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67 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

MINE EXPLOSION File No. 2 -/ c’/“/é
Mine /L/¢ 2 //"Z’//’Z ot Location '\F/'/,’g [ e, L) L
Company ‘}/5{ /< ey —Lc v Fes (7% Meiling address
Date /et 28, 929 Time of day / 2% a.m. p.m. Mine working or idle
Total employment_____pnderground______Shifts worked  Daily production (tons)
Number men killed 2 Injured Z- In mine /440
Number men escaped unassisted . _Rescued Barricaded
Type (gas or dust) 45 Ignition source Fidad] élw7;%% Rock-dusted
Was breathing apparatus used Gas masks Self-rescuers

Time required to reach explosion area

Classification (gassy or nongassy) Methane exhausted (24 hours)
Number of main fans _ Quantity air per minute

Ventilation (continuous or split) ' Face (line brattice or fans)

Mine openings , Principal

Coalbed Thickness Volatile ratio Roof Floor
Mining system Pillars extracted

Room support: Main entries Intermediate Section
Transportation: Main Intermediate Section
Electricity (voltage ac or dc) Face Portable lights

Principal mining machinery {(continuous miners, conventional, etc.)

Was machinery permissible type Was it permissible

Blasting and explosives: Coal Grading or special use

Cause of explosion

Did explosion result in fire or were fires found

Point of origin

Area affected

Was Bureau report made
e

£ Author(s) /&"”7( e /'/ os”  Owly el /'9;,4,,/ i

If no Bureau report, what and by whom

Remarks
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R The Associated wan :
WELCH W. Va., March 2844
Thirteen bodies have heen 1'e-
covered and 13 others are: be-
lieved dead in an explosion in

the No. 2 mine of the Yukon-

Pocahontas Coal Company at
Yukon, McDoweIl county, thls
morning,

There Were 26 men m the mme ‘

when the explosion occurred and
no hope was held for any of them;
it was said. There is no te]ephone
at Yukon, and _communication over -the
mountains | is dirficult ~and  reports
Mmeager. . No exp! anatmn of the cause
of the explosmn ‘had been, ngen in
word 1ece1ved he Fo -

r:statfuned Lt
.. Tiear Blueﬁeld will

N emoux S5,
be ordered to:

ced fmmed!dtely o

v Xukon, scene of an exp]osnon today, J.

J. Borguin, chief of the Tescue depart-
menb announced - t_xeadquarters here,

car {s so. Y St to Yulkon, Borquin
sEhid hxve taken 1t
Wit v ithont awaltmg orders from Pitts-
bhrgh ‘The car, he said Is Tully: equipped

and manned ‘by the r\.gulation crew of
cxpert Tescue nien. - ;

-Reports received in Pttsburgh this
a[ternoon were that 23 or 30 men were
in: the Yukon nmine at . the tlme of the

‘ explosion, Normally 30  men ‘are’ em-

ployed on the day shift. Twenty-five
caskets were ordered by mine ofﬁc:a]s
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BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS,

BLUEFIELD, W. Va, March
28,93 Twenty - six lives were
snuffed out in an explosion at
7:27 a. m, today in the No. 2
mine of the Yukon-Pocahontas
Coal Company ~at Yukon, Mec-
Dowell county, according to a
statement tonight by J. A. Dem-
chock, ventilation engineer of

i the coal company, who arnved
! here tonight - from the 1ll-fated

i

mine.

; Inspected Week Ago No Gas.

| tween’ the two mines. He Wi

Demchock . was in No 1 mme
at the time of the e*(plosmn. : Six
=0f the 32 men in No. 2 mine es-.
‘caped death and’ were reseted : by,
tellow-workmen from No. 1 mine.
All' men in No, 2~ mine went in: on
the first and second tl‘lDS.

1\‘ em.si-four !ulﬂcls, mcluding the
motox crew; had composed the Hrst
i n ip and eight on the second trip.

