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s t o p p i n g s o f r o i i r i t t i - a n d b r i c k , u s e d f o r g u i d i n g t h e v e n t i l a t i o n i n t o t h e
i n t e r i o r o f t l i e m i n * - , a l l M o w n o u t w i t h f e w e x c e p t i o n s , b u t o t h e r w i s e t h e
m i n t * i s n o t m u c h i n j u r e d .

\W c m i s h b - r t h i s a \ * r y g a s * * « » u s m i n e a n d f o u n d e x p l o s i v e g a s i n l a r g e q u a n t i -
t y s i n a l l o f t h t * i n t e r i o r w o r k i n g s , a n d e v e n a f t e r t h e v e n t i l a t i o n h a d b e e n r e-
s t o r e d , a s a t p r e s e n t , w m f o u n d t h e m i n e g e n e r a t i n g e x p l o s i v e g a s v e r y f r e e l y.

« l n - l i e v e t h e m i n t - t o h a v e 1 M-* * H w o r k e d w i t h o p e n l i g h t s w i t h b u t v e r y f e w
e x c e p t i o n s. W e a n * o f t i n. * o p i n i o n t h a t t h e t o t a l v o l u m e o f a i r i n c i r c u l a t i o n
i n t h e i n t t - r i o r w o r k i n g s a t t h e t i m e o f t h e e x p l o s i o n w a s i n s u f f i c i e n t t o k e e p
t i n * m i n e m a s a f e r e n d i t i o n . W r y f e w o f t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e e x p l o s i o n w e r e
k i l l e d a s t h e r e s u l t o f t i n - f o r c e d e v e l o p e d b y t h e e x p l o s i o n . H u t b y t h e a f t e r
d a m p w h e n t r y i n g t o m a k e - t h e i r e s c a p e.

W e a r e o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e d i s a s t e r w a s t h e r e s u l t o f a n e x p l o s i o n o f
H r* * d a m p i n t e n s i f i e d b y t i n - t o n ] d u s t o f t h e m i n e. T h i s g a s w a s f i r e d e i t h e r b y
o n e < > f t h e o p e n l i g h t s u s. d b y t i n* e m p l o y e s o r b y a n e l e c t r i c s p a r k o r H a s h
f r o m a n a n f u n n e d b y t i n * e l e c t r i c a p p l i a n c e s i n u s e i n t h e m i n e.

T h e r e e x i s t s a d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n a m o n g t h e i n s p e c t o r s o n l y a s t o t h e r e a l
a g e n c y t h a t t i r e d t h e g a s . a n d a s t o t h e t e a l l o c a t i o n a t w h i c h t h e e x p l o s i o n
o r i g i n a t e d. T h i s d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n i s d u e t o t h e p e c u l i a r c o n d i t i o n s n o w e x-
i s t i n g. I t i s i l u > o p i n i o n o f t h e i n s p e c t o r s t h a t i f t h e g a s w a s t i r e d b y a n e l e c t r i c
s p a r k , t i n - e x p l o s i o n o r e u n v d i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f N o. 2 5 e n t r y , a n d i f a n o p e n
l i g h t w a s t h e a g e n c y t h a t t i l e d t h e g a s , i t o c c u r r e d a t s o m e o t h e r p o i n t i n t h e
m i n e.

W
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f l > i < * l e s l i n i o n y g i v e n a t t i p * i n o n e s l b y ( l i e e n g i n e e r i n t i n * ] M i \v e r
l i n n s e s e e m s i n s n p p o i l i l i e o p i n i o n o f ( l i t * i n v e r t o r s a s t o ( I n * c a u s e
o f t i n * e x p l o s i o n , l i e s t a t e d l l i a l a t 7.-11 o'c l o c k ,

e u i t b r e a k e r b l e w m i l a m i ( l i e e x p l o s i o n f o l l o w e d a l m o s t i n s t a n t l y ,

v e r d i r l o f t h e d n r v i s a s f o l l o w s :

P. M ., 1 h e c i r -

Tl le

“W e f i n d t h a t J o e I l a g e i'd i s h , F r a n k R i s k e y a n d o t h e r s , c a m e t o t h e i r d e a t h
a s t h e r e s u l t o f a n e x p l o s i o n o f g a s a n d d u s t i n t h e N a o m i m i n e o f t h e U n i t e d
C o a l C o m p a n y.

