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zrm mvomgmou wdfi;éi‘sdﬁalliuiﬁ”aad ‘sondusted ¥y .the wadersigned
;“Ed Boyla, chief uina Inapm:wr, anl Hovert H, Brown, District Mine Inspecter
for district ﬂc. 1, whiuh 18 the district in the wins 13 located, and where
o this ozplcsioa occnre&. on the ‘morning of Jammary 13, 1926,
A11 rwpcvrts inﬁlaate chat ‘the oxact time of tho GOCUITENCS of.-4he explo~
Maion was ahartly a:ter 8 o"em 4. of 8sid day, shortly after entoring the .
mine ror work. mm recorts ‘indlcate that 101 men shesNed im for worFk that asy,
anﬁ 91 of which loa's tmtr 1ives.
apan 'bains netlﬁe& ot the dipaster, 1 protoeded o the sseme of. Ano
accident, netifging all dapnty 1napectem “$o be ‘there te remler such assistance
thet night be rass!.'ble. Aﬁ@r 2 preﬁminm‘y fyvves tigation of: tho mine, it
“‘booam apparent ﬂmt an the men were dend, witn the excoption of 10, they
aving » mde t n nv m out. " lingugh no 1ives were sotually saved ss the direct
“ result of he resm work. mw:'thalesa ‘thé rosousrs initated thas,r work promptly
and etﬂciently :or tho pm-poao or rsavms thu “Lives of ths ‘antasbed miners, if

that were poesibza. m n emm au who participataa in tald resous woIk.
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On entering this mine, we proceeded to entry 16 west and to room
10 around the fase of the working places %o the head of the 16 west entry,
and wo £ind the following measurements show the distance between the cross
cuts;

Hoom 10, eross out on west side of room B4 feet, cast side of room,
35 feat. Hext %o face of room 10 on east side, the oross out iz 3 feet wide
and 2 fost bigh, with sn aren of & fesk.

ﬁooa 11, on west side of oross out 20 feot, epst nide 34 feet,
second oross out from the fase, 32 feet on west side,

Room 12, west side cross out 33 feet, east side 30 feet, noxt to
the face with oross cut started on east side.

Room 13, oross out om eart side 36 feot, west side 20 feetl, second
measurement on we.t side 27 feet. |

Room }4, second oross out on weset side 20 foe#, one next to face
13 feot, on cazt slde of room 26 feet, next to fase of rocm.

Room 15, eroass out on east side at the face on the west side of
room 15 foet,

Room 18, west side 44 feot, east zlde 18 feed; in this room found
man's goat and dimmer pail, carblds, and ome car partly leaded.

Room 17, om the west slde 44 fect, no oross outs made, tight room.

Room 18, face twrning 12 feot up, and 12 feet wide, and third mashine
eut in this room, but the third gut not arulad.. This is the last room on the

16 west sntry.



This investigation farthe® shows, that the explosion was caused by the
$he acoummlation of gas, whioch was undoubiedly ignited between reoms 9, and
17, which 1s hard to determine the exast leonticn or the initial point of
the oxplosion. koom 9, is sbandoned, and ie eaved in to the axtent that 1t
is impossible to go im there wiith any degroe of safety, £0r the purpose of
meking sn investigation. Ve resohed this comclusion from eho following evi-
dence. "ﬁo £ind tréu room 10, first rocm working in the 1léth west entry, to
and inslwiing m 16th room ovidense of fire, coked dwst om timbers, an ovi-
dense of intense heat. From room 16, to the fase of the entry, we found mo
ovidence of explosion. We found goe inm oms room inside of room lé. After
making this investigation, and findings, we arived at the conclusion that
the gas whiokh osused this explesion was mowved from room 17 or room 18, or
both, or heading of entiry, ss the ovidemoe shows that thore was & man lond-
ing & uar- in room 16, and also in room 10, Lirer working room on entry, whieh
18 proof that gas was not in this plase at the time \vhun he entered his place
of work. But #fter starting his work the gas was moved from sose plagse inside
of ons of these rooms, where it wonld have been ignited, as it was on return of
ventilating ourront, and as the fire boss was one of the victems of the ais-
aster and no one living in that part of the mine, we will never be able %o
definatoly determine the vesson this gas was not removed bofm the nen were
permitted to go down in the wine on that morning, with the quanities of gas
which this explosiom indieates were present, anﬁ why the bulletia board