Laid on Three Miners, i

There was only“a_ difference of about |
15 minutes between ' trips . and  those
,workmen, of the first trip were either at
‘work or nearing their destination at
the time of the explosion, according to‘
.Demchock. The. motor on second . tnp
<was wrecked ‘abéut 4,000 feet from mei
':mam entrance of No. 2 mine. ~All Jbut!
|three members of this ‘trip Temained |
ito help place the motor on the rajls,| {
1Tt is believed by those ‘who were in t'le
‘mines at the time of the explosion that
the explosion was caused by the three
«men on the second trip- who had 'left:
’the derailed motor and started to walk
| to their work.

‘

i Offxcxals and mine mspectoxs accord-

mg tol_Demchock, were:” sa.txsﬂed the
explosion was caused by head “lamps
worn by the three miners:iwho' had
evidently decided to take "a “short ‘cut
through some old working"s a'ﬁdr had
encountered & pocket of gadg/ The bodies,
of the three miners were: found ‘some,

workings, two of thém belng together
and the third about 200 feet away

-The mmes ha,d been inspected Iast
Thursday nlght and there was no: ‘pres-
ence. of. gas«at-rthat tune mspectoxs
repor't showed,

Qf ‘the. 123-men’in No, 1- mlne but few :
really knetw rwhat had taken pld
'No..2 -Séveral:unear the- entry'leadil}g
from Novil to No. 2 were knocKed from:|

and several received injuries,

es¢apé death in No, 2, minug his ¢oat
and hat and bléeeding about the héad
and face, ran through the entry'be-

to ‘teil*whaf had taken place
Less 'than_an hour arfte;

sion Tescile ‘teams from nedrby m: 1,

camps W'ele on’ the scene ;. i

from the miné tonight.. Som
ﬁ)odles Wele ‘padly -burned and .
lated, A similar explosion occurred | in
the mine’ in. 1919, i which 1 8persons ]
were- killed, . 7. : | S

several hundred feet back: in- the* od

thetr.feet by ‘the' force of ‘th eexplosmn :

A foreigner, one of the few'men to |



125 LIVES SAVED
INMINE BLASTBY
SUPERINTEN]ENI}

;New Foreman Rushes Into
AdJommg VVorkmgs and
~ Warns Men. ‘

BLUEFIELD ‘vV, Va Malch 29 —
(The presence of. mfnd of . T. J. Daw-
ison,  who three weeks hgo became
Superintendent of theinh\on—Poca,-k
ontas Coal Confpzmy at Yukon, W
‘Va to- da,y is credlted -with the sav-
ing of the lives of 125 miners in No.
1 mine’ yesterday when an explosxon
‘clalmed the lives of 26 men in No. 2 z
mme Only sxx of the*men m No 2
mme escaped

 When the blast came, Supet!nten-
‘dent Dawson _Was near the entry
leading between the ‘two. m(nes
.Reallzing what had h&ppened _he
! rushed into No. 7 10 warn the men
i there. _Some of tb ese workers were
fnjured when they were knocked
down by the force of the explosion.

All the bodies of the victims were
recover«d last night from the mine.
which was the scene of a slmllar dis.
aster in 1919, when elvhteen lxves
were snuffe out

_Rescue work was at first done by

volunteer teams fxom nearby mines
and later was in cha.rg'e of: the crew
kfrqm, th United States Bureau of
Mines rescue car from Nemours.
- Officials of the company and mine
inspectors who ‘have been'in the mine
slnce the blast, belleve the explosion |
was caused by the head lamps of
three miners, who took 'a short. cut |
through an abandonéad worklng to
-their pIaces of work. )




April 10, 1924

COAL AGE 539

YUKON BLAST UNOFFICIALLY LAID
TO OFEN LAMP IN GAS POCKET

The explosion at No. 2 mine of
the Yukon-Pocahontas Coal Co., On
March 28, which took a toll of 24
lives, was caused by the flame from
a miner's lamp when a gas pocket
was encountered, according to an un-
official opinion following a pre-
liminary inspection by R.M.Lambie,
chief of the State Depmrtment of
Mines., More complete investigation
seems to indicate that when the
second trip whswrecked those who
remained behind to help replace
the motor on the track escaped and
that those who went forward met
death when they encountered the gas
pocket. ‘