T h i s g a s s e e m s t o h a v e a c c u m u l a t e d f r o m i n s u f f i c i e n t v e n t i l a t i o n a n d w a s , w e
h e I i t * v e , i g n i t e d f r o m i I n'* a n h i n g o f t h e « l e m r i c w i r e s o r a n o p e n l i g h t a t s o m e
P« dnt n o t d e f i n i t e l y l o c a t e d.

W e c o n d e m n t h e u s e o f e l e c t r i c w i r e s o n r e t u r n a i r c u r r e n t s , a n d w e f u r t h e r
n d o m n t i n * u s e o f o p e n l i g h t s i n a l l g a s e o u s m i n e s.
W e w o u l d r e c o m m e n d t h a t h e r e a f t e r a n a i r s h a f t b e o p e n e d u p w h e n t h e

w o r k i n g s r e a c h a p o i n t *1 , 0 0 0 f e e l f r o m t i n * m i n e o p e n i n g. F u r t h e r , t h a t t h e
M i n i n g C o m m i s s i o n a p p o i n t e d b y t i n* O o v e r n o r r e c o m m e n d s u c h a m e n d m e n t s t o
f i n * m i n i n g l a w s t h a t h u m a n l i f e w i l l h e p r o t e c t e d a n d t h e p r e s e n t l a w s b e
m o r e r i g i d l y e n f o r c e d.

( - i »

< S i g n e d )

A r t h u r S. H a g a n , M. !>. , C o r o n e r.
H a i r y R. B o y d.
C l a u d e H. T r u x a l.
N. B e r t L o w'm a n.
C h a r l e s C h e e s e m a n.
W o o d a I I . L a n g e.
A m b r o s e H. B r a d l e y.

T h e 1 )a IT M i n e 1 > i s a s|o r

* M i l u f t i n - m o s t p r o s p e r o u s v e i n s e v e r k n o w n i n I I n * b i t m i n i m u s
c l o s e, m a r r e d b y s e v e r a l d i s a s t e r s o f u n u s u a l

e x p l o s i o n a t t h e D a n - m i n e o f t i n * I’i t t s-
l o e a l e d n e a r - l a e o b s C r o o k , W e s t m o r o l a m l
p e r s o n s w o r e k i l l e d , w a s t i n * m o s t s e r i o u s

r e g i o n w a s , a t i t s
m a y n i i I m b *. < > f i hose. |b e
B I I R P R C o a l C i H n p a n v ,

C o u n t v. bv w l i i e l i -j:;n
O l i o.

T i n - a c c i d e n t
I > < ‘r e inber .

o c c u r r e d a b o u t I I ..‘J i t o n ( b e m o r a i n e o f t i n - 11)1 1 1 o f
I ’o r s o n s i n t i n - v i c i n i t y o f t h e m i n e d e s c r i b e H i e e x p l o-

s i o n a s a n a w f u l r u m b l i n g
u s s i o n t h a t s i i o n k 11i e m -a r b v b u i l d i n g s

T i l e

f o l l o w e d b v a l o u d r e p o r t a n d a e o n -
a n d w a s f e l l w i t h i n a r a< *

<l i n s o f s o v r r j i l m i l o s. I b i n ' n t i i b * i s ;\ s l o p e o p e n i n g i n t l i e

Rob
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Pittsburg coal scam and it was never deemed a van dangerous
mine, inasnmeli as it generated only a small percentage of explo-

sive gas and was worked with open lights.
Daniel R. Blower, temporary inspector of the Nineteenth Dis-

trict , in which the mine is situated , reached the mine a short time
after the explosion occurred. The inspector of the district, W. J.
Neilson , and eighteen .of the other inspectors, were notified by the
Department of Mines to go at once to the assistance of Inspector
Blower.

The explosion had been so terrific in its force that the inspectors
were convinced upon a superficial investigation that it would be
impossible for any of the entombed workmen to be rescued alive,

as the after damp they found pouring out of the openings would
have smothered any person that had escaped the force of the explo-
sion. The Chief of the Department of Mines reached the scene of
the accident the second day after the explosion and arranged

ith the General Manager of the company, Mr. George W. Sclilued -
erberg, for throe inspectors to go into the mine with each shift of
men, each shift to remain inside four hours. Inspector Neilson
assisted in the work, both inside and outside of the mine, giving
to flit1 other inspectors the instructions issued by the Chief of the
Department of Mines, who remained on the ground for several
days until all the bodies were recovered. Tin * progress made by
the rescuers was very slow, owing to the fact that all ( he stoppings
in the mine were blown out and had to be replaced as the men ad-
vanced , and great precautions had to be taken in conducting the
ventilation for fear of fire smouldering in the coal or in old tim-
ber.

