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February 19. 1847; Spencer Mine (Anthracite).
Pottsville. Pc. r 7 Killed

(From leller of S tate mIne in ,pector, 1950, to th e
Feder al Bureau 0/ Mine, )

From the best Information I ca n gather, the Spen­
cer Coa l Co. had a brea ke r and mine about 1 mile
nor th ot Miners vlll e. T he slope was drIven on the
Peach Mounta in vein for a distance ot 360 teet. Two
levels were worked off this slope; on th e nrst, the
west gangway was advanced 4,000 teet ; on th e sec­
ond, the east gangway wa s advanced 1.500 teet and
the west, 1.950 feet. A tunnel was driven to the

Tracey vein , and ga ngways were driven ott this tun­
nel. A second opening was shown on th e Peach Moun­
tain vein. The extent of th is devel opment In 1847 Is
uncertain.

All coal seams In this area are gaseous. Open
lights were used and black powder and squtba were
used tor blasting. It Is thought that the ventilation
a rrangements were poor and th at tests for ga s were
made with open lights, resul ti ng In a loca l explos ion.

At the time or t his di saster, the re were no la ws to
provide t or th e health and safety ot persons emp loyed
In th e Anth ra cit e Industry.