2arked O.K, on top of the mine, which indicates that the mime was slear of
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standing gas.

ind we further found that the orose out mentioned between room 9 and 10
tnsufficiont in aves to carry the ventilating ewrrent with sufficient ouanity
to properly ventilate the outside workings, whioh is abandoned, and whioh is
 bedly caved in, and In such é dangerous condition thet we oould not get in
there to examine a8 to wethor thore was any sianding gs5s or not. We aleo
founi this entry very dry and dusty.,

ic investigation further shows, that the mining laws were not being
miiu with in reguard to oross ents, ‘'which carry the ventilating currents
through the working plages s tae law vegulirss that they shall be made not
to exenad 30 feol in sach pillar of conl on ongh side of working plase which
the ventllating current should be sarried around the working plases, at rate
-of 200 cublc foui por mimute.

If the mining laws had been complied with, this disaster would not have
ocomrred. The law further provides, that cll dust must be sprinkled, or
sprayed, or removed from the mime. This %00 was not being complied with,

We then procseded to the 16th, east entry to room 9, im this room we
found the following conditionss Crosa out 24 feet, from the face east side
‘of room 9, this was curtuined off from rid of cosl om eazt side of oross ont,
on ocast side of room, thore iz {rack for the purpose of taking cars from the
place ol’-loadiig, and taking baok to entry, This curisin orosses prastically
stralght west to about 18 inohes west of the track, znd then 11 feet toward
working fage of room. On this sde of the track we found an ax, a pipe awl
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s small gan of oarbvide. This hand-an, it was decided, belonged to the firve
boss of the vest 8ide, Alex Havenoaks

There is harowith attached affidavit showing thet this waz the working
‘place of $lov. MoRinney and his father, Thomes MeKinney.

COBOLUST ONS 5

This $nvestiation shows the wisdom of imsisting wpon strict compliance
with the State Hining Laws on ventilation, in order to delute and render

: »Mlasfs aam.'taﬁm at gnses, and the importance of co-operation on the
_part of the fire boses, iline foreman and superintendents with the Mining
departmont in keeping the proper amount of alr in ali working places. 1t
also reveals thet it is important that the working miners Sowoperats with
the Mining department in rerorting sny dangerous condition that might come
wnder their observntion, in order that inspestors may de sent to correst
the dangerons eonditions,

Wo further conmoluded thet this imvestigatiom shows the nevessity of
rm—dwtiag, %o 1revent, and the localiszing effects of explosions, thereby
rodusing the loss of lives and property. In June 1924, I fwsued a state
wide call to all the operators, o meet me im Moilester, Mclae for the par=
poee of discussing the importance of rock-dusting, which are as follows:

BULES AND RSOUIATION:S GOVERNING ALR COAL MIRES
1§ 7H: STY5 OF ORLAHORA, EMPIOYING FIFPIUEH MER

OR HRH, WHIOHE WILL BB IH FULL FOROE AND EFFEOP
O AND AFTERe

Rule ls

ROGK-DUSTING: All maim entries snd slepes of coal mines im Oklshoms employ-
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Ing fiftcen or more mom shall he rook-dusted from the main opening to 2 poing
designatod by the 4istriat mine inspector, and the Ghief Mine Inspector, In-
take» alr courses shall be yrook-dusted az fav az the Jlstrict mine inspector, |
and the Chief Hine Inspector deam nesessarye At every opeming from emch work-
ing panel antry or slope, there shall be installed rook-dusting bvarriers so
placed that an explosion nrlginaﬁng in that level or pansl gamnot extend to
othsr yarts of the mine, Phess rook-dust barriers shall Ve of a type whieh
hos boon tested and approved by the U, 5, Bureaw of Mines.
| RULE 2o
WAT® LINES: 411 mining machines shall carry a supply of water in such
g manner as to wat down andl prevent the ralsing of the coal dust amd to avoid
e suspension of the dust in the ailre This ruls ghall apply to any mechanical
loader that may be installed.
RULE 3e
EMOLOEED LAMPS: Bafore slosed lamps wll be pormitied $o be installed
Yy any operator in eny mine in this State, the following preliminsry conditione