About 400 men were regularly employed at the mine, and tin*
reason there was not a greater loss of life was owing to the fact
that many of the foreign miners were absent observing a festival
of the Greek Catholic Church. The mine had been closed down
on Tuesdav and Wodnesdav to celebrate St. Nicholas Dav. and
i •
manv of tin* miners had not returned to work ,

killed
speaking miners.

Only one man , a pumpman , escaped from tin* mine. TTe had
left tin* part of the mint* where the men were working and was on
his way to tin* engine room for oil . Tie describes the accident as
follows: aT was near Entry No. 21 when I heard an awful rumbling.
T started toward the entry, but the next instant T was blinded and
for a little time T did not know anything. Then I got to the side
entry and worked my way out .

After the bodies were taken out of tin* mine, the superintendent
and foremen of tin * mine, with the mining experts and engineers

a thorough examination of tin* mine and
opinion that the explosion was caused by workmen

mark ar ,d their open lights coming in contact
Their report is as follows:

Of the 230 miners
more than half the number were Americans or English -

* *

tor the company, made
were of tin*

crossing the danger
with the gas.

“We ,
perts , do cert i fy :

That we made a thorough examinat ion
Coal Company s ince December 10 . 1007 . :
the character , equipment , and operat ion of the mine ,
ta in the cause , i f poss ib le , o f the explos ion on the sa id December 10 , 1007.

the unders igned mining* and elec tr ica l eng ineers , miners and mine ex-

f the Darr mine of the Pi t t sburg
for the purpose of determining as to

, and . as wel l , to ascer-



Off . Doc.ANNUAL REPORT OP THEx x

> f m o d e r n d e s i g n a n d c h a r a c t e r , w i t h e v i d e n c e sT h a t w e f « n n n l t i n * s a i d m i n e
o f s a f e t y ;i|) ] i l i a n r i's a n d a m p l e e q u i p m e n t t o f u r n i s h a d e q u a t e v e n t i l a t i o n f o r
a l l p a r t s o f t h e m i n e.

"I1 h a t w e t r a c e d t i n * c o u r s e of t h e e x p l o s i o n a n d e x a m i n e d t h e r e p o r t o f t h e
f s a i d D e c e m b e r 1 9 . s o a s t o o b t a i n s u f f i c i e n t

a i d e t o f o r m a n o p i n i o n a s t o t h e e x p l o s i o n ;
p i n i o n n o t b a s e d o n f a c t s w o u l d h e o f n o c o n -
j u r y i n a r r i v i n g a t a c o r r e c t c o n c l u s i o n. I t

t h a t r i g h t b u t t e n t r i e s 3 a n d 4 o f f
f f b y t h e f i r e b o s s o n t h e m o r n i n g- o f t h e e x p l o s i o n a n d

p r i o r t h e r e t o a s d a n g e i o i i s b e c a u s e h e d i s c o v e r e d d a n g e r f r o m t h e r o o f f a l l i n g ,
a n d t h * * b o d i e s o f f i v e m i n e r s b e i n g f o u n d i n N o.
h e y * » n d s a i d f e l l e. d - n
i s e o n c l u s i v c p r o o f t h a t m i n e r s w e r e i n d a n g e r o u s a n d f o r b i d d e n p o r t i o n s o f t h e
m i n e w i t h o u t t h e k n o w l e d g e , c o n s e n t , o r a p p r o v a l o f t h e o w n e r s o f t h e m i n e ;
a n d w i t h s i t e h f a r t s e s t a b l i s h e d a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h e v i d e n c e w e d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e
m i n e , t h a t t h e c o u r s e o f t i n * e x p l o s i o n w a s f r o m s a i d f e n c e d -o f f s e c t i o n i n t o
o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e m i n e . w « * a r e u n a n i m o u s l y o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t s a i d e x p l o s i o n
r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e p r e s e n c e n f s a i d m i n e r s m s a i d f e n c e d -o f f s e c t i o n , a t a t i m e
w h e n i h o i e m u s t h a v e h » « n c o n s i d e r a b l e f a l l a n d t h e p o s s i b l e l i b e r a t i o n o f g a s ;
a n d t h a t , f o r t h e p r e s u m e o f s a i d m i n o r s i n s a i d f o r b i d d e n s e c t i o n a n d t h e

x p l o s i o n r. s u i t i n g t h e r e f r o m t h e o w n e r s o f t h e m i n e a r e i n n o w a y t o b l a m e n o r
a t e t h e y i n a n y m a n n e r r e s p o n s i b l e.

