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f{l-;POln' OF t-\ HO I 0T I NCi t\Ct I DENT AT WASII l N<;TON KO, f> Ml ~H: 
FHA N I\ L I N , .'•·1 A I< Y LAN IJ 

,JAN U AU Y 2 5 , l 9 o B - 5 l<l L LED 

(From Lhe 
0 ,,ntnt11l llepor-t'' of' Lhc-• Mine Inspector for· 1\l]eguny 

n n d Gu rt· t~ L t Co u n U e s , Md , , Ma y l , I ~H) 8 Lo Mn y l , t 9 0 [J ) 

The n1ost tUstr·c~s:=dng minP ncc.ident of Lhe year, or I may say, 
in the history of mi11jn,:t in the George'r:; CJ'eek Vnl lPy, o curred nl 
L ht~ \,r us h i n g t. on M i 11 C:'' No . 5 , n ea r F r a JI k 1 i n • H e re o 11 Monday mo r n i n g , 
J an, Hlt • y 2 5 , fi v e m f~ n w c re k J1 ] e d ; L w o o u t r i g h L , two d y i n ~ w j t h i n 
ten hours nfter lhe nccidr-~nt, and anotln~r on t.he day follo\~1 j11g Lhe 
n cc i den L . N in e n the t· s h 1 E· t1 e more or I es s s er i o us J y i n .ju red . A 
laborer, aged 18 yenrs, sing.le, und a blacksmith, aged ,JG, rnan·if~d, 
were killed outrighl. A cnrpe."ter aged 22 year·s, single, and u mine 
l n b o r E~ t· , t:t g e cl 2 fi y e a 1 • R , s i n g l e , s u s t. a i n P i u .j u r i e s r r o m tv h i c h L h e y 
d i e d sh o r t. .l y n f t e r t h c~ n c c i de n t . A we .l g h - ma s t e r , 2 2 ye a rs o J d , 
m n r r i C! d , d i e d f r om i n J u r i. es rec e i v e d U-v o day s l n t e r· • 

The accident occurred on the plane, early in Lhe mortdng. 1 l 
w us the f i 1· s t t r i p nm . The men we re r i d i n g up L he pl an e lo l he i r 
w o r k , as had been the cu s tom f o r them to do . The i tl c U n e - pl 1nH~ i s 
very steep nnd about 2,200 feet long, wh.ich no do11bL cuused muny to 
1 g no t' e the d n n g e r n n d t· id e up . 

lu the middle of the inc1ine-plune there.:. is n double Lrack, 
where the lonrled cAr descending passes LhP c~mpLy Ci, r goi.11g up. At 
th i ~ po i n L n n u u L 1.vn u L i c s w j t c h i s u s e d , so c u n s t r u c Led t h n L t h ~ 
l o 1:1 de d c fl r • g o i n g d own 1 pa s s e R t h roll g h and 1 e u , · t.':! ~-' L he J n t c he s i n 
proper position for Lhe empty n.1· 1 ascending on the--- fol.lowing Lrip. 
to pass on U10 oppos .i te 3 idP. The ace j den L trnppened 011 the first 
tr.ip on Monday mor·ning, \"1-1 ich nccounts fo1· f.O 1111:H1r men be1 ng on the 
car. No cars hnd been run on the pJ.nne s.iricP 0aLurdny evening. For 
s om e 1· ea s o 11 n o L C" J ea 1 • , l. h e f i. r ~ t t r i p o n M o n d a :v , w i L h f i f L e e n me n , 
some~ on the ins i.de of the cnr·, and otherR standing on the front and 
rct1r bumpers, ran in on the wrong trnclc nnd collided with the 
l o ad e d ear d e s c E.~ n d j_ n g , k i l J .i n g f i v e a 11 d i n ,j u r L 11 g n i n e • as s La L e d 
be r o re . 0 f th c r· j f t. n e n o n the c a r o n l y o n e e s c n p e d be j n g i n j u red , 
and strange to say, this mun was riding on L.he front of the car 
going up the jncl!ne. 

On ht~ in~ no Li f i ed 1 h'Pll t to the· scene of the ace iden t.. and made 
J:l t, h o t' o u g h i n v e .s L i g u L i o n • I t: x a m j IH:~ d L he s \-v .i L c h c n l' e f u 1 l y a n d f o u n d 
i t j II g o o d tv o r k j 11 g c o n d i t i o n , i n r a c t , no t t h P J P a s L i m Pa i t' e d . Th e 
onl~· logic1:1J co11cl11sion :-u-; Lo Ute cuusP of this frightful .. ccident 
i S L ha l, uw~ l fl t C' tH~ S h' P l' f"! C h H II f:s (-~ d 8 0 Ille t j m f" b P t \\'PP 11 t ll e L l In e O r L h P 

Inst run on Sa 1.u r·day and t.he ill - r a t.nd unP 011 ~tnnday 1110 t'l1 i ng • wh j ch 
d ea l L d P 1.t U 1 11 r Id i 11 .i tt r y t n s u m ;lf 1 ~-
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