hich was the in-take, was from 40,000 to 50,000 cubic feet per minute.
The velocity of the current Avas so great that sparks were conveyed
to the coal and the ignition was almost instantaneous. The products
of combustion, both comjilete and incom])lete, p]-o<lucing carbon
monoxide and carbon dioxitle gases, were conveyed Avith the air and
circulated to all })()rli(»ns of l."> \'ein workings. 'I'liis lyortion of the

mine is non-gaseous, but, in order to further safeguard ihe lives of the
persons employed therein, a fire boss was on duty constantly. The east

and west side of this jdane was ventilated by two sejtarate currents.

Those em])loyed on the east side escai)ed with much dilliculty as thf»

smoke entered the workiugs in such a dense volume as to make it

utterly impossible for them to see in what direction they were going.
'J'hey were compelled to gi'ope and feel their way until No. S funnel.
Top split of Red Ash A'ein, Jiad been reacluMl and an iudei»e.ndent cui--

ront of air from a ])ortion of the UpjxM' Split was encountered. The
persons employed on the west side of l'.i })lane were less fortunate, as
their bodies were found in the face of Two West airway, at whicli
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l>laee they were engaged at work. It seems that aocordiug (o the con-

dition of the bodies, for theii- dinner pails were fonnd by their sides,

tliey mnst have made a great effort to reacli a place of safety, bnt not

being able to do so on account of the density of the smoke, retreated

to the face of their working place, at which place their bodies were

discovered.

The bodies of the driver and door boy were fonnd on the plane, at

Ihe entrance to a lift on the east side. The officials of the mine did

all in their power to rescne the victims. Several persons were en-

gaged in making an effort to smother the fire and others were inside

the mine changing the conrse of the current so as to send fresh air

to Ihe section of the mine to where the victims were employed.

The workings of 1l> plane are so arranged that the ventilating fan,

located at the main hoist shaft, abont a mile from the snrface en-

trance to the man-way, controls the currents circulating through

the mine.

Doors had been erected and thrown back, so that in case of emer-

gency they conld bo immediately closed Avith the desired effect of

reversing the current in the interior of the mine. The officials and
miners were greatly surprised that the fire should do so mnch damage
in a place that was least expected, and at such a peculiar time, but

the smoke, instead of gradually l>ecoming more dense, entered the mine

in great volumes, overcoming the employes who had perfect knowledge
of the means of ingress and egress of this portion of the mine. In

order to ascertain in what manner the fire originated, I instructed

D. W. Dodson, Coroner of Luzerne County, to hold an intiuest."

The following verdict was rendered by the jury:

"That the said William Anglanicz came to his death (m the lOlh

day of May, 11)11, at the Boston Colliery, D. & H. Coal Company,
from being snft'ocated ])y smoke in said colliery. John Russbuski,

Jacob Kurrilla, John Afalast and George Fender all lost their lives

at the same time and place, and from the same cause. William

Anglanicz was a laborer. The evidence shows that all these deceased

men were working on the night shift, and that about ten o'clock in

the evening a fire broke out at the opening of the man-way, and the

smoke from this fire in great (piantities peneirated the ])art of Ihe

mini' in which they were working and suflocated them almosf im-

mediati'lv. Six men Avorking in another part of the mine were able

to work tiieir way out through (me of the other openings. The

evidence shows thai the said mine had three avenues of escape. The

manwav, through which the men made their way into the mine, has

several sets of tindx'r at the ojiening, and it was at this point that the

fire originated. This manway also served as an intake for air.

Fifty thousand cubic feet of air j)assed in per minute. The jury

visited the mine in order to inspect it, and from this inspection, as

well as from tlie evidence, we find that the fire was started by some

pers<m or ])ersons unknown to the jury, and that it was of incendiary
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oi-i^iii. >\\' l>;'li('.M' ilijit all inriaiiiiiialilc iiiatrrial whatsoever slnmld
lie elimiiialeil I'lom the mines wherevei- and whenevei- it is possible to

do so.

(Signed)
Thomas J. Hat ton,

John J. Boney,
James Williams,
Thomas D. Lloyd,

AN'm. I. Williams,
David Phillips."

The min(* lire at Ihe I'ancoast mine created such an excitement
amoni!,- the jnining- p()]ndali«)n that the le*;islatnre passed an act

AN'hich I have no donht will ])revent the recnrrencc^ oi' snch calas-

tiojdies. The acL reads as follows:

"No. 788

AN ACT

To safej<;uard life in the coal mines of the Commonweailh of Pennsyl-
vania, and to ])rotect and })rese'rve Ihe ])roperty connected tlu>re-

A\itli, l»y ]»rovidin^- that all inside bnildinns shall be ccmsti-nctcd of

incombnstible material; and providing ])enalties for failure to com-
]>ly with the terms of this act, and making a violation thereof by
mine superintendents a misdemeanor.

Sectitm 1. Be it enacted, ^:c.. That within six months after Ihe

api)roval of this act, all buildings inside of any coal mine in l*ennsyl-

vania, including engine houses, pump houses, stables, et cetera, shall

be constructed of inci^mbustible material, approved in writing by the

Chief of the Department of Mines: Provided, however, That the

time may be extended by the Chief of the Department of Mines, for

a period not exceeding six jnonths, u])on sufficient cause shown by any
person, firm or coi*])oration, of inability to comply ^^ith the provisions
of section one as to the time therein specified.

Section 2. Any company failing to comply with section one of this

act shall be subject to a penalty of five hundred dollars, to be recover-

able by the Commonwealth as debts of like amount are now by law re-

coverable. Any sni)erint anient of a coal mine failing to comply
A\"ith section one of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon c<^n^•iction shall be sentenced to i)ay a fine of one hundred
dollars, or undergo imprisonment in 1he county jail for a p(M'iod of

ten days, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section .'!. The fim^s collected for violation of this act shall be
jtaid to th(! Dej)artni(»nt of .Mines, and the Department of Mines shall

pay the same into the Ticasury of the Commonwealth.
Section 4. All acts or ]>arls of acts iiuousislenl \\i\\\ the |)ro-

visions of this act be and the same arc hereby i-ei)ealcd,

Ai)proved—The loth dav of Juiu". A. D., PJJl.

JODX K. ti:nkb."

It is the hope of ihe Dej>artment that on the l.lth day of June, 11)12,

when the ])('iiod of one year fi-om Ihe date of approval of the act shall

have expired, the stables, i»ump-houses, engine-houses and all other
buildings in the coal mines of this Commonwealth will be made of

incombustible material.