T h i s s t a t e m e n t w a s s i g n e d b y J. I \
R e n j. F e r e d a v , \ \\ W. J a m i s o n .
T a y l o r . I \ V. P o x , J . X. A r m s t r o n g. I T. F. R a n d o l p h ,
L o u t t i t . a n d .1. I >. S h a r p, e i g h t o f t h e 1 4 b e i n g o f f i c i a l s o f t h e P i t t s b u r g C o a l
< V m p a n v.

b o s s e s f o r t h e m o r n i n g1 i l * 4 t• *

f a c t s f t o m w l i i e h w e m i g h t h e
w e l l k n o w i n g t h a t a t h e o r y o r o

n o r w o u l d i t a i d t h eS e q U e n
a p p e a r i n g f r o m t h e h o o k o f t h e t i r e b o s s e s

e n t l W W e ]*c f i * n e e d o

e e

•>s

.*1 b u t t a n d 2 0 0 f e e t o r m o r e
f f p o r t i o n a n d i n s a i d d a n g e r o u s a n d f o r b i d d e n s e c t i o n , t h i s

I
•*

K. M i l l e r , W i n. G. M u s e. G e o r g e R. W o o d .
W. M. K e l v i n g t o n . G e o r g e W. W a r i n g , "E. J.

J o h n B r i t t , H. B. N.

Tin * inspect < u s wcpi * n 1 so ins tructed to mnkc n enrefu l insp < * c -
l i on nf 1 In * mint * l o d < * t < * rn 1 I ID * . i f poss ib le , t in * cons t * ami to locate
i ln * in i t ia l po int of t in * exp los ion . Having spent about a week in
t in * work of res tor ing vent i la t ion and locat ing bodies, they were
very wel l acquainted wi th a l l part s o f t in * mine , and in t l i e i r f ina l
inspect ion they div ided themse lves into two groups, each group
spending a l i en ! a im * hours in i ln * mim * . At P i t t sburg they made
t l i e i r* report to t in * Uf i jc f o f the Department of Mines in which they
a l f i i l m t e t in * cause of t in * exp los ion lo an open l ight coming in

onfaet w i t h explos ives , or an occ identa l exp los ion of dynamite ,

or a ( lane * projec ted from a blas t . The mater ia l part o f the report ,

which was submit ted to the Jurv, reads as fo l lows :

i •

W c4 4 a r c * » f t h e n
r x * » . 9 l c n b u t t

p i n i o n l h :i l t h e i n i t i a l p o i n t o f t h e e x p l o s i o n w a s n o a r t h e
e n f r y < * f t* X o 2 7 f a c e e n t r i e s , u n a r k ' -d B o n m a n h e r e-

o f t h e f o r c e f r« » p i t h w i o i n t w a s a s f o l l o w s:
1 0 l e f t b u t t r i l l r i « - s t o X o. "7 f o -e e n t r i e s. T T o r c n d l v l-

f a e e « . f X * » . 2 7 f a c e e n t r i e s
9 r i g h t h n t t e n t r y o f f \ ( l. 2 7 f a c e e n t r i e s t o

n i c i e s , r e i n f o r c i n g i t s e l f , t h e y * a n d o n r i b f a l l s b e t w e e n X o.
e n t r u s t « » t h e S w a m p s» ' t i n n . w i t h g a s . a n d g o i n g o u t

•n i r i e s t o w a r d t i n * d i l r a n c c o f t h e m i n e ; a n d a n o t h e r d i v i s i o n
e e n l r i c s a n d t h r o u g h X o. 1 a n d X o. 2 l e f t b u t t e n t r i e s
T i n * f o r c e w h i c h c a m e o u l o f X o. 2 7 f a r e e n t r i e s s e e m e d

‘ t i t r y a n d j o i n t h e f o r c e o f X o. 2 9 f a c e e n t r i e s a n d f r o m
N o. :*.0 f a c e e n t r i e s a n d t h e m a i n e n t r i e s. F r o m t h e s e

t o w a r d t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e m i n e. T h e e v i d e n c e o f
> f t h e e n t r i e s t h a t w e h a v e m a d e n o a t t e m p t

o i n s. w h i c h w o r e f u l l y d e m o n s t r a t e d i n m a n y
m u g o f t o o l s a n d t h e r o a d s f r o m t h e f a c e o f