mwist beo complied with
le 411 mining machines wasd for endercutiing coal mmsi be of the closed

type approved by the U, 8, Burean of Mines.
2. No open $ype motors Gan ve used exeart in plages ventilated by inled
aly eurrents snd all pwitohes, cireuit dreaksrs, or fuses mmst be enclosed im

exphosicn proof cases or bresk under olle
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3. Ho trolley wires will be vermitied ic run beyond inlet air currents
and all eleciric wires rmst be removed from retwrn airweys, Upon complianmce
with the foregoing requirements, the closed lamps oannot be installed aﬁ&
ased until approved by the Cnief Minme Intpeotor, and in the event of theiy
approval, mntil ‘mlac ang regulations are promlgated goveraing the use of
the same in each mine in this State.
| | XULE de

RESTAIGZIONS OF SHOP FIRISGs A1l shot firers are omlered not to light

any shots in any mine of this State in any dry or duety place,

RULE Be

ERAPIICING OLD PLACES: Any section of any mine which has been worited
out snd abandonod mist be dratticed off with brattice ailt with non-combus-
tible matertial to be sprroved by the district mine inspestor, and the Uhief
Mine Inspector, and a drill hole mmst be put down to sald sestion of the
mine which hat toen worked out and abandomed.

(6 IGHED) &d ioyle, Chief Mime Inspeciors

This rale was not put into immediate effoot, for the reason, that the
Aeymraturs wanked more timo to consider ssme, and to dotermine the amount
which it womld add $o the cost of prodwotion.

The Mining Laws of this state make no oxpress provision for rook-2us t-
ing and the rules wore promalgeted merely under the disoretionary ypowers of

the Chief Mine Inspsotor, with referente o rook-gusting as a safety measurs,
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Is was sgread 10 give the operators a reasonable time %o consider the same,
put within two weoks Shereosfier, a Samporary injunction was izsued agelnst
the Chief Mime Imspector, at the instance of one of the operators, enjoining
the mining department from avercising his discretion im prommlgating = rale
in amother matter, and for that rearom the rule on rock-dusting wes never
put» into affect during the pendeney of said litigstion which is still pei\ﬁing
and not finally determined.

If thiz yale on rosk-dusting nad heen in effect, st tho time of this
disaster, the .axplaaion would have undoubtedly beon confined to the 16tk
went ontry of-z;.‘am nine Yoe 21, and the locs of ldves would have heen limited
to the miners working in Hpe 16 west éntry, whera about 11 men wers working.

Tne condition of thies mine was sueh at the time of thiz investigation,
that it was impossivle 0 mmie an seeurate estimate of the demsges dome by
the explosion, but in our opinion, we estimate the damage to he approximately
$504,00.00

Respuctfully submltted,

Bd Boyle, Chief Hine InspecioT.

Robte He Brown, Lssistant Inspecliors



State of Oklahoma )
Pittsburg Jownty ) ¢c

ool HKinnay of Lawtul e, cfier Dalng dRly Wom OB oath sags that
he i# s rosidant 62 ilburddn, Latimer County, Oklohomas

That Ne is sn employes of the Hastern Cusl & Mining Company, and hms been
in their employ since abont the 4th or 5th of December, 1925. 'imi he nover worked
in » coal mire, and hed no mining experiénge of any Ring undil. the time aforesaid
waen he went to work witn his father, Thomss McKimmey, now deceased.

Afflznt further states that on the morning of Janmary 13, 1926 at obout
;10 Ae. He ho enterod mine iioe 21, of the Nastern Coal & ining Company, togethey
with his father, Thomas MoKinney and progssded to his working place in Fntry 16
Esst, Room Noe @ of sald wines That defore ks entorsd said mivie he irepacied thy
2ire bosses?! tmlletin board, and thzt the following motation appesred om s=ald board-
»1/13/1926~ O, Kup Bs Day 4o Ho" Thot when affiont and his father -eached thelr
. working place they met the fire boss, Alde Muvenodk in affian¥'s working plase.
Havencok was fire boss for the emst side of the minds Havenook said "Boys, 8o noe$
pall the curtain down for & while -~ there 1z gas and damp beck thero, and 1f you do,
you will get burnedes' The owrtain was losated at ihe last breaktthrough in room
Nine. N:wvenook, the fire-boss had no more than uttered this statoment whem the mine