» f f X o. 2 7 f a c e e n t r i e s , a n d t h e d e m o l i s h i n g
a n d i l i e c o n d i t i o n o f a l o a d e d t r i p t h a t s t o o d

s h a r p p r o j e c t i o n s o f c o a l p i l l a r s
l i n e d u s t d e p o s i t s , o r d u s t e d d i e s , a t

d d i e s f o r m e d , a n d t h e l i o n ? *

o f t h e b l a s t : t h e c a r r y i n g o f h e a v y
t h e f o r e i n g o f c o k e d u s t i n t o t i n * r u g g e d

i' T i r o n r a i l s a n d s w i t c h l e v e r s ,

p r o j e c t i o n o f f l a m e i n t o a g a s e o u s a n d d u s t y
v e r y d r y a n d d u s t y a t t h i s p o i n t! f r o m a s h o t

•n t r y * * r i n a c r o s s -c u t n e a r b y: o r t h e i g n i t i o n m a y
f t h e o p e n l i g h t s u s e d b y t h e w o r k m e n ( w h e n w r e

w i t h w h i c h t l i e v e n t i l a t i o n c o u l d h e d i s a r r a n g e d i n t h i s

f a C e < t

w i t h ) a n d t h a t t i n * g e n * r a l t r e n d
D'.w n X o. :• a n d X

s i o n « t f t h e f o r c e s t e o l< ph’ M • * . o n e p a r t g o i n g i n t o i h *

a n d l i m n d o w n t h r o u g h N'o .
t h e S w a m p f a c e
r, a n d X

* i

l o f t b u t t• >

o f t h e S w a n i ?
g o i n g r o i t

X o. 2 9 f a
t * » S W e e p X o.
t l p * n o e j i

o f X o. 2 7 f a r
c e o n I r i « s.

2^ f a
p l’ce i t * d * * i I f * i

g e n e r a l c o u r s e w a s
•o n t l i c t i n g i n m a n y

a n v b u t t h e m a i n

t i >

i i •

p o i n t - M i i •

f o r c e s W a s S o
l o S e f i I » » •

w a y s ; a s f o r
9 l e f t I H I t t

o f a c a r

f * >
o \ a m p l e . I h e s w o

n t r v a n d p a r a l l e l
i T’ t i p * l a s t c l'n y c e1 1 1

f t h i s

t *

X * > i •

i c

n e a r t h e f » M * t
a l o n g t h e
s h a r\ *
S W e p t
m a t e r i a l s i n \\ « •1 1 - «1e t i i
• • i • •1 s * * f p i I ) * 1 1 s .

T i m

•1 1 1 1 v . t l i * * a 1 * r a s i o n o f t h
p a s s a g e w a y s , t i n - u n m i s t a k a b l e

p r o j e c t i o n s a n d o n t i m b e r s d u s t
l u s t a l o n g t h e p a t h

l i r e * t i o n s :
a m l t l m b e n d i n g o

m a y h a y * * b * « n t l i e
( t l i e i n i H r b e i n g

f a c e ( i f X * >. f i h n t I
c a n s * d 1 1 v

h a n fi i >

• <

C I I K"
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sec t ion < j 1' UK* mim * , ami a l so t i l e fac t tha t th i s en t ry was genera t ing gas) , o r i t
may have been caused by an acc iden ta l exp los ion o l' dynami te. The explos ion
reached near ly a l l por t ions of the mine and was in tens i f i ed by coa l dus t .

We deem i t our du ty to express our d i sapprova l of the sys tem of work ings
of the Dar i* mine in tha t i t does no t prov ide for e f f i c ien t ven t i l a t ion and we
a lso deem i t our du ty to recommend the fo l lowing:

Tha t the main deve lop ing l i t s o i the mine be conduc ted on the four-en t ry
sys tem and the ven t i l a t ion be eon t ru lhu by overcas t s ins tead of numerous
doois ; tha t a d i f fe ren t type of coa l cu t t ing machines he subs t i tu ted for the cha in
mach ines ; tha t the bes t l l ameless exp los ives be used for a l l b las t ing purposes ;
tha t competen t sho t f i l e r s be se lec ted and employed to prepare , charge , and
f i re the sho t s a f t e r the workmen are ou t of the mine. Thes^ sho t f i l e r s shou ld
have the au thor i ty to re jec t the charg ing and f i r ing of ho les which in the i r
judgment would be unsafe io l i re , and a l l s t emming should be wi th c lay or o ther
incombus t ib le mate r ia l ; tha t the mine be worked exc lus ive ly wi th locked sa fe ty
lamps. Tha t a wate r sys tem be ins ta l l ed for the purpose of thoroughly wet t ing
and lay ing the dus t , and a l l accumula t ions of dus t be loaded and sen t ou t of the
mine a t leas t once a week , and sa id dus t to be thoroughly wate red before be ing
loaded ; a suf f i c ien t number of f i l e bosses shou ld be employed to make care-
fu l examina t ions of the mine wi thou t undue has te ; tha t the super in tenden t
sha l l see tha t the mine foreman devotes the whole of h i s t ime to such dut ies in
the mine as presc r ibed by the Act of May 15 , lS ik l , r e l a t ing to b i tuminous coa l
mines , and he sha l l main ta in r ig id d i sc ip l ine a t a l l t imes.

We are of the op in ion tha t had the wel l -known safeguards , such as ample
and ef f ic ien t ven t i l a t ion , the use of sa fe ty exp los ives , the thorough wet t ing and
lay ing of dus t , the use of locked sa fe ty lamps, the employment of sho t i i r e r s ,
and the main tenance of r ig id d i sc ip l ine been employed in the Dar r mine , th i s
ca lami ty would no t have occur red.

These recommenda t ions app ly no t a lone to the Dan* mine , bu t to a l l mines in
the var ious b i tuminous d i s t i i c t s which a re gaseous and dus ty.

Respec t fu l ly submi t t ed ,
C. D. Ross , E l i as Ph i l l ips , 1. <d. Roby , John 1. Pra t t , Joseph Knapper , Thomas

D. Wi l l i ams, Joseph Wil l i ams , Alexander McCaneh , Roger Hampsun , John jb\
Del l , F. W. Cunningham , Alexander Monte i th , Dav id Vuung , Nicho las Evans ,
W. J. Nei l son , and Thomas S. Lowther.”

The repor t s a re reproduced here for the informat ion of the pub-
l ic, and the reader may draw his own conclus ions. I t seems to be
very evident tha t i f the l i re bosses and mine foreman had per-
fo rmed the i r du ty, the employes would no! have been a l lowed to
en te r the mine when condi t ions were mani fes t ly unsafe. The law

t

i s very pla in as to the dut ies of the t i re boss and t in * mine foreman,

but i t i s no t a new t i l ing to have i t v io la ted. 11 i s , moreover,
hard ly probable tha t t in * super in tendent of th i s mine was ignoran t
of the fac t tha t the employes were a l lowed to go to work before
the mine was repor ted safe by the l i re bosses. On account of
change of inspec tors i t i s probable tha t the new inspec tor of the
dis t r ic t was noi aware of the fac t tha t employes were a l lowed to
ente r the mine before i t was repor ted safe by the t i re bosses.
Whether the manager or ass i s tan t manager of the Darr mine knew
of th i s v io la t ion , 1 cannot sav. but thev could not have known of i t
un less informed by the super in tendent or foreman. Xo mat te r
how we view th is case, we fa i l u t te r ly to agree wi th the jury in the
!>a r t of the i r verd ic t tha t reads as fo l lows: “We lind the bi tumi -

nous laws of Pennsylvania were fu l lv obeyed l »v a l l those having
charge of the Darr mine of the Pi t t sburg Coal Company." I t
would seem also tha t they were not <|i i i t e sa t i s f ied wi th the i r own
verd ic t, a s they say in another p lace: “We would ca l l a t ten t ion
to t in 1 necess i ty of , f i r s t , a r ig id compl iance wi th and enforcement
of the bi tuminous mining law by inspec tors, mine foremen , l i re
bosses, and al l o thers," and thev recommend , “grea te r pena l t ies
for v io la t ion of law. and more inspec tors, as th i s mine was not in -
spec ted for over three months prev ious to -l ime l .~ . PI07 ,"

We cannot unders tand , even admi t t ing tha t t in * inspec tor d id
not “inspec t the Darr mine for over three months prev ious to



Off. Doc.A N N U A L HEPORT OF THExxi i

h i s fa i lu re cou ld i i t ;i nv way l ie connec ted
occ i i i r ed December 1th I deem i i my du ty

to re l i eve the inspec to r of any charge
comply wi th the law.