Affiant furither states that about two weoks before ChRistmas in December,
1925, the mime was dend lined at the top of the shaft, Ho saw James HaConnell at
the top of the shoft that morning, ond remewbers James Molownell saying to the men,
"here 15 just ong of two things for you men to do - if you are not going to work,
then you will bave to go home." ifcComnell zasemed to We very angry beosuuse the men
would not go downs

Affisnt fmrthor states: All the time I wﬁ:ea in the mine it never was
sprinkleds I hove yet the firet time to seo it sprinkied. .1] the time I was
working in the mine 1{ was veory dusty,

Statements to the effeet thst I went into the mine at 10 o'clook on the
worning of Jomary 13th, 1926 are falses I wont into the mine for work at 7:310 a.am.
on Jonuory 13, 1926, and wes st my working place when the axplosion took place, and
vamained in the mine wntil I was removed from thors on the morning of January M,
1926.% I camot remember what was happening ia the mine, ifter the oxplosion I
was in s dazed condition and can remember nothing oxoept orawling around wntil I wss

found,



State of Cxlzhoma )
Pitteburg County ) &5

AFFIDAVIE OF: Mrse Cleo MHoKinney, Wilburton, Oklshoms
Mrs. Myrtle HeEinnoy, Wilburton, Oklaohoma.

Mrs. Cloo HcKinmey, and Mrs. Myrtle McKinmey each for herself after duly
sworn on oath statosy that she 1 the mother and wife respectively of Ceecil MeKinney,
and that affiant, Cleo McKinney 1s the surviving widow of Thomas MoKimmey, who met
nis death in & ming explosion at Mine Hoe 21, Sastern Coal & Mining Company, Wile
bwrton,Oklahoma on the morning of Jamuary 13, 1928.

_ Arfiant further states that Ceoll MoEinnoy went to work in said mine on
- the moyning of Jomuary 13, 1926, together with his father Thomas NoKimay, now
decezsed, That they left home at about 6 o'clock i. Me and that Cesil McKinney
mever returmed to his home wntil the MAth day of Jarmary, 1926 about ¢ i, ¥, That
voth of the affi:nts and Ceoil ¥oKinney and Thomas HeKinnoy liwed in the same house
at Wildurton, Uklahom:.

That whon Ceell MeKinney returned howe on the morning of Jamunry 14, 19264
he was in a very norvous condition, and has been confined to his bed most of the
timo sines. That Cecil asted when he come home 1like he was not in his right mind,
and trested his rolatives as though they wera stringers.

Affismts further state that any statement to tho effeot that Cecil MeXine
ney went into the mine with a rasove party after the axplosion took place is absow
lately false, . ffimmts positivoly state that Cecll went to the mine with his father
for the purpose of golng to woXk,

Afgimmt, Oleo HoKirmey further states that she remombers an occasion
when herg husband Thomes MoKinney, now decsased, oame howo from work a short
timo before Ceoll cams to work with him in the same mine, and told affiant that he
had 14t some gmxx goe im the mine, Hald affisnt further states that her hasband,
Thomas MoKimney, now decassed told her on many oesaslions that Hine loe 21, vwhere L
wae working when killed was in s vory bad and unsafe condition, that 1t was the
worst mine ho had ever worked in. Ssid affiant further states, that Thomas MoKine-
ney, now deceased had been a2 coal miner for about 8 years, that said Thomas MeKin-
ney had been working in Mine No. 21, where he wes killed since about $he middle
of Ootober, 1926, .

Afflant further states that no amoumt was ever checked off from wages of
Thomes MoKimmey, now dsseated to apply toward a fund for payment in the event of
injury or disability. Any statement to that effeet that such check offs were wade



s to any ampunt being choeked off from my wages for & fund %o be used
for paymemt in tis event of imjury or dissbility, any stotomont to that effect 1s
ebsolutely ¥alse, The statements of wages of the Zastern Conl & Hining Couwpany &0
not shoW pny akedk off Loy any such fund 2nd pever have shown same during the time

I have been in their employe
Farther affiant saye note

{Signel] Ceoll HoXinnay.

‘Subsorived to and sworn to before ma this the 18th day of January, 1926.

{ {gmed) Joe A. Brown.
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My comsission expires Septle 9, 1928,