The mine had been inspec ted Februa ry
l iona l inspec to r s were
a l lo t t ed to one of the new inspec to r s. There was no record of p re-
v ious inspec t ions le f t by h i s p redecessor fo r h i s in fo rmat ion amy
gu idanee, a s the d i s t r i c t was newly fo rmed and made up of mines
f rom three or four o the r d i s t r i c t s ; bu t he made a tour of the d i s-

t r i c t ns soon as poss ib le and on dune lb and 17 made an inspec t ion
of the Dar r mine. Th i s, o f course, was 27 days more than th ree
months a f t e i the inspec t ion made ! y h i s p redecessor , bu t the fac t
tha t l i e made an inspec t ion o l the mine in two months a f t e r l i e
had assumed charge of the d i s t r i c t shows the weakness of the pos i -

t i on taken by the ju ry in asc r ib ing the cause of the acc iden t to a
lack of inspec t ion s ix months befo re the da te of the acc iden t and
in recommending on tha t accoun t an inc rease in the number of in-
spec to r s. l i e made add i t iona l inspec t ions Sep tember 12 and Id and
December !) , and would have made an inspec t ion of the Dar r on the
day of the acc iden t had l ie no t been reques ted to go to the Ban -
n ing, an ad jo in ing mine. To a t t r ibu te acc iden t s to a lack of in -
spec t ion has been the prac t i ce of mos t ju r i e s, e spec ia l ly acc iden t s
in which l i i auv l ives have been los t , bu t thus fa r t l i ev have fa i l ed

« ’ «

t o connec t anv of the acc iden t s wi th the fa i lu re o r neg lec t o f du tv
on the par t o f inspec to r s. 1 the re fo re fee l cons t ra ined to jo in the
inspec to r s in the op in ion tha t had the wel l known safeguards, such
as ample ven t i l a t ion , the use of sa fe ty exp los ives, the thorough
wet t ing and lay ing of dus t , t he use of locked sa fe ty lumps, the
mployment of compe ten t sho t t i r e r s, and the main tenance of r ig id

d i sc ip l ine been employed in t in * Dar r mine, th i s ca lami ty would
no t have occur red.

There was no ev idence of any vio la t ion of the mine law of fe red
u t the II I <| nes t , a s a l l who were in t in * mine were dead , excep t tha t
an ef fo r t was made to pu t the b lame for ( he exp los ion on l ive pe r-
sons, who. i t i s c l a imed , c rossed the danger mark. Th i s was on ly
a theory sugges ted by t in * ch ie f eng inee r of t i l l - company and pos-
s ib ly a few othe r pe r sons.

At every impor tan t coroner’s inques t he ld in Wes te rn Pennsy l -
van ia of l a t e yea r s to inqu i re in fo the causes of acc iden t s tha t re-
su l t ed in se r ious h i s s o f l i f e, an ef fo r t has been made by ( l i e Coro -
ne r ( o l ay the b lame upon the inspec to r by assuming tha t he d id
no t do b i s fu l l du ty.

Th i s was very ev iden t a t the Harwich inques t o f 1 DOB and the
r im Coroner in the fo rmer case t r i ed

inspec to r of mans laugh te r, whi l e in the Dar r case
was made to d i sc red i t the wr i t t en repor t o f the inspec-

a pe r sona l no te on h i s record! book :
a f t e r he had sen t h i s o r ig ina l repor t

h i s repor t a t ( he inques t the inspec to r
as i t was no t a pa r t o f h i s repor t to th°

wr i t t en wi th a d i f fe ren t k ind of penc i l and
when the book was handed to h im.

inspec to r fo r no t read ing i t to the

dune lb, 1007," bow
wi th an exp los ion tha t
to make an ex jdana l ion here
of neg lec t o r fa i lu re to
V o

20. Un Apr i l lb add i -
added to the fo rce and the Dar r mine was

< »

mom I'I T P I I! I >; HT imiurs i .
In cu l l v i e I ( l i e
J i l l i l l|C||) ]|(

I n i* b e c a u s e I K * b a d m n < l u
11 I s|H * ( *|i n n I n 1 M * c u n I i m i c d .

I n 1 I n i T i i'd i m*!'. I n i c n d i i i"’

d i d n o t m u d l l i i s n o t e,
I > u p n r i m e n t . I I w a s
( IK * ( nmnci*, observ ing l l i is fuel
a t m i e n b r ^a n t o b e r a l e H i e

* i1 4
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j i ny. He t r i ed to d i sc red i t t l i e r ecord hook and handed i t a round
lo t l i e Company's lawyers and to t i l e ju ry. Aga in t in * l a id was
commented upon tha t more than !) l > d ays had e lapsed be tween the
inspec t ions of Februa ry Lin and dune Id of the yea r EMIT. An ef -
fo r t was a l so made by ques t ions addressed to the Chie t o f the De-
pa r tmen t to show tha t the fo rce of inspec to r s was no t suf l i c i en t to
make the requ i red and proper inspec t ion o i the mines. T in* Ch ie f
s t a t ed, however, tha t the number of mines in the b i tuminous d i s-
t r i c t s r anged f rom TO to lo t ) fo r each inspec to r and tha t the dan -
ge rous d i s t r i c t s o f t h i - coun t i e s of Al legheny, Wes tmore land, Fay-
e t t e and Wash ing ton con ta ined t in * sma l l e s t number. He a l so
sa id the inspec to r s d id the i r work wel l and fu l ly compl ied wi th
the law.

The verd ic t o f the Coroner's ju ry ta ve ry respec tab le body of men)
was as fo l lows :

“ Wil l i am S. Campbe l l , Joseph \V. Murphy , Herman Tanzky , and 226 o thers
came to the i r dea th on December 1J , 1907 , a t the Dar r mine in Ros t raver Town-
sh ip , West in o i e land County , f rom an acc iden ta l exp los ion of gas ign i t ed by
an open lamp a t a poin t which we are unab le to loca te owing to a di f fe rence
of op in ion be tween inspec to rs and exper t s. The explos ion was augmented by
coa l dus t tha t ex tended throughout the mine. Var ious cen te r s of the exp los ion
were deve loped f rom gas and coa l dus t o r o the r exp los ives.

We hud the b i tuminous laws of Pennsy lvan ia were fu l ly obeyed by a l l
those hav ing charge of the Dar r mine , o f the P i t t sburg Coa l Company. We
would ca l l a t t en t ion to the necess i ty of , f i r s t , a r ig id compl iance wi th , and

enforcement of , t he b i tuminous min ing law by inspec to i’s , mine foremen , l i r e
bosses , and a l l o the rs ; second , the l ived of add i t iona l l eg i s l a t ion for mines
which genera te exp los ive gas , p rov id ing for the exc lus ive use of J lameless ex-
p los ives , employment of competen t sho t l i r e r s , the use of incombus t ib le mate r ia l
fo r s t emming, some qua l i i i ca t ions to mine coa l o r a proba t ionary se rv ice wi th
an exper ienced miner , fo i be t t e r ca re of coa l dus t , g rea te r pena l t i e s fo r v io la-
t ion of l aw , and more inspec to rs , a s th i s mine was not inspec ted for over
th ree months prev ious to June 15 , 1907.

The ev idence of severa l inspec to rs a t the inques t showed tha t recommenda -
t ions had been made by them in a number of ins tances look ing to be t t e r ing
condi t ions in the mine and tha t these recommenda t ions had been compl ied
wi th by the company in the ins tances c i t ed a t the inques t.

There was no ev idence to show' tha t the re was an e lec t r i c coa l cu t t e r a t
work when the exp los ion occur red. > y

EXPLOSIONS OF HAS AND Dl ST AND HOW TO PREVENT
Ti l EM

The grea t min ing indus t ry of Pennsy lvan ia ,

heavv loss of l i f e, due lo var ious
C

f r ee f rom disas t rous exp los ions of gas and dus t un t i l
r en t yea r s. The l i r s t ve ry se i ious aee iden t o f th i s k ind
•January 2«

which 1IH.
) pe r sons

lows: Februa ry
coun ty, 1!) k i l l ed :
coun ty, 14 k i l l ed :
:n ki l l ed ; March
k i l l ed ; December
June 10. 1001 ,

whi l e a t t ended wi th
causes, has been compara t ive ly

wi th in re-
occur red

1. IS!) 1, a t the Mammoth mine, Wes tmore land coun ty, by
were k i l l ed. Othe r exp los ions occur red as fo l -

20, 1SS4, Wes t Le i senr ing No. 2 mine,
Oc tober 27. 1SS4 . Youngs town mine,

dune lb. 1S!)0, Hi l l Fa rm

Faye t t e
Faye t t e

mine. Faye t t e coun ty,
1S!Mi. Pe rwnid Shaf t , C lea r t i e ld coun ty, id

, 1S!) t ) , Sumner mine, Faye t t e coun ty, 1!) k i l l ed ;
Por t Kova l mine, Wes tmore land coun ty. 1!) k i l l ed ;

mine, Cambr ia coun ty, 112 k i l l ed ; No-
Ferguson mine. Faye t t e coun ty. 17 k i l l ed ; dan -

mine, Al legheny coun ty, 170 k i l l ed ; Apr i l
1905, E leauora Shaf t , J e f fe r son coun ty, 13 persons k i l l ed.

d * >-* > <

0‘>_
• >

Ju ly 10, 1902, Lo l l ing Mi l l
vember 21 . 1903,
na ry 25, 1904, Harwick
27
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